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DEVIL UPON TWO STICKS, 



CHAP. XVII. 

In which Don Cleopas and the Devil 
upon Two Sticks continue their Ex^ 
cursion. 

** Your power, my most admirable friend/* 
said the Count, '* is. not more evident in 
the scenes you display, than your superior 
judgment in the liappy, contrasted sutx^es- 
sion of them." " Variety," replied the 
Deman, " is the soul of such an excursion 
as ours ; and I am about to add to it, by 
taking you again from living objects ; but 
it will be to a very fine series of their 
-painted resemblances." 

In a few minutes, therefore, Don Cleo- 
ifas found himself, with his conductor, in a 
•;gaUecy^ .where be saw a confused variety of 
^pictures, cWefly portraits, in diifFerent pe» 
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DEVIL VPQX TWO STICKS 

of advanoetnent, from a first sketch 
to a complete finish. 

.' ^< By the appearao«:e of this place/ ob- 
served the Count, *^ I should suppose that 
we are in the apartment of a painter, — 
and^ from the number of the pictures, as 
well as the very great merit of some of 
them, which my eye has just glanced upon, 
I should pre^lune that he is an artist of the 
first eminence/ 

*' It is even so/ answered Asmodeus^ 
^* he is a man of genius, and at the head 
of his profession in this country. — Some 
of his pictures may claim a place in the 
iirst rank of modern psiintings, and would 
bid fair to transmit his professional fame to 
a distant period ; but^ from an infatuation 
that cannot, by any mode of reasonii^, 
be reconciled to his ambition, he obsti* 
nately continues to make use of such tran- 
sient colours, that many of his best works 
have decayed before their master; — and 
6ome of his portraits have even lost their 
gloW| while the beauty of tbdr originals 



r» CNGLAK0. 

hsive ranained in full lustre :-^ut this by 
the way. — Our present bufiiness is to eie- 
amine^ with a biographic, rather than scien- 
tifiCy eye, the works of his f^ncil now be- 
fore us. ^ We will, therefore, saunter at 
our leisure round the gallery, — and you, 
perhaps, will have no reason to be discon- 
tented with such a Cicerone as I am. 

" These two portraits of persons in scar- 
let robes, bedecked with ermine^ offer to 
your attention very striking likenesses of 
two sage judges of the principal courts of 
law. — They are, both of them, men of 
great legal knowledge and ability ; but 
their real characters are as different as. their 
features.— The one, as you must perceive, 
is of a calm, pleasing, and humane aspect, 
-—while the lineaments of the other give 
an idea of strong discernment, and unami- 
able severity* — Nor can I better explain to 
you the differing minds of these law 
officers, than by relating to you the man- 
ner in which they are respectively habitu- 
ated to conclude their address to juries, in 
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summing up the evidence of a criminal 
trial. — The first always employs something 
like the following arrangement of expres- 
sion: — * If, gentlemen of the jury, you 
should be firmly of opinion that the evi- 
dence which you have heard, has indubi-^ 
tably proved the offence with which the 
prisoner is charged, I feel myself cpitipelled 
to inform you, that you must fin4 him 
guilty :— But if, on the contrary, the* fact 
should not have been proved to your full 
and entire satisfaction, or there should be 
the least suspence in your mind^ as to the 
truth of the accusation, you will not hesi- 
tate to exercise the more amiable and pleas- 
ing part of your jurisdiction, and acquit 
the prisoner of the offence for wliich he 
has been tried.' 

'* The other generally expresses himself, 
on a similar occasion, to the following pur* 
pose : — 

" * If, Gentlemen, you are perfectly con- 
vinced in your own minds, that the pri- 
soner is innocent, you mu^t necessarily 
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acquit him :— But, as men of experience 
and understanding, you must be conscious- 
of the absolute necessity there is, in these 
times, to check the progress of such noto- 
rious offences, by the useful severity of 
punishment; — if, therefore, the crime of 
which the prisoner at the bar stands in- 
dicted, has been proved to your satisfaction, 
there can be no doubt but you will per- 
form the duty that your oath has enjoined, 
and which you owe to God, your country, 
and yourselves, — and consign him, by your 
verdict, to the necessary punishment which 
the law has wisely provided for such horrid 
offenders.''' 

" I comprehend perfectly well,'* said 
Don Cleofas, " the differing natures of 
these two learned sages.^ — The one nevef 
tries a prisoner, but it appears as if hq 
wished to find him guilty;. — while the 
other never sees an unfortunate fellow- 

m 

creature at the bar before him> but his 
humanity offers a secret prayer that he may 
prove his innocence. 
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^*The next picture, however, presents 
an object of a much' less awful and more 
attractive nature t and, if the resemblance 
isjust, she is a judge, at whose bar, were 
I to commit an ofienoe, I should feel my- 
self most happy to plead my cause;" — 
^* And as you are rather a weil-looking^ 
man/' answered Asmodeus, ^' and not yet 
past the prim^ of life, you might probably 
find mercy. — Though she has her fits of 
severity, and some very singular accounts 
df them are recorded in the chronides of 
the day. 

. ** The origbal of that portrait is one of 
those fortunate persons, whom a strange 
combination of circumstances have raised 
to rank and opulence. — She was once a 
•naid of alUwork, with a few' pounds of 
hard-earned wages /?er annum, and now an 
hundred and fifty guineas are paid for her 
picture* 

*' After having been in the service of the 
tower class of trading people, she became 
Kitchen-maid at a fashionable brothel ;— 
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au)d> as she was not iJl- favoured, when all 
the resident ladies pf the house happened 
to be engaged, and the visitor was impati- 
ent for a companion, she was occasionally 
dressed and served up, in an upper apart- 
ment; — and, in such a manner did she 
conduct herself, on these occasions, that 
her mistress thought proper to promote 
her from the kitchen to the chamber- 
service. — In this character shd became the 
favourite of a boy of the highest rank ;— 
and, oa his going abroad to finish his edu* 
cation, a baronet of great fortune, and 
equal fbilyj became so enanuxured of Cin« 
derilla, as to take her to his own house, 
and support her in a state of envied ele* 
gance.-— In short, she so played upon his 
aflfection and his jealousy, that he at last 
determined to secure her to himself, By 
making her his wife ; — so that she is now 
becoqae a titled lady, as well as the mistress 
of a large fortune; — and this picture is 
destined to adorn a drawing-room, at her 
house in the country. 
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The half-length and half-finished picture 
that hangs by its side, is an imperfect repre- 
sentation of a very beautiful and unfortu- 
nate woman, — and there is a singularity 
in her misfortune, that merits a particular 
recital. 

** She was married, at an early age, to 
a most amiable man, who loved her to ido- 
latry ; nor was she, by any means, insensible 
to his merit ; but, in an evil hour, when he 
Was absent on duty with the militia, she 
was seduced from her fidelity ta him, by 
the arts of his bosom friend. As she never 
offended a second time, and, with the hope 
of expiating the conscious guilt of her own 
mind, had multiplied her affectionate atten- 
tions to her husband, the offence was never 
suspected by him ; and the partner of it be- 
ing dead, was only known to herself. At 
length, however, she v/as attacked by a 
fever, which she caught in nursing a sick 
servant; and, in a few days, the physicians 
pronounced her disorder to be beyond all 
hopes of recovery. — In this alarniing situa- 
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tion, when she thought that death was at 
- her chamber door, and while her husband 
was weeprng in agony beside her, the con- 
sciousness of her infidelity pressed home 
upon her mind in such a manner, that she 
fancied it to be absolutely necessary to the 
peace of her hst hour, to communicate 
it to him, and obtain his forgiveness. 
She, therefore, in a most unfortunate 
moment, added a new poignancy, and 
gave a new turn, to his distress, by un- 
folding the almost incredible secret. At 
first his astonishment deprived him of ut- 
terance, but having^ at length, muttered 
the pardon she intreated, he hastily quitted 
the chamber, wishing almost for that 
event, which, but a few minutes before, he 
considered as an insupportable misfortune^ 
and left her in a situation to look towards 
a recovery as the greatest evil that could 
befal her. — ^That evil, however, it was her 
lot to sustain ; for nature set at nought the 
physician's prophecy, and, in spite of her 
own wishes, she now lives to suffer the in- 

JB 3 
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curse the weakness that has undone har. 
As Iier husband does not wish for any 
resemblance of a wife, whom he almost 
hates, this portrait will shortly serve as the 
basis of another picture ; when the jolly 
Visage — ^^Tormal wig, and swelling lawn of a 
pious prelate, will cover the lovely features, 
the flowing hair, and graceful drapery that 
ftow decorate the canvas." 

•* I trust,** replied Don Cleofas, " that I 
feel as much for the misfortunes of others, 
especially those which befal the lovely sex, 
as any man ; nevertheless, I cannot but 
confess that such ejitreme folly, and so 
much out of the regurar course of female 
error, may be thought to merit the punish- 
ment it has received. 

** But here is the picture of a person in 
scarlet robes, with a coronet upon the table 
before him,— permit me to ask whom that 
represents ?" — It is,*' answered the Demon, 
** a very striking likeftess of a Duke, of 
whom little or nothing can be said ; — and 
the adjoining portrait is his Duchess, of 
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whom we can say about as much. But 
transfer your attention, I beg of you, to 
that very fine picture of a female figure who 
is adorning the statue of Hymen with 
flowers : — At the time it was painted, the 
subject was very characteristic of the 
charming woman who is represented in it« 
— She has, however, thought proper to 
deviate from the purity of that character.—^ 
It is long since she has torn the garland 
from the brow of the Hymeneal divinity^ 
where she was once so proud to place it. 

'^ The companion, which represents a 
sacrifice to the graces, is a painting of 
^ual. merit, and equally unfortunate in the 
perversion of its principal figure, for the 
officiating priestess has long since quitted 
that altar, and is now engaged in the 
melancholy duty of offering the oblation 
of her own tears at the shrine of repent- 
ance.'' 

" Here, however," said the Count, ** I 
trust, there is something of reality*. — ^The 
painter pecans, ii& the portrait of this stately 
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difference of the man she loves, and to 
warrior, to have exerted the utmost powers 
of his pencil ; nor is the warlike character 
of the personage more distinguished by the 
truncheon, thq breast- plate, and the distant 
battle, than the heroic ardour which is dis- 
played in the countenance, and the air of 
military dignity which the whole figure is 
made to possess/* 

" It is certainly a very tolerable likeness,** 
answered Asmodeus, ^* of a very amiable, 
inoffensive general officer, who is ever ready 
to acknowledge, with much good humour, 
that he has never been engaged in any 
other service but the mock fights of his 
own* regiment at a review, 

^' This pair of pictures are painted. pre>- 
vious to the mariiage of their originals.^ — 
They represent to you the forms of a young 
nobleman, and the heiress of his father's 
steward.'* " Then, I presume," said Don 
Cleofas, ** that this must be a clandestine 
arratigement, in which you, perhaps, have 
emptoyed a little malicious interference.'* 
*• Such a suggestion," replied Asmodeus, 
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''-is natural enough for an haughty Casti- 
lian, but the people of this sensible coun-* 
try are not troubled with the silly scruples 
of your's. The father of the joung lady 
having died extremely rich, and the old 
Lord having discovered too late, that his 
faithful servant's wealth arose from the 
plunder of himself; he very wisely thought 
that the only way to get the property back 
again to the family, was to make the 
daughter a part of it, by marrying her to 
his son. Besides, she is a very amiable 
girlj and will probably make the young 
man as good a wife as if she had been of 
higher birth." 

" Here is a picture,'' said Don Cleofas, 
" which merits my attention. It is in a 
very grand style of design, and, in the 
.course of my little observation on the fine 
.arts, I have seldom if ever seen a more beau* 
tiful example of this branch of them. By 
the character of the figure, and the em* 
blezns which accompany it^ I must suppose 
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H to rq>resent some exalted personage of 
the tragic scene.** ' 

" It is/* answered tbe Demon, *' the 
icagic muse herself, — ^and the geniua of 
that poet who first formed this ideal divi* 
nity, seems to have inspired the pencil of 
the painter. But^ exclusive of the peculiar 
merits of the -picture as a work of art^ 
there is a circumstance belonging to it, 
which greatly enhances the value, and in« 
creases the interest of the representation^ 
as it is a very striking likeness of the 
&vourite tragic actress of the time, who 
may certainly claim it as her portrait. Here 
19 another instance of fortuitous elevation, 
«-^fur this actress, bat a few years ago, was 
the heroine of a barn,— performing in tra- 
igediea, comedies, faroes^ and pantomimes i 
and now her form fills a canvas which 
would be considered as a brilliant acquisition 
%o the most splendid gallery in Europe.*-*^ 
Such a picture aa this, if its colours should 
^saj^iiit the apprehensions of all who 
have beheld it, will communicate an almost 



equal de^ee of ^»ne to ttie original, aod 
the artist; — it may, indeed, give to the 
£>nner, in the opinian of posterity, a 
reputation which 8he has not ahogether 
deserved. 

*^ It is the spirit of the English nation 
to make every thing a subject of party, 
and the little theatre of the drama has its 
groupes of adverse partizans, as well as the 
extensive scene of political governmeiit.-** 
This actress, however, for some time, bore 
down all opposition. With considerable 
powers happily applied, and a superic^ de- 
gree of knowledge of stage finesse, judici* 
ously employed, — she attracted to herself 
something like the madness of public faf 
your; and gained more applause^ and, 
which tells to the full as well, more money 
than was ever acquired in the same period^ 
by any stage performer, from the time of 
RosciuSf the great Roman actor, to the^ 
present hour. 

" At fifrst, she confined herself to <:«rtaii]fr 
parts which were peculiarly adapted to het 
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talentSj and having thus secured an enthu- 
siastic partiality in her favour, she flattered 
herself with the opinion, that her powers 
were universal, and, therefore, ventured to 
extend the line of her performance ; but in 
the endeavour to increase her reputation, 
she has very considerably diminished it. — 
The rage for attending her performances is 
very much abated, if not totally subsided ; 
imperfections in several of her characters 
are no longer doubted ; sometimes she is 
thought to whine, and at other times to 
rant, while a monotonizing tone is dis- 
covered by many, to have smothered her 
energies ; — In short, like other objects of 
popular regard, she has lost much of her 
popularity. — This favourite actress has, of 
late, played to empty benches, and been 
reduced to rejoice at the sight of an au- 
dience which was principally composed of 
those who could not gain admittance to the 
sing-song of a rival theatre. This circum- 
stance, however, proves that her theatric 
excellencies are confined within a small 
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circle, or are destitute of solid merit; — that 
they are impaired by physical defects, or 
degenerated by the adoption of bad habits. 
This indeed, seems^ in some degree, to be 
her own opinion, as she has, at present, 
quitted the stage of the metropolis, for 
provincial theatres ; that, when she returns 
to it, the novelty of her appearance may, 
perhaps, restore her to the possession of 
something like her former reputation. 

" The portrait by the side of the tragic 
muse, and which, notwithstanding its offi- 
cial decorations, is eclipsed by it, offers a 
very flattering resemblance of a great civil 
officer in the sister kingdom. Of him 
nothing more can, or, indeed, need be said^ 
than that he fills his high station in a man* 
ner that becomes him. But of the extras 
ordinary rise of his family, some particulars 
may be related which will afford you 
amusement, and give you another very sin- 
gular example of the caprice of fortune. 
It is a whimsical anecdote, which is equally 
calculated to awaken the risibility of the 
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muscles, and to pot little grandeur very 
ttiuch out of countenance. 

" The grand&ther of this gentlenian, 
whose portrait is before us, followed the 
laborious profession of a mower, and was 
esteemed one of the strongest and most 
active men in his business of any in the 
county where he dwelt. Indeed, so high 
was his professional reputation, that the 
person who empbyed him oSered a very 
considerable bet on his superiority, in the 
art of mowisg, over any man in the king* 
dom. The challenge being accepted by a 
neighbouring getitlemaUf in favour of one 
of his peasants^ the ground was immediately 
marked out for the scene of aetic^, and tb^ 
day apppotnted when the contest was to 
take place. 

^^ Our hero, however, soon made his 
sttperiority appear very manifest, and by 
br»kfast*tiaie wts so much in advance, 
tfeaft the opposite party could entertain no 
hopes of success, if the business was left to 
4he wnajferropted exertions of the two 
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eompetitors. As in wagers of this nature 
all advantages may be taken^ tb^opponents 
of the forward mower took a very singular 
one ; which was nothing less than secretly 
jnixing a very strong purgative with hia 
drink. This artifice had the desired efiect» 
and he was very shortly seized with a com-* 
plaint in his bowds that threatened the losa 
of his promised victory, fiut he soon 
suspected the trick which had been played 
him, and in order to defeat its purpose, 
without losing a moment of that time 
which was so precious to hioi) he took off 
his ditiwers, tucked his ^irt round htsmid^ 
die, and^ sufTering the physic to work ss be 
worked, he won the wager, to the greet 
diversion of many hundred spectatoisj 
whose eoriosity had kd them to be present 
on the singular occasion. — This drcon^ 
stance rendered the successful mower so 
great a favourite with the gentlemen of the 
county, that he was soon raised from the 
fanmble situation of a common labourer, 
and the means afforded him by which he 
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laid the foundation of the good fortune 
that is now enjoyed by his posterity, Vari - 
ous, indeed, have been the causes by which 
little men have become great men, but this 
gentleman, I believe, is the first person in 
high office, who is indebted, for his eleva- 
tion, to a dose of jalap/* 

" I have either read, or heard it observ- 
ed," said the Count, ** that one of the 
principal uses of foreign travel is to remove 
prejudices, and you seem determined that 
whatever they might be which I brought 
from my own country, they shall not be of 
my party when I return to it. — It is very 
certain, however, that the road to honours 
in England, is not attended with those 
difficulties which obstruct it in many others. 
I may at least assert, without the possibility 
of contradiction, that in the good kingdom 
of Spain, a ton of jalap, would not be able 
to make a gentleman. 
♦ " The portrait which you see placed 
against the wall in a very handsome frame, 
is a very strong resemblance of a worthy 
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country gentleman, which has been painted 
since his death, and has been produced in 
a manner altogether original. — His nephew 
to whom he had bequeathed a very ample 
estate, has lately added a spacious room to 
the old family seat, and felt a very great dis- 
appointment that he could not adorn it with 
the portrait of his relation, to whom he is 
indebted from the large domain which sur- 
rounds it, as on his lineaments no painter had 
ever been employed. At length, however, 
a device was hit upon by himself to gratify 
his wish. — He fixed upon several persons, 
each of whom possessed a feature that bore 
a similitude to one or other of those of his 
uncle. — The painter accordingly took an 
eye from one, a nose from another, a mouth 
from a third, and so on, till by this extraor- 
dinary application of his art, the portrait 
before you has been made up ; and being 
furnished with the wig and clothes he usu- 
ally wore, the artist has produced a very strik- 
ing likeness of the gentleman Vljom the 
portrait has been thus contrived to represent. 
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*^ Such a picture cannot be regarded 
without the occurrence of certain whim* 
sical ideas ; and they will be rather quick- 
ened when I give you a brief history of 
that which stands next to it, in which you 
must perceive with what spirit the skill of 
the friseur is represented.-^Many ^earg 
have passed away since it was painted, when 
the fashion of arranging the head-dretfs 
both of men and women was very different 
from the present more graceful and natu*^ 
ral disposition of it. 

** The gentleman whom the portrait re- 
presents, is an inoffensive fiddle-faddle man 
of independent fortune, who, throughout 
his life, has manifested a very submissive 
obedience to fashion in every thing that 
relates to exterior appearance. — When tlie 
picture before us was painted, he was re- 
markable for having, on a particular occa- 
sion, had his hair papilloted in Paris, and 
the dressing of it completed in London; 
and the picture represents him in all the 
pride of the Parisian curl of that day, — 
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Sut fashron having undergone such a con- 
trasted change since that period, and the 
ridicule derived from the story connected 
with the picture n'^t having: subsided; — the 
gentleman himself also having grown a 
gn^at deal older, and a little wiser, since 
that time, he has sent the portrait to un- 
dergo the revolutionising hand of the 
artist,— and the immense expanding fri- 
sure of 1780, — will, in a few days, he con- 
verted into thd close-cut crop of 18 jO. 

" You cannot but be surprised, as we con- 
tinue our progress, at the inexhaustible 
variety of characters which present them- 
selves to your observation, and that emo- 
tion will continue to the close of our scru- 
tinizing peregrination.^— Nor will you be at 
a loss to trace it to the free constitution of 
the country where you behold this ever- 
iVarying, and, indeed, exclusive picture of 
the human species,. — But to proceeds 

" The portrait which is close to the last 
object of our attention, and is without a 
frame, itpresents the countenance of a 
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man who is also distinguished for his sin- 
gularity, though of a very difierent cha^- 
racter from that which I have so lately 
described, — He is a physician in very con*- 
siderable practice, and, which medical men 
does not always profess, is influenced in his 
whole conduct by sentiments of genuine 
piety. — Hence it is, that, as from the na- 
ture of his professional avocations, he can- 
not attend any place of public worship on 
the Sabbath ; he constantly gives the f^s 
which he receives on that day, without re- 
serve, to the poor." — '< And what more 
acceptable sacrifice/' exclaimed Don Cleo- 
fas, can man offer to the Being who ap- 
pointed the Sabbath ! 

" Though I shall not attempt," replied 
the Demon, '* to quench that sentiment m 
your bosom ; it is not altogether oooaisteirt 
with ray office, to encourage aconversattra 
on the subject. — We will, therefore, if yoti 
please, continue our attention to thdse ob- 
jects around us which present themselves 
rather io the ej:e than to tlie hearts . ; 



■' ** But with all my love of the artd,*' con- 
tinued Hon Ciedfas, '^ here is a piece of 
nature's work coining towards us^ whicfay 
in ftiy opinion, is worth all the pictures and 
8tiit43e8 in ail the galleries of Europe.— By 
the unc&mmon attention^ she receives from 
the elderly lady and gentleman, who ac^ 
company her — I suppo3e she is some young 
person of difitinetion/* 

** She b come here," answered Asmo- 
deo^ " to sit for her portrait; and is the 
daughter of llie old folks, who are endea^ 
vouring to sooth MUs into amiable looks 
for the purpose of securing, at least, to her 
picture, that pleasing expression of features, 
which she is ndt always in the humour to 
^bibit herself. 

" You may havfe heard, perhaps, of a 
' wife being ruled by an husband, or an hus- 
band rurled by his wife: — The seKCs are 
olben seen to exercise a matrimonial tyranny 
Overreach other; but the scene which I 
am about to unfold to ybu^ the actors of 
which you: have just beheld, is of a very 

VOL. IV. c 
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difi^rent nature :~It is the tyranny of a 
saucy girl of fifteen, over fond and foolish 
parents, who live but to watch her wishes' 
and obey her commands; 

•* Arabdia is the only child of a Baronet, 
of an ancient family, and large fortune,— * 
her parents doat on her to excess; ^nd 
their pride, as well as their tender affec- 
tions, are concentrated in this darling- 
daughter ; for they consider her not only 
as a. paragon of beauty^ but as the ultimate 
branch of a family, which ought not to be 
^ extinct. — The desire, therefore, of bring- 
ing her to inatiirity, having' such powerful 
inducements, produced that early indul-- 
gence, which was' to prevent, every desire, 
to check every uneasiness, and to gratify, 
every fancy of her infant mind. 

" The consequences of an edticationy 
founded upon these principles, may be 
easily conceived:— -The young lady, from 
having been an ill humoured child, that 
nobody loved, — is' become a pettish, pe- 
remptory girl, whom, if it were not for 
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^ome beauty, and a large fortune, every, 
body wduld avoid. — Indeed^ her temper is, 
occasionally, so very unpleasant, that her 
doting parents, all submissive as they are, 
find themselves at a loss how to support it. 
— It would really exhaust your patience, ^ 
were you to see with what haughtiness she 
will frequently receive the homage of these 
af^tionate people ; — with what a careless 
ease she regards their attentions, and in. 
what a cool tone of command she too often, 
governs their actions.— The very moment, 
her fancy suggests any thing for her plea- 
sure, it must be instantly obtained, or the 
whole femily is thrown into disorder ; and 
her fancies have been humoured into such 
a degree of irregularity, that they alvvays^ 
require gratifications of the most difficult 
attainment,^— and wliich, when obtained, 
are frequently received without any expres- 
sion of acknowledgement or satisfaction. — . 
A servant has been sent express to London^ 
which ia an hundred and twenty mHcs 

from he father's seat, for an elegant dregs, 

c 2 ^ 
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ih order to give her a superiority of ap- 
pearance at a country ballj which, when it 
has arrived, she has not only refused to 
wear, but has thrown aside with contein[!>t« 

^* To remonstrate with her on these un- 
pleasant ahd disgraceful caprices, would 
make her fret, — and fretting Would make 
her look pale, — and then the good Knight 
is alarmed for her health, — and his good 
lady fears some diminution of her beauty ; 
— so that these worthy, mistaken people, 
sacrifice every satisfaction of their own 
lives, in fruitless endeavours to make that 
of their daughter happy. 

*^ This capricious character, which has 
manifested itself in her childish and girlish 
days, is preparing accumulated sorrow, for 
her infatuated parents. — ^The season of 
love is at hand ; and what is to be ex- 
pected from Arabella, when under the 
influence of a passion that makes fools of 
the wise? 

" Among other thoughtless indulgences, 
the amusement of novel-reading has been 
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permitted to excess. — She already possesses 
every preparative to romantic love; and is, 
as it were, on. the moment of -entering into 
all the wilds of it. Without exerting any 
extraordinary power of prophecy, I may 
venture to foretel, that she will soon make 
her parents curse the criminal fondness 
against Which no counsels of friendship, or 
admonitions of experience, were allowed to 
operate. — Other comforts, it is tp be hoped, 
are in store for them ;^ — for they will re- 
ceive neither honour, support, npr consola>- 
tioHj from the virtpes of Arabella : — Their 
own false and foolish tenderness has blasted 
them for ever. 

^* But here is a whimsical woman c^ 
another sort, age, ^d complexion : whose 
strange affectation, however, would be ill- 
treated, were it followed by any thing bqt 
lighter. She is a widow lady, of higlj 
rank ; and though she has but just sight 
enough to see her way, and discover somer 
.tiling of the form of large objecM, it is her 
particular fancy to converse and act as if 
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she had the beam of a lynx. She is come 
here to amnset^n hou^ in viewing the pic- 
tureSy not a single figure of which can she 
distinguish ; — and if her conipanion on 
whom she leans, were to attempt to correct 
her in any of her necessary mistakes^ she 
would not only be dismissed from a very 
good situation^ but have her name erased 
out of a will, in which it is> at present, 
joined to a considerable legacy, as a reward 
for her pliant subservience to the reigning 
foibles of her patroness. 

" But the good lady does not escape, as 
you may suppose, without causing a good 
deal of mirth among her acquaintance.-^ 
It was but yesterday that she paid a visit to 
a certain Duchess; and, after saying a 
great many fine things to a fire-screen, in- 
stead of her Grace, she arose to look at a 
very large picture of monkies, whose splen- 
did frame had struck upon her ken ; and, 
after appearing to examine It with great 
attention, ' through her glass, she pro- 
nounced it to be a very fine family piec^ 
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from the. very great resemblance of the 
portraits to- her Grace, and my Lord 
Duke." 

" This circumstance," observed Don 
Cleofas, " might, notwithstanding the folly 
of it, be attended with some degree of 
mortification." — " You are most undoubt- 
edly right," replied Asmodeus ; " and if 
the family had been, as some are, remark- 
able for any personal defect, the com- 
parison> accidental as it was, would not 
have been very graciously received: — in 
,the examplej however, which I have just 
given, there is too great an assemblage of 
family beauty to be at all disconcerted by 
the curious compliment." 
. " But^ow let me ask my friend, what' 
is his opinion of this portrait of a female 
figure, in a white robe, who is represented 
as feeding a pigeon " — " The act,'* said the 
Count, *^ is characteristic of a benevolent 
mind, and the lady seems to wear the fea- 
tures which are generally regarded as 
the. marks of an amiable disposition.''-— 
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^' It is very true/' replied the Demprii 

*^^ the origipal of this {^cturie 19 9 wppn^a of 

very singular humanity, and I will give yop 

5^n example of it. Some time since, she 

was mistress pf a beautiful set of cream- 

coloured ponies, which she was very fond 

4>f driving in a phaeton; but, becoming 

tired of that amusement, she determined to 

dispose of them, and gave her orders ac- 

4X)rdingly :-r-reflecting, however, that her 

little horses might not meet with such kind 

treatment fram another as they had done 

from her,— she changed her determination, 

,Mnd humanely ordered her coachman to 

cut their throats. 

** With this truly compassionate lady, 
then," said Don Cleofas, ** we will finish, if 
you please, our present visit i^-I have seen 
enough of copies, and should be glad to 
i:eturn to our pursuit of originals." " Your 
JiOrdship h^ anticipated me,*' answered 
Ihe Demon, *^ for I was on the moment of 
jnaking the same proposition. Indeed, I 
.must be^ your consent to let me dispose of 
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you for half an houir, as I have a little er^ 
rand of consequence to perform, on whiclj 
you cannot be permitted to accompany ipe. 
: — ^I wiU not, however, leave you entirely 
\vil;hout a^;ViseiTient to fill up the interval 
tyi tny return;— and there/' contipue4 
Asmpdeus, as they quilffed the house, " ar^ 
jthe gqod peiople whom I shall empjoy.v for 
that purpose. — T^e smart little woman, 
^lu> is walking round the garden oif the 
aquare, with a gentleman in boots, i?nu$t 
have the unconscious honour of enterJtain* 
ing y.Qu, till I have the pleasure of seeing 
yo^ ^gain. — ^Yoju wiH join the party imager 
jdifitely, and, without being visible to their 
^tics, you shall both hear and un4erstanf|: 
|hg subject of tiieir cqnversatjion/' — Th^ 
Count obeyed without hesitation the cofflr 
jooands of his diabolic master, and waf 
entertained with the following kittle history^ 
»" Jt is ?o long/*^ said the geitf leman^ 
.^^ siacel saw y.o^ulast, and you wer? then so 
fip^cixyp\fxi^ev th^n youar^ at present, that 
jif J.rlia^ gassed yo/j ^Vjery day of jg^y )ji^, I 
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should not have recollected your features ;-— 
I thank you, therefore, for making your^ 
self known to me^ as I shall feel a great 
pleasure in being of service to the child of 
persons whom I bad known and regarded 
in my early years, — ^Your appearance^ 
is not, I must %wn, of a nature to- 
make me very sanguine in my expectations 
that your situation is as I could wish it ;— * 
but, whatever, it may be, your unreserved 
communication of it, can alone enable me 
to become your friend.** 

*^ Your suspicions. Sir,** answered the 
young woman, are but too well directed ;. 
- — but It is now mry duty, as well as my in* 
terest, to speak the truth ; arid I will give 
a very faithful outline of my life, since I 
turned my back on that home to which I 
have continually, and most anxiously wished 
to be restored. 

^ I need not tett you, who know the 
worM* so welh that there is no excuse so 
favourable to the wishes of a giri who has 
)a imndto run away from home^ as a father- 
in*kw,^ or a mother-iti-Iaw ;— the fieoondl 
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marriage of my mother afibrded me this 
excuse, — and I availed myself of it, to 
escape from what I thought proper to con? 
sider domestic tyranny, in order to find 
liberty and happiness in the arms of a 
strolling playen 

- . " This event, like all that have followed, 
&d not answer my expectations* — The 
hero whom I had admired on the stage, 
proved but a miserable figure behind the 
scenes; and I soon discovered the fond 
descriptions which my lover had given me 
€)f happiness, to exist only in. the pagea of 
those plays from whence be borrowed them^ 
Ji howeveri possessed some little ambition, 
«od determined to strut my hour also upon 
the stage. My education, as you well know, 
could not have been very brilliant,-~but my 
.memory was-good, and I did not find it 
difficult to repeat the part which I could, 
-scarce read;— I had vivacity enough, for 
Gpmedy, and spirits^^ enough. fxM^ tragedy*; 
but the natural* hoarseness of my 
vgipe prevented me from: siivxeeding in 
iitho^. evea on tfa^ board^^of a barn»- 
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was, therefore, obliged to content mysdf 
with making one in a danqei or addiag my 
figure to the train of a prooetsion. 

*'' The person, however, r with whom I 
lived, having some skill in music, andm 
voice which was thought superior to -aa 
itinerant situation, became engi^ed to per- 
form at a Theatre Royaler— and thither I 
accompanied hiro.-^The splendor of our 
new situation, when compared with the 
wretched shifts of a . strolling . comfumy^ 
made me ambitious to enter. ;upon ^the 
«cene, if it were only to bear a tordi, or to 
4kdd a scream to a chorus. ^But» m spite of 
^U my endeavours, I could not succeed ;-nr« 
«iid my gallant assuring me, « after i^ome 
•months instruction, that I had hot. ai^y ear 
9v4)atever for music, a very serious quarrel 
ensued between us, which, as I thought^ 
'Justified my proving Wfaithfui to him, and 
SBttaehing myself to another, who, by de^ 
.dating that I had the not^es of a nigfatiii* 
^le, very easily won me to faim.^^^But mif 
new lover, ail enamoured as he w^, soon 
^dMoo$ere4> la his turo^-soflM veiy «iu3h 



«Xfisibal tones in my voice, and the har^ 
mc^yfif our ^fiectioM was soon dissolved^ 
. . ^^Exjperii^oe, indeed, has, at length, con^ 
•vinced me, that my notes are bf an harsher 
nature than I could have suspected ; a|id 
£0 uniform have been the complaints of 
them, from. every. person with whom I have 
sihce been connected, that I am forced, ajt 
JastV . to .confess that they are become unr 
jileasant even to myself. — In short. Sir, the 
<>ontinual di»x>rd in which I have been ea- 
€^,.with one .od another, ,hasmade me 
li»)k with a longing eye. to thai: home,^ 
.wl^cfa I kft because I wa^ not happy, and 
vhere I ^lost ardently long to return^ 
diecause, since I left it, I hanre. never ceased 
to be miserable. 

f^i beg leave to repeat the word mi^ 
.seruile ;-^for, however gay, — ^however va- 
,ricd, and JfiowiQver pleasurable, a life of pro&- 
Htftution may, at timea, pros^e, the intervab 
case too .dr^dful t,o he described : nay, the 
^very H^eans iw^iob, are employ^ed to dias^ 
jaway r^^ion^-rrto deadien remembsranc^j. 



M DBVI& VVOK TWO STICKS 

— to banish appvehensioa, and anitnate 
hope, are bat so many opiates, whidi, \rhile 
thqr afford a short-lived ease to pain, 
poison the very rooU of virtue and hap- 
aptness. 

*^ What b the mistress^ even of a mm of 
£ishions but a pampered being, whom a 
moment*s caprice may sink from abaroache 
to a dunghill. A maa of sentiment, ini- 
deed, would dismiss her with kindness ; oi^ 
at least, he would not leaw her to>the hoi> 
rors of poverty and distress* But what 
must be her feelings, if a grain of senfflbii- 
Uty remains in her breast, when his last 
adieu is accompanied with those wholesome 
counsels which she has not the cesolotioa 
to follow 1" 

^' Fromiscooos connexion iis st^ll worsen. 
To hang on the arm of a^ young lawyer, at 
a public place to night;! — to be whirled, 
the following day, ia a young merchant's 
curricle to Epsom races {-"^nd to figure, 
on the- third; evenings with a so^art cockade, 
itoi the upper boxes of a. play-house ;r^ what 
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fs- it atl^ — ^but a miserable existence ? Or^ 
if the expected visitor does not eome, to 
8ally forth^ in order to find the accidental 
lover, — ^what is it but greater misery?— 
Or to become stationary with a man you 
dislike^ who dare not pass you off as his 
wife ; and has ft in his power to turn you 
into the streetf whenever he pleases, as a 
discarded and faded mistress ; — what is it 
atl—but misery indeed? 

*^ I shall not descend into a further de* 
scription of the wretched life in which I 
am Engaged, because^ thank Heaven^ I 
have not yet known it ^— I shaU> ther^ore, 
conclude my melancholy stery^ with a 
solemn and experimental dedbration, that 
tbe lowest situation of virtue is better than 
the highest elevation of vice ; — and with 
ofiering the wijsh of my heart, that the- 
jfriends of my youth would forgive my 
errors, and take back their poor strollei^ 
who has sa long been tired of sti^olling in^ 
the paths of error, to give her a final an& 
saying admission tp the home of vix^ue.!^ 
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** Well," said the gentleman, after walk- 
ing a few paces in silence, ^^ if your actions 
lieep pace with your words^ — and you give 
me those junequivocal proofs of your fiin- 
^erity which I shall require, — you iriay de- 

m 

paid upon my obtaining for you that for- 
giveness from your mother, which will .be 
accompanied with her be^t protection from 
the temptations and distresses of your pre- 
sent unhappy condition, and the added 
misery which must otherwise be your 
future portion.'* 

With this prpmise of friendship he tpot 
^is leave;— and, while Don Cleofas was 
.observing, with some degree pf astonish- 
jDJient, that the cQuntenance of tl)e young 
.woni^n did not betray all those symptoms 
<of satisfaction which he so naturally ex- 
pected would. ari?e, on the happy prospject 
beforje her, .Asmodeus made his appear- 
^Dce^ to satisfy him on the subject. 
. <* I fin4 you rather surprised,'* said the 
,DemQn, *•* at perceiving the appearance o£ 
disappgintoiQR.t^ Yflmm I can ^m^m |^PP> i^ 
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U. vjery Severely felt. That little artful 
baggage has told her story without any 
material variRtioia from the truth ; but all 
the affected pathos ©f the business was in- 
troduced, in hopes of gaining a little im- 
ipediate supply, of a« pecuniary nature. If 
sh^ had obtained ^ few guineas, as she 
fully expected, for her assumpd repentance, n 
the worthy niar), whom she has been eq- 
deavpurjng to dupe, would have seen her 
no more. A few jnpnths ago the strata- 
gein might haye succeeded ; but, unluckily ' 
fqr her, he has of late become rather sus- 
picious of the sex ; and 4 very particular 
circumatanoe which befel hifn, within tl^ese 
ihree months, has implajnted aseqtiment in 
his breast which it bad nev.er known before* 
Nor will you, I beljey.e, express any asto- 
liishment, when I have explained to you 
the cauae of such an unexpected change ia 
the operations of his benevolent r-ijture. 

^^ You must knpw then, that till thp 
jevent which I am iabout to tell you, ihi& 
gentleman was remarkable fpr hi? . ge^ift- 
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rous and unsuspecting disposition ; nor had 
the common ingratitude of mankind^ and 
ordinary disappointments of friendship, 
been able, in any degree, to diminish it. — 
But, about two years ago, he connected 
himself with a young woman, whose per- 
sonal charms, and affectionate attentions, 
had attached him so -fondly to her, that his 
intimate friends entertained very serious 
apprehensions lest he should form an indis- 
soluble union with her. 

^^ This favourite mistress was maintained 
by him in a very handsome manner : — he 
had fixed her in an house^ in one of the 
iliost fashionable streets, which he had fur- 
nished with great elegance ; and a black 
servant, in a livery enpched with silver- 
lace, was used to follow her in her morn- 
ing promenades. When she became preg- 
nant, her friend was enchanted, and there 
is not a- doubt, but that soon after she had 
made him a father, he would have made 
her a wife ; but, most unfortunately for 
ber,. when the child made its entry into 
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the world, it appeared to wear the colour 
of the servant, instead of that of the 
master. 

" The consequence of this unexpected 
business was, that as soon as. the lady re- 
covered strength sufficient to be removed, 
she was ordered to quit, the house, and, 
with a purse of guineas, and a load of frip- 
pery, was turned into the wide world, tq 
^eek another place of rest, with her tawny 
bantling and sable paramour. 

** From that moment this worthy man 
has been the slave of suspicion ; — and 
though the virtue of benevolence is too 
deeply rooted in his nature to be eradicated 
from it, be will never again yield to its . 
emotions without the most complete con- 
viction, that the object who solicits his 
benevolent protection is deserving of it. 

** I perceive,'* continued the Demon, 
^^that you are preparing to let off a volley 
of very fine sentiments on the business ; 
but female falsehood and artifice are such 
stale subjects, that I shall take upon me to 
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interrupt you, without any ceremony, — 
and, with as little, I shall introduce you to 
a few morning visits, where, I believe, we 
shall find something for your present en- 
tertainment ; and, if «it shall so please yOu^ 
for your future reflection. A street in the 
neighbourhood will afford us all we can 
wish, and the window of an attic-story, will 
grant us a position to command the differ- 
ent scenes which I shall have the honour 
of unfolding to you.'* 

In an instant they were in possession of 
the proposed situation ; and the Count had 
scarce time to look a little abput him, 
when Asmodeus directed his attention to 
the first-floor of the house immediately 
opposite to them. 

'^ The two ladies, •* said he, " whom you 
-see there conversing w}th so much cordi- 

I 

^lity,, fqrm a very singular coalition ; — for 
they are the wife and the mistress of the 
jsame gentlieman." " A singular coalition 
indeed,'* exclaimed the Count ; ^' but do, I 
T^r^y you, explain to me, Uj[)on what liberal^ 
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or illiberal principle, can they have adopted 
such an harmonic system." 

^* The wife,'* answered the Demon^ " is 
a very sensible woman, and gives no small 
proof of her title to that character, by thft 
conduct I am about to relate to you. She 
well knows it to be beyond the reach of 
possibility to keep her husband, who is, in 
every other respect, an irreproachable cha 
racter, within the bounds of rigid fidelity : 
— she, therefore, very wisely ex8rts her 
utmost endeavours to prevent that fail-* 
ing from being, as little as possible, dis- 
honourable to himself, and injurious to his 
family. She is, accordingly, very solicitous 
to fix his preference on the present object 
of it, as she believes her to be a woman 
who does honour, if such an expression is 
admissible, to a dishonourable character, 
and poss^ses sentiments which would be- 
come a better situation. Being informed 
this morning that her husband has lately 
paid some suspicious attentions to a figu-» 
rante of the Opera, she did not hesitate to 
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make this very unexpected visit; and hav- 
ing explained, in the most unreserved man- 
ner, the real cause of it, these two very 
sensible women immediately entered upon 
the important business, in which they are 
now engaged, of forming a plan to keep 
this worth V man to themselves/' 

" I muiat really acknowledge," said Don 
CleofaSj ^^ that this arrangement, taken in 
all its circumstances, . has no common 
merit ; lud that those women who are 
cap:i: le of making jealousy subservient to 
thfir iiU'jrest, must be allowed to possess^ 
at ii dSi, a very superior portion of what is 
cvMcA common sense. 

*' But tell me, I beg of you, what merry 
ideas phiy on the fancy of that gentleman. 
who has, just let hiuiself out of the adjoin-. 
ing house; and who, to all appearance, 
can scarce walk along the street from the 
violence of his laughter/' ".The female 
(cle a tiie^' answered Asmodeus, *' in the 
dravvin^i-room of the same house, is the 
cause of his niirlh, and when I have ex* 
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plained the drcumstances of the scene, it is 
not impossible but you may find a similar 
attack upon your risible propensity. 

** There is nothing so pleasant, my good: 

friend, as female friendship. Lady E -, 

B and Mrs. M- , are almost. 

inseparable. They are so happy when, 
they are together, — and they are so un-; 
happy when they are asunder, that language 
fails in adequate expressions to convey, 
their sentiments on the happiness or misery. 
of these respective situations.— Though 
they have passed the morning with each 
other, they embrace when they meet in 
the evening, with all the ardour of Igng 
separated lovers. Nevertheless, they are not 
so blinded by their mutual attachment, as 
to be insensible^to each others failings. 
" A gentleman called on Lady E — — - 

B* this morning, and on enquiring 

after her friend, Mrs. M , received 

the following answer : — ' She is certainly a 
charming woman, and I love her vastly, 
and I believe she loves me better than any 
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pear to vary in difi^ent countries; but 
ivomen, I believe, are the same in every 
par£ of the globe.*' 

^' In the next hotise,*' said Asmodeus^ 
*' you may see two gentlemen, one of 
whom is dressed in mourning, who are 
engaged in settling a little account, in 
which they possess a mutual satisfaction* 
They are two young men of the world, 
who are above being subject to the controul 
of any principle or sentiment but what 
they call honour. Some time ago, they 
laid a considerable wager oil the lives, or 
ratlief, on the deathls of their respective 
fathers. The gentleman in black, is so 
fortunate as to be the looser 5 — his father 
died in the middle of kst month, and he 
is now paying the money, which he doe$ 
with a great deal of satisfaction, as the 
event which subjects him to this payment, 
baa put him in possession of six thousand 
pounds a year:- while the winner receives 
ihe bet as sonrvething of a temporary con- 
sola tif>n for the mortifying delay of a si^ 
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milar event :-*-J[ mean the death of hU 

father." 

^ But what is the cause of all that con- 

{^jmonf dakl the Count, ^' which I see in 

the house to the left of us ? — And what 

offence has the colprit committed^ who is, 

at tbis motnent, turned into the street by 

a gentleman in a naval uniform ?''-—." It is 

his vatoi'de^chamhtey^ answered AsmodeuSy 

*♦ who is in the predicament which you 

seem to pity, though the circumstance is 

rather of a laughable nature. 

" The master of this faithful servant has 

been for some years very much attached to 

a lady who, during that time, has lived in 

bis house, and govei-ned his family ; nof 

has he seen any cause whatever to suspect 

her fidelity. But arriving in town, rather 

uneKpectedly, this morning, he found his 

trusty valet id feed with his mistress*-— 

Though extremely enraged at such a dis- 

' covery, he coiwnanded his passions so far, 

as to wait till the highly* favoured domestic 

was prepared to appear before him ; when, 

Da . 
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on asking the rascal, in a very peremptory 
tone, how he dared to take the Hberty in 
which he had been detected, he replied 
with great calmness, and without the least 
heaitation, that his master had particularly 
enjoined him, whep he entered into his ser- 
vice, to obey the lady's commands in every 
thing ; and that she had, the preceding 
night, commanded him to go to bed to her. 
This very insulting and unexpected reply, 
has occasioned that violent gust of passion 
which has driven the offender into the 
street/* 

" The business is laughable enough,*' 
said the Count, " and no rule of the drama 
appears to me to have been violated in the 
conduct of it. For my own part, had I 
been the servant, I should have obeyed the 
commands of my mistress ; and had I been 
the master, I should have turned him out 
of doors for it. — But my good friend, very 
contrary to his usual practice, seems to 
have forgotten the lady, — what is become 
of her?'* 



-K 
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" If you will take the trouble," answered 
the Demon, " of directing your looks to 
the upper story, you will see the offending 
fair-one, who, after consulting with her 
jre7nme'de'chambr€ on the business, has 
begun to pack up her paraphernalia, that, 
in case she should be sent off in the same 
whirlwind with her paramour, she may be 
prepared to take her moveables along with 
her/ 

" Talking of moveables," said Don 
Cleofas, " I see a very pretty quantity of 
then) displayed on a table in the parlour 
almost opposite to us; and if I might 
judge from their appearance, they have 
been but very lately removed from the sil- 
versmith's shop to the possession of the 
lady who is now examining them with 
such apparent satisfaction." ** She is mar- 
ried,'' said Asmodeus, " to a gay West In- 
dian, of large fortune, who loves her better 
than any thing in the world, except a little 
dissipated harlot by whom he is infatuated. 
This very morning he ordered a complete 



^ 
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service of dressing- plate for the baggage^ 
but the silversmith, some how or other, 
mistook the object of the commission, and 
has made a moet confounded blunder in* 
deed, by sending it to tlie wife instead of 
the mistress. The gallant gentleman, 
however, after swearing pretty Imndsomely 
at the tradesman, will very wisely assiune 
at home all the merit of the present, 
whose accidental destination he curses in 
his heart. 

" That violent bustle at the door of a 
hirge house immediately to the right of 
us, arises from a circumstance which might 
make good men look grave, but will fur- 
nish many an hearty laugh among the men 
©f the town. 

" The gentleman who lives there, pos* 
sesses the advantage of personal privilege, 
from being a member of Parliament, and 
without having a single acre of property, 
contrives, by some secret art, to live in all 
the elegance and fashion of an amplq for* 
tune.. Happening yesterday morning to 



isr miQXAmy. 55^ 

erK:ounter oiie of bis most importunate 
creditors in the street, he extricated biiU' 
self from the man's soHcitatioos, by ap- 
pointing him to call as to-day, for the pay- 
ment of his deiiiand ; and not only desired 
him to be punctual as to the time, but 
added, * If ray rascals of servants should 
deny me, which, I believe, they frequently 
do, without my knowledge, to save them- 
selves trouble, I desire you will not take 
their word, but walk on, without any cere- 
mony, to my dressing room, where 1 shall 
^be ready to receive you.' Solaced with 
these kind assurances, the good man took 
his leave with every expression of acknow- 
ledgement; and the amiable gentleman, 
on his return home, gave particular orders 
to his servants, when this person called the 
next morning, on no account whatever to 
admit him into the house. 

" At the time appointed, however, the 
unsuspecting tradesman appeared at the 
door, and, on the master of the house be- 
ing dented, he pushed iurwards as he had 
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been instructed ; the servants had received 
their instructions also, and he was, at first, 
opposed with remonstrance and modera- 
tion. When, however, he strove with a 
very persevering spirit to effect his pur- 
pose, — force became absolutely necessary ; 
and he has been discarded^ as you see, 
from the door with that violence which has 
buried all his hopes of payment in the filth 
of a kennel. He is now threatening the 
utmost revenge of legal prosecution; — 
but his friends will advise him to save him- 
self from general ridicule, by concealing in 
silence that catastrophe, which he had not 
the common understanding to foresee. 

" That gentleman who is passing below 
us, is a man of a certain turn of humour^ 
but who possesses a thousand good qua- 
lities. He has lately lost his wifej — nay, 
it was but last week that he consigned her,, 
with all that philosophy which marks a 
wise man, to the tomb of her ancestors.*' 
*^ For my part,*' said the Count, " I should 
rather have conceived, from the cheerful*. 
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ness of his aspect and the smartness of his 
apparel, that he had been a bridegroom 
rather than a widower; and, instead of 
having just lost a wife, that he had just 
married one. On what whimsical prin- 
ciple can he reconcile his dispensing with 
the usual solemnity of sables on the 
mournful occasion ?'* 

" To tell you the truth/* answered As-, 
inodeus,'** which, by the bye, he does not 
scruple to tell all the world, — his late spouse 
was such a termagant devil, and, of course, 
led him such a life, tHat he absolutely 
wishes to publish the satisfaction he feels 
at being rid of her, by thus adopting his 
exterior appearance to the joy of his heart. 
He has, however, ordered a large bunch of 
black crape to be tied round the neck of a 
4og whicJh follows him, — who was occasi- 
onally favoured by a kind word from his 
late mistress,' — and is, therefore, the only 
one of the family who has any cause 
tc^ regret her. 
"By way of contrast, give a little of 

D3 
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your attention to that lady in moarnkvg'y 
who 13 sitting at a tabl«, and conversing 
with a gentleman in a dress of the saftt€< 
colour.— Slie has btdy b^eita di^rived 06^ 
\ke be&t httsband in the world?,— ^^and ha* 
put on the apparel of dec^p- distress, in op*- 
der to make people bel^ev^e that dfier 
kiments his loss.. Her weeds are notODljp 
arranged according lo tt>e most rigid regu- 
lations of widbwhood^-^but sjfce confines ^ 
berself to her roowf,— sees li4tte or w% 
aofl*pany,~and^ m regar^ng m%h. mei»^ 
teoed eyes the portrait of that most e«€eU 
fcnl man,'her husband, wliach hangs hefor^t 
her, she^ fiwis her feieg*^ ai^ i«dee<i, hei» 
eiity consoliatioo.— This- is^ ih^ -langtiag^ 
^e holds to chd'fkw who a^ ad(m(itted'to? 
the fri^ndfy, but' frui^tess etidea,vo«rs tot 
zSfbvd' her GOi>sohitfe«i; and' siicte i^ the 
discourse she is now addressing' t©^ hex prew 
^nt visitor, who waife a«»€&r pf'IlilTOO^ audi 
m^mat^ friei^ o^- the no^n^ she- d^p]a>ress^«-^ 
When, however, b^ has taken- hm im^^ 
ihe will* iinme(£ak€ly set ^bout^ fiqi^hin^^^. 



Bang trttef to a very handsome ymmg mmv 
m the North, her crimiivai ^ttuchnicnt fa 
whom, horrkd her dotting husband to bis. 
gra;v0« 

*' In the garret of the stivAt house, ^ 
tery ctiriom, f boogh not Utnconrfrfon c^fe- 
mony is perferifiiivg, to which 1 shall iolfo* 
dece yoo. — A feotma^ of the f ftii)y died 
there last fifght^ \tho #as. re!hn^rkal>le ibr si 
fery fine hea(^ of lmt;^^^nA^ fd^bionaibto 
hair-dresser, who has^ purcbafsed ift ol 
ti>e DiiTSe, is riow^ bu&ily engaged in sepa- 
mtingr it frctn the corpse, in ordbr tor fiortn 
It .Into' a- braid for a lady of q»aHty/ 

*^ Buf I see 21^ n^im^r of seriant^," sfsid 
^e Count, ^^ aft employed iii> raising li kd<6* 
dirr to» a window,/! whieh a gerjtleiT>ari 
appeam in» a $tate of as much digress* and 
ivnpatienee Mif die house wereon fire, amd 
tile fian)e» at fcis* heel.^ ; yet I ^) not per^ 
cme ^y $ymptonwf of toch^ an accidetvt.-** 
I^o the iftse of a ladder at mtdnighlf; I'atrt 
Mi akog^ther a stranger, as your Worship 
wdl fcaows ;-*-'btJt the descenditig rn thit 






60 DEVIL UPON TWO STICKS 

manner^ from an upper-story, at mid-day, 
and in the face of the world, is a piece oC 
gallantry, which is so far from being familiar 
to my experience, that it stifles even the 
possibility of a conjecture.*' 

'^ The history of this business," said the 
Demon, '^ is of that peculiar nature^ as, al 
the same moment, to excite the opposite 
sensations of disgust and merriment. You 
will abhor the transaction, without being 
able to refrain from laughing at it« 

" The house which now attracts your 
notice, belongs to a npble lord, whose 
character will be better explained by the 
account I am about to give you, than by 
a long declamation on the subject. — II 
may be necessary, however, to observe,, 
that his Lordship's principal pleasure con- 
sists in associating with that kind of mea 
who will submit to his folly, and join ia 
his excesses for the sake of keeping com- 
pany with a Lord, and enjoying the good 
things of his table. — ^The person whom 
you have seen escape from the window, is 



one of these respectable people, — and was 
psarticularly invited to the honour of break- 
fasting, this morning, with hrs noble pa*- 
tron. — Previous, however, to his arrivalv 
the coffee had been medicated with a^ 
very strong purgative drug ; and of that? 
grateful fluid the favonred guest was per- 
suaded, wHhout much difficulty, to take a* 
very plentiful portion. — He was then in- 
vited by the noble lady of the house, with* 
a very innocent poUteness^ to wash it down* 
with a few cups of tea. When his Lord«- 
ship imagined the season of operation was* 
drawing nigh, be quietly quitted the room ;-• 
and, having double^oeked the doors of it, 
he put the keys in his pocket, and sallied 
forth to take bis morning walk, — leaving 
his wife and his friend totally unsuspicious" 
of the prqj/ect which was formed againsfe 
them. 

. " In a very short time^ however, the latter* 
was seized with a sudden, and most pres- 
sing necessity to quit the room ;— but he: 
found, ta bis utter astonishment and dis^ 



6^ I>BVII. UFOK TWO ^ick:3^ 

Biay, on making application to the ddor% 
that att passage from thence w^la denkd 
lum; Modesty had long been a strangjer 
to bis character; and, as for delicaey 
erf s^timfent, of any kind, he had ftev«i? 
Ic^nown it : — But he now (At him^lf in a 
pr^icajnent^ for once in bi» Hfe^ when he 
eaiperieneed svkneihing like the influenGe ^ 
both.-— Ta do him fualt€ie> hts!dtatreda w«^, 
extreme ; — there wa9 bkH a closet tb re^. 
€eive» nor a screen to hide htm; and the? 
kdy> who^ co<ii^ not com^ebeiad, at fiarsty, 
the caus^ of liia strange edniiasion^ be^ 
€0mej m a short trme,. inexpressibty oon<- 
^ed herself^ by the ceriemony tiiat ex- 
pMned it« 

*' To force the lodis was impossibte ; 
and to break tkrot^h;do»trie' doors waS'tiet 
wry p^ctieahb.-^fa short, (fbere W2» nc^ 
other method to effect an escape, but that 
Mrhioh you- b«ra jnst wionesapd ; a«id, be« 
fore such ant asrangesnoit coutcS be prSM 
pared, a seene was actt d:^ &B wb^ li p^t-^ 
ceive^ by the diakM^n^ €xf yom^ OMiir* 



tetiance, thait you have an adequate idea, — ^. 
To crown the whele^ the amiabb ^and de)^ 
eent nobleman, ia iiow diverting tiknsd£ 
and oo^n^panbns: with an aecount of the 
sitiifltion in. which he: left Irts lady and hifli 
friend ; amd deKghting himself with der^ 
acribing tlie pFobable circumstances^; of 
distress^ whieh have taken place betweem 
tbem;" 

: *^.Thefe;Ss, I must ceufess/'' said tlie' 
Gdontj; ** samething ridfeidoua in the ba-* 
sinreas; and a* monnnotary smile may, escaper 
ma oa^ the veeitak. 6f it ; but. never thdesai: 
l'£^ef^i|l;h a degree of indigf3aia.tr. cantempfr 
lot this wrteteh^dasiimaLaf aibrd^ that yod 
could not afK»d im sl greater satislac^ni 
ih^vk by meking-m^ witness Ik> the^ ^evenga 
ttfbich irili he lakei^ ef him .for jsncba gf^sst 
acdl uQcnanly yiolatifin. o£ deowc^i iasbM 
honour."' . . 

^ As^^fiiK the vrocthy gentfemanj" rapKed 
tine' Pen%on, ^' wboqf^ } mi sow 'descend tbsr 
Hiddep'trith^ S'uch ^ddkuloiia' pcecifMjtiation^. 
hia heiijtvt Jlias»tQGu.iiu3dti: ui thes qriUi. o£ hiir> 
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man nature to meditate resentment. Nay, 
80 perfectly amiable is his disposition, that 
be will, this very evenings sup with his- 
Lordship, and join in the laugh against 
himself. — The lady, indeed, feels some sort 
ef displeasure at the insult which has been' 
offered her, atid affects more. She.will^c 
however, console herself, by conadering it 
as an excuse for certain agreeable liberties 
which she has been, for some time, in the 
habit of taking with her charming hus^ 
band ; and which, after the late treatment 
she has received, the fashionable world will 
bQ very much disposed to justify. — His 
Lordships heavt is, without doubt, a very 
beastly one^ and, as for his head, her 
Ladyship has long since taken care to give 
it the, same character. —In short, he wants 
nothing but cloven: feet, to be as complete 
a brute as ever fed in a pasture. 

** Btit' I must take you from sueh gross^ 
and indecent company, and shall beg your 
attention to a scene of a- vei^ different 
complexion^ now performing in the parlour 
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of that house, before whose door a very 
^egant chariot is in waiting. — We have 
j ust been in the society of people who have 
no conscience at all ; but I shall now pre- 
sent you with a very striking example of 
the influence of that monitor of the hu- 
man heart, in repeating to you a conversa- 
tion that is taking place between a man of 
fashion and a respectable clergyman, whom 
you may observe to be speaking with a de- 
gree of warmth which marks the interest 
they both take in the subject of their dis- 
course. This, indeed, is not a matter, 
which, as a Devil, I ought to communicate 
to you, — but, for your sake, I shall not feel 
a mortification in becoming, for once, a 
lecturer on the natural philosophy of the 
human mind. — It is as follows : 

G. — * If I do not greatly mistake, Sir, 

you occupied the pulpit of St. -'s 

church, on the morning of last Sunday.' 

C.-*'Itisvery true, Sir; I preached there 
on that day, and at the time you mentioni.*; 

G. — * Then, Sir, permit me to ask you^ 
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me the least alarm ; nor 
me from acting as I ough 
on my honour and consci 
tteman, and as a cleigyms 
to my knowledge, saw or ! 

this visit. My preachin 

which you frequent, was pt 
but as I knew that'll is att 
fashionable congregaiibn, I 
to preach with all the ener 
possessed, against a very ft 
and as to my looking occa 
two people uliQ were guiltj 
also a matter of accident, 
the habit of addressing my 
ticufer parts of a church, s 
voice to be more distinctly 

Out it. This, Sir, is tlie 

I shall not dishonour tbe pi 
I delivered my offensive d 
master whom I endeavoui 
that oSiee, by retracting 
syllable of it ; and, if tl 
have now mack^» does ~ r 
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tvounded pride, I stand before you, an un- 
resisting object of your revenge, — if you 
chuse to add murder to adultery, tlie choice 
IS with you. I have endeavoured to make 
my life useful, by promulgating the truths 
of that religion, to whose service I am de- 
voted ; nor am I afraid to die in support of 
them . And now, Sir, let me ask, in my turn, 
how you and your lustful paramour dare to 
appear in a place of sacred worship, with 
all the rankness of your offence upon you; 
and to insult your Creator, by making the 
solemnities of his religion a ch)ak for one 
of the most obnoxious crimes that is en- 
gendered by the corruption of mankind? 
I shall, however, treat you better than you 
deserve, by being the faithful <lepository of 
a.secret, which your own folly has betrayed; 
and, v^hile f summon my servant to open 
the door for you, I charitably and sincerely 
advise you, to go and sin no more, lest a 
, worse thing should befal you.* 

" The clergymari," coMtinued Asmo- 
deus, " as you may perceive, on the arrival 
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of tlie servant, quits the . room s arid tlie 
gentleman sneaks to his chariot:'* — *' In 
order, I suppose/' said the Count, ^^ to 
tell the lady the ill soocess of his erraud 
with, the parson.** " By no means," replied 
tlie Demon : " he will, on the contrary,, 
return ho^ne ; and, after reflecting seri« 
ously OH his sitiuition, determine to see her 
no more. But this is not all ; — in a rery 
few days, be will ptiy a second visit to the 
clergyman, to assure him of the resolutioa 
he has taken to thank bini (or having pro- 
duced it, — and to beg the honour and con- 
solation of his friendship throughout tb« 
remaining part of their lives." 

" I really imagiaed," said Don Cleofasl^ 
*' that the clergy vvere^ from the nature of 
their profession, as much exempted as wo* 
men from this kind of disputation ; butj 
perhaps, it may be the oustofp of this 
country to thiuk otherwise* Indeed, if my 
eyes do not deceive me, as I most sincerely 
wish thej^ may, I see a gentleman, at this 
tnoment, with a pistol in his banil, addres^ 
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aipg ft yoang lady with that d^ree of 
vehement passion, as fills me with alarm^ 
lest he should conclude his discourse by 
putting an end to her existence." " It is 
her father,'* said the Demon : — " Gracious 
Heaven !" exclaimed the Count ; " is it pos» 
€ible?" ' *vDo not interrupt me," replied 
A&modeus; " it is her father, and the 
history is a sad one; — but you shall have 
it. 

** The young lady, who is beautiful, 
amiable, and accomplished, has some tin>€ 
ago been disappointed in love ; and, in 
consequence of a tender prepossession, 
which occupies all the affections of her 
heart, she has resolutely opposed the re*- 
iterated intreaties and commands of her 
parents, to accept the proposals of a silly 
young jman of large fortune, whom she is 
disposed to detest. Her father, whose af- 
fairs are very much on the decline, and who 
is, for many weighty reasons, most deeply 
interested in the proposed establishment of 
Jbis daughter, has, after every other me- 
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thod had proved fruitless, determined upon 
one which will prove successful. In short, 
he is now informing her, that he is on the 
very brink of ruin ; that nothing can pre- 
serve him from it, but her consent to the 
match which has been proposed ; and that 
if she hesitates to receive his friend for her 
husband, she will, in a few minutes, be de- 
prived of a father ; — as he is come with a 
determined resolution to punish any further 
refusal, by putting an end to his life in her 
presence. 

" Thus is her consent to be wretched^ 
during the rest of her days, wrung from 
her distracted mind ; and she will shortly 
enter upon a scene of splendid misery, with 
an husband whom she cannot love, deprived 
of the consolations of a father, whom she 
can no longer respect; and reduced, as the 
only source, even of visionary comfort, to 
sooth her sickly imagination with dreams 
of happiness that will never be realized. 

*' But we will turn from this scene of 
distress, to some object or other which may 



' eate, at least, le8s painful seasatioiiis; and 
ISoat cbaoh ^whidi has'juet stopped at thi 
xiooT erf tliis: wry -house dn which <\e are 
perched, contains one wtiich ^vill sitit oar 
purplose, . ' . 

" It is an elderJy woman of goad for- 
itne,. who has this morning paid iive and 
tv;enty vi^ts^ and found but one admit- 
tance^ which happened, by the bye, from 
the ignorance of a neWfServant^ who is not 
yet sufficiently insiKruct^d^ in tho. denials of 
his. lady* This good* woman, as- she give^ 
occa^nal entertainments, has d v^ry nu- 
merous acquaintance.; but has contrived 
to make her private society avoided, as 
much as possible, by them ali^ from the 
possession of n virtue that she calls since^' 
rity, but which they denominate an irre* 
sislible propensity to say unpleasant things. 
The. truth is, that a certain bluntness of 
thought and expression, which, however 
disagreeable to others, cannot be openly re- 
sented, or retorted as an affront, forms the 
whim, the habit, and the happiness of thi» 

vol.. IV. B 
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old lady's life. It mayi indeed, at the san 
time, be observed, that those people who' 
pique theiiiselves> on the virtue of a rude 
sincerity, or what they oftentimes call 
speaking their minds, are very seldom 
known to possess any other. 

^' From this pleasant woman, I shall 
turn your attention to that worthy gentle- 
man who has just come out of his houses 
and, meeting an acquaintance at the bottom 
of the steps, with whom he exchanged a 
few words, turned abruptly back ag;ain. 
Being told by a morning visitor that it was 
the finest day there had been for a long 
time, he immediately dressed himself, took 
his cane, and sallied forth to enjoy the 
charming weather ; when, meeting with a 
person, as you have just seen, who informed 
him, that though the sun shone bright, 
there was a cutting wind in the shade, he 
has hurried into the.house, ordered his study 
(iiv lo be replenished, and is preparing to 
guard himself against the inclemency of 
the ocabon. 
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i ^* He is an amiably benevolent man, but 
has no will or opinion. of his own ; and is 
always governed by that of the last person 
whom he has seen : so that his sentiments 
are as unsteady and variable a^ the weather- 
cock on his parish church. 

"An author whom. he reads iu the 
morning, may be the first writer in the 
world ; at noon, perhaps, the work may 
have lost some of its merit, and be. inferior 
to many others on the same subject ; at 
night, the matter may be an entire pla- 
giary, — the style turgid and uninti?UigibIe» 
and the book itself a gross imposition on the 
public. — As for his religion,— he has been 
a member of the established church, a 
Presbyterian, an Anabaptist, a Moravian, 
and a Methodist ; nur would he have 
escaped an occasional submission to the 
triple crown, if the preliniinaries of initia- 
tion had not been too dilatory for his tran- 
sient character. As for his politics, they 
are influenced by the same characteristic 
instability : — ^To day, the Minister is z 

£ 2 
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young inan of the first Uktits/ and the 
most patriot virtues. To-morrow, he may 
possess a certain arbitrary spirit, and in- 
tractable temper, together with a want of 
experience, which will render, his admini* 
St ration obnoxious to the public welfare. 
On the third day, he may be an hot-headedj 
vain, ambittous, silly, prating boy ; and on 
the fourth, he may be the saviour of his 
country. Thus is this poor gentleman blown 
about by every wind of opitiion, — and he 
will continue to be 80> till fate has fixed him 
in the grave.** 

" That irresistible power, as it appears to 
me," «aid t)on Cleofas, " has been busy 
very near him ; for I see, at this moment, 
in ^n apartment of the adjoining house, 
the servitors of death busily occupied in 
arraying a lifeless body for its lc>ng home.^ 
•* It is very true,'' replied the Demon; 
^ they are preparing the la^t ceremonies 
for an unhappy man, who died by an* act of 
his own despair. He has fallen a sacrifice 
to the love of gaming, and the progress of 
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his &tal pasfiioa will appear in. the history, 
' as it &rmed the principal foaiure of h\t 
life. 

" Sir WiilUain B ^ was a man of 

fortune.; hia paterjiaL estate .descended to 
him with the incwrivemence of some in*- 
cumbrauces^ but still tl>e clear revenue wa$ 
very conaiderable. No sooner xlid he attain 
the possession of it, than he determined to 
recov.er the fpllies of his father, and leave 
his, fortune without any burthen whatever, 
to his desqeadaat. by the resources of play. 
There requires, however, more than a good 
end in view ; the means must be good by 
which it is. pursued, in order to found a 
rational claim to success; 

*^ Sir William, indeed, mi the principle 
which experience has generally established, 
was an. adventurer who could not gain, be- 
cause he set out with something to lose.-^ 
But he was not, at the same time, among 

the number of those who are the obvious 

* 

dupes of all that join them. He studied play 
as a science, before he seripusly. engaged in* 
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the practice ; he made himself master of the 
different games, and was perfect in the sci- 
ence of calculation : he knew where the 
odds lay, and what they were, under every 
circumstance ; and was always clear in un- 
derstanding the superiority that one man 
possessed over another in the match, as 
well as under the different chances of the 
game. 

^' With these advantages, and with a 
large capital, some might imagine that this 
gentleman set out on a rational plan of im- 
proving his fortune by this honourable pro- 
fession. He himself, indeed, was of that 
opinion, but he was fatally deceived. Be- 
sides all the practical knowledge that can be 
obtained of play, the possession of pru- 
dence is essentially necessary : a command 
of temper is requisite to give a man an op- 
portunity of employing his talents, and 
without it, the most scientific adept in gam- 
ing will become a dupe to a person of very 
inferior skill, who is in the possession of it 

'* A knowledge of mankind b the leadr 
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ing quality of a gamester's cliaracter, and 
it is on that foundation he builds his assu- 
rance of plunder. He studies the passions 
of those with whom he associates ; while 
he has none of his own ; or, at least, is 
never actuated by them when the business 
of his life is before him. He will rouse 
them by a thousand artifices ; nor will he 
fail to exasperate, and elevate them at his 
pleasure. With the obstinate, he will maker 
a run of ill-luck provoke them to a deeper^ 
stake, to recover their losses, under circum-' 
stances in which it is almost impossible for* 
them to win. With the more timid, he 
will make success the bait ; and lose for-two 
successive nights, in order to engage his 
companion to stake ten times as much as 
he had won, on the third ; and in a stater 
of the chances, when little less than a uji- 
racle could prevent him from losing it. 

** Such are the arts of the professed 
gamester, from the master of a turn-about, 
wno strips the Christmas apprentice of his 
halfpence,, to the embroidered or titled 
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sharpi^r, who sweeps the tables in Pall- 
Mali and St. James's Street. Such 9re the 
arts by which men thrive at the gaming^ 
house ; but as they are beneath the prac- 
tice of those who have money to lose, — 
the reason is evident why they must be 
losers. 

*' It would be descending to. a scene 
much more infamous, if I were to descaibe 
the tricks of tl)e sharper (for what I have 
already mentioned is not stigmatized by so. 
harsh a name) who carries false dice and 
supernumerary, cards in his pockets, — 
who lays in wait at taverns for young men 
vho are intoxicated with vvine, or' whom 
he can contrive to intoxicate, and plunders- 
them in that unguarded condition. This 
h universally . considered as fraud and 
eheating; the rest is only a knowledge of 
mankind, and playing the best of tho 
game, 

" Sir William B - — r*- — ^ . who' /was not 
only a man of fortune, but a man of ho* 
pour, was as much above that basenibsd 



which is countenanced . under the softer 
ttrm, as that ^ which is condemned under 
the harsher appellation* H^ would scarce 
believe the existence of such villainous arts 
and dishonpurahle practices ; but consider- 
ed them as bugbears invented by careful 
parents, to keep their sons frpm the dan- 
^exs of pleasurable life ; and if such eviU 
should have intruded themselves on society, 
he trusted tto his own discernment for the 
discovery of them,, and to his resolution , 
for preserving hiniself from their baneful 
iiafluence^ Nothing is more easy than, in 
the moments of cool reflection, to form a - 
liiie of prudent conduct ; and it pften hap«, 
pens that nothing is more difficult th^n, in 
the hour of tri^l, to prevent a. deviation, 
ftomit. . 

** The infatuated Baroneti who deter-^ 
piined to play, as every other person does^j 
with a .design to win, laid it down as an 
undeviating rule, that he would never en-, 
^age with any, but those who had some-» 

thing to JQse; and he possessed all oppor^ 

£3 
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t unities of informing himself concerning 
the property of those who frequented the 
places devoted to the higher species of 
gaming. As he was well instructed in the 
advantages of play, he resolved never to 
risk his money where they were against 
him ; and satisfied with the games at which 
he excelled, he very sensibly determined to 
play at them alone. 

** Here, surely, was a plan as wisely 
formed as can well be conceived ; and, * in 
an adhereiice to whose regulations, it was 
very natural to suppose, that he must be 
successful. But the best mine may become 
useless, if there should be another formed 
beneath it, and the train itself will miss of 
its effect, if the ingredients are imperfect. 
Both these circumstances tended to dis- 
cGTxcert the plan which this honourable 
gamester had laid with such scientific skill 
and precaution. He, it is true, had sunk 
deep, but there were among the enemy 
more experienced engineers than himself, 
who had taken - care to lodge themselves 
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beneath him ; and though all the resolu- 
tions he had taken were perfectly right in 
theory, he was ignorant of those tempta- 
tions which might induce him to break 
them. His passions were more powerful 
than he would give himself leave to sup* 
pose, when they were not excited; and 
-^ unconscious of the provocations they would 
be called to sustain, he was not upon, his 
guard against the advantages that the lat- 
ter would possess over the former. — In 
short, lie commenced gamester. 

** Almost all win when they begin the 
business. — It is an old observation; but, 
Ukfe many others, it is not so well under- 
stood as remembered. , The Devil, it is 
said, gives them . this advantage, to lead 
them further into the scrape;— but, you 
may take my word for it, that it is by no 
means necessary to have recourse to the 
supernatural agency of that respectable 
personage. The good people with whom 
they play, have much of his cunning, and 
many of his excellent qualities ; — they suf- 
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ftT them' to vviw, that they may bci iuTeA to 
the snare; and actin pecfett dbedieioe'to 
their principles, when tiiey Iwe from so 
good a prospect* One ill ranvafctbe out- 
set, would deter iTvany a man- from ?pro-» 
ceeriing a step further;' but one cveoing 
6f success iSxes him/for ever. — If hcloBeSi 
on the second, twice ('the suln that be bad 
won on the first ;---if he loses that which 
would hate driven htm for etter frjoin the 
table, on a first attempt, he codsiders it 
now as the effect of that chance which 
might have been in his favour :— He reeol- 
lects;the suim that he won yesterday, ^^ and 
lie thinks it will be bi« turn to win to^ 
morrow. — He rnxjolves himself in stilJ 
deeper fosses^-^and determines on another 
attempt; as a chance, under which foctune- 
cannot desert him ;. \vhen he saerifices so^ 
much, that tiie rest is not worth his eare. 

*• He who played at first, becmise.he wajh 
covetous, now does it because he is dea* 
perate. — ^Tlie remainder is not worth pre* 
servijpg, when. it may prove the means oft* 



redoveriiig what k gone ; and there is no 
sd^LsourcQ of coDsoIatony hope in the^ 
rt^^eetion, thaA tlie: runs .of ill- luck are not, 
any wot& thao: those of good- fortaa^,. 
^teriial.-^Ifrhe plays with those whoi are 
^bove the praQtic^s of professed storpers,; 
be.W^i probably wm^ on some sucoeedipg: 
night ; ami) from this tinne, he finds him*, 
self entered loo &r to retreat. His fortuoe 
incumbered to a degree beyond all hope^ 
but that of play, to restore it,— the ren 
maining pittance, unequal to his e^&penses^ 
ahd useless to bis . pleasures,— he. keeps 
alive, perhaps, for a few years, amidst the 
contimial vicissitudes of fortune, — arid thcix 
drops iinto tK)thing. 

'< Thus it happens to alf who ptay^ e^r 
eepting only the few who have capacities- 
to comprehend^ aud^ calmness :to take, the 
advantages that oi9S^r, or who ane base and 
villainoDs enough to create them^ — Such 
was the situation of the unfortunate faeroi 
of my story. ^-*«Impatient under losses, or 
Btad with, sucoesa^ his passions had. made^ 
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him the property of all who played with 
him ; and he had already lost two-thirds 
of a very considerable fortune, when, in 
the fever of his mind, he formed a tempo- 
rary connection with a woman of the town. 
He was fluctuating between afQuence and 
beggary, while he was acquainted with her; 
and the presents which were thrown into 
her lap, after evenings of success,— forget- 
ful that fortune had a right to reclaim 
what she had lent him, aided, the miserable 
progress of his undoings 

" Notwithstanding all the address, skill, 
and boasted resolution of this unhapf^ 
man, he not. only very generally played 
with the advantages against him,-~but also 
ete>se for his* favourite antagotiist, one of 
those very pec^le against whom he formed 
the most serious determinations, — One of 
those ptx)fe^ed gamblers had fixed upon 
him as his pi^y, during the fir^ nights of 
his appearance at the gaming-table: — he 
ingratiated himself with him by losing 
freely, and paying, honourably: — he was 
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ever ready to play at any games, and on 
any conditions^ which the unsuspecting 
Baronet thought proper to suggest: — he 
lost to him, at one sitting, a moderate for- 
tune, on the presumption of being able to 
fix him as his antagonist ; and, when the 
bait was once swallowed, the scene began 
to change : — what Sir William had won, 
as he thought, by his skill, of which he 
was so proud, was shortly recovered by 
tricks, which he neither perceived or sus* 
pected. 

" Thus did he proceed, till the small, 
comparative sum of three thousand pounds 
was all that he could raise, on what re- 
mained of his former ample possessions. — 
This was his last stake, and he determined, 
by one bold stroke, to retrieve his fortune, 
or fix his ruin. — ^To the gaming house he 
went for the last time ; and, after playing 
with various success, through the night, he 
found himself in the morning without a 
farthing, or a resourse in the world. — The 
harpy who had sucked his last drop of' 
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blood, ajccompanied hm to his lodgings, to 
settle their accounts ; and when this, ua- 
happy^ but honourable map, had s^tisf^d 
him to the utmost of his power, — * I 
have/ said he, ' paid the debt I .owed 
you; — it now becomes n>e to discharge 
pother, which I pw^. to myself:. — Do not 
be alarmed, — I am only going to do that 
now, whiqh you will probably find it ne- 
OjBssary to do hereafter ;'• — and, taking a. 
pistol from his bureau, which h^ been* 
prepared for the event, he put an imnner- 
()iate en<l to his existence, 

" Such, my friend, is the phiI<)Sophy ofi 
griming;, and, for the present, I shall only 
repeat the observation, which, if ( mistake * 
pot, I have already made to you, that to . 
siay.a man. is a gamester, is to repjresent3 
him as devoid of every quality that can ^n-- 
noble the human mind- — ^The fate of. such : 
a cliaraoter must be already pretty welL^ 
llnowa to }^u^ as4t relates to diis world; — 
when, however, I perform my promise^ of? 
discovering to you a prpspect df the infer? 
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nal tegions^ you .shall be satisfied as io his 
nUoHnent in another;'' 

*' But this seems," said Don Cleofas^ ^' to 
be rather a. fatal «pat ; for, in the very next 
house I haircithis instant seen a gentlemany 
of an Herccilean figure, throw a little, 
pritn/ well-dressed man down a :fiight of 
stairs, with a. degree of violence whi^b 
makes me tremble for his life/* 
. ^*:He is.ndt dead 'yet, ho we vei*,** an- 
swered the Demon, ^ for bis oiitcries are 
kuadl enough to reach us* The fall, it is 
true, was a very severe one, — but, luckily, 
be is motte frightened than hurt;— nor are 
any ^df his limbs - broken : — a few' hand- 
soine brdises, of which, by the bye, he can 
cpre himself, are all the inconveniences he 
willsufFer from the shock he has received; 
— and there is, withal; something so truly 
Ftdicubus in his disaster, that his best 
friends, will not be able tq bear him relate^ 
the history of it with a serious counte- 
nanoevv »'- * •• ' ^ 

" A country lady lodgiss irt t4iat house ;, 
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and, being troubled with some of those 
inconvenient scnsatibns which denote a 
«tate of pregnancy, was advised bj one' of 
her town acquaintance^ as a matter of in- 
dispensable necessity, to conauk a rnaii- 
midwife^-rand this good man, whom you 
have seen «o grievously insulted, and who 
13 a very eminent practitioner, was unfor- 
tunately consulted on the occasion ; for, 
on his first visit, the lady-s husband,- a 
country fox-hunting 'squire, who had not 
been in London for fifteen . years, and 
knew nothing of those medical improve* 
nients, or of the indisposition that required 
their application, went accidentaljy into the 
drawing-room; — when, seeing his wife 
stretched upon the sofa, and a man taking 
those liberties with her v/hich he had no 
idea any one ought t6 take but himself,r— 
he, without making any enquiry, or de- 
manding any explanation, seized the poor 
Doctor by the cpllar, dragged hira to the 
top of the stair-case, and dealt with him as 
you have |ust v^itnessed. 



,J 
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•' To say the truth, there may be cases, 
both in the business of pregnancy and 
child-birth, where the skill of male- prac- 
titioners will be absolutely requisite ; — but 
the universal application to them, upon a|l 
occasions, is one of those practices which 
have arisen from the corruption of the 
times, -7-is very destructive of female mo- 
desty, and prepares the way to female liber- 
tinism. For nothing can be more evident, 
than that a woman, who is in the habit of 
allowing certain liberlies to men, even of 
the medical profession, will lose much of 
that delicacy which forms the best pro- 
tection against similar liberties from pro- 
fessors of a very different science. In 
short, to communicate a litlle secret to you, 
the business of man -midwifery, man-mil- 
linery, and every oth^r business which un- 
necessarily brings men to fiddle-faddle 
about women, was of your humble ser- 
vants invention, — and the scheme succeeds 
beyond my most sanguine expectation. — It 
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was an hit^ for which^ believe mey I got 
very great credit at my own court. 

" lo the upper story of the white housev 
whose windows are decorated with pots of 
' ^wers, there is aa example of another 
species- of sedoctioxv which' is also q£ eoo-* 
dern invention^ and was the work of a lit* 
tie speculating spirit of great genius. He 
is the inventor of. circulating }ibraries>— 
those plenteous sources of mischief to the 
female mind ; — and enjoys, as hid reward, 
the superintendence of them. 

'' In that apartment, you see a young 
lady reading at her toilette, while her 
femfM^de^chambre is employed in dreasing^ 
her air. — She reads aloud, for the benefit 
of her attendant as well as herself; and 
the volume is obtained frotn one of those 
repositories which are to be foiand in every 
part of the town, for the purpose of 
awakening or inflaming the passions of 
young women, and instructing them in all 
the- various modes of gratification* — The 
mother of the young lady is a woman of 



too ihiicli understanding to. permit' the 
pfosecation of such stie'idies ; but the maid, 
Irkemost other maids in her sit nation, prefers 
the pleasure of lier young mistress to thd 
commands of her old one; and, therefore^ 
contrives to prcx^ure that kind of elegants- 
amusing and instructive reading for thd 
former, which is absolutely prohibited by 
the latter. 

''But books are not the only amuse- 
ment which this faithful Abigail procures 
for her feidy ; — she occasionally communis 
cate certain animating epistles from a very 
handsome young man of small fortune^" 
who has a very natural ambition to posses^ 
Viimself of a fine girl, the heiress of a 
great one, 

" The pains employed in- educating this 
young beauty, and the wise lessons of ma- 
ternal instruction vhich ane>daily repeated 
to her, have not, however, been eh-^ 
tirely thrown away:— And, though she 
feels a strong prepossession in favour of her 
lover, and has consented to a secret. episto*^ 
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qiany wimU^^^^^t it wfts lani W£h thrng, 

«f ^ffi^i^Oi were iomwd ; s$ Henrietta 
bfgafi^e, 10 Arm ^Om&mw yezpi^ th^ nuv 
th^ tif ^a^ mariy cbUcfa^en.— It was .now 
umftwm th^t .parted tftnce this happy pair 
hnd liv^ ill 9\\ the Uii^yry of unmxMied ajod 
UQiaterFiiptiod Iqv^; when» onia summer 
Gve^mg^ while WiUiam was guiding the 
len^ril pf n woodhme around his porch, a 
^FV0n,t m fin i^lcgaiH livery, rode hattily up 
to hitti^ H^d i^RJ^^at^ his dssistance in i!e<« 
p^ir^g th^ rpple of hi$ mafllfir's chaise, 
v^hioh had m0t with an ftceideDt im thia 
oth^r side of ^^ eommtti. He wxas not 
of a tmnper to b<9 backward in af&rding 
$iA?h^Si^a|i€e;fi# w^ in hi0:p!0wer, 'to any 
Vjhp'iad^QdltA. but while h« went to fetch 
the impleoii^nH necessary for the purpose, 
thje Qhmae ar>riMed at the ec^age^ and an 
elderly lady andgeotkinan aooa tfolhmed 
it. 
< Wi][li$m iioimediately la^ited them (tQ 
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I 

hk liittle 44^4UQg ; aod while Ipe was a,$^ 

lifting tlie ^erv^aats ia their ^ndewoqra tp 

v^ir fihe^ Qhjtmi his gu^a wer^ lost in 

W<^er at (he Arming simfiKcity and 

homble /Comfort which reigned m the 

acene ,aro:aiid them; littljs do these peb* 

pie know, (aaid the old gentleman) what 

they CQV}^ wlien ttiey envy u^ ; and little 

do they think, that in oar rooma of stete 

aiid magn^ficeticiey there is nothing like the 

real satisfaction which is enjoyed in thia 

straw-roofed du^^llic^. Thia is a place 

where nothing seern^ to be wanting to. bap^ 

piness^ that^ in the eye of wisdom^ can be 

expected to bestoiC;' it. The flowers^ hovY 

fragrant ;-^the fruits, how abundant ; — what 

^ air of comfort breathes, as it werCt 

aronpd us :— and as three lovely children 

ran injto the ropm, — here-— (said the lady) 

jfiere are cherubs who might ascend to 

E^ayemi and be at once acknowledged 

thiere! 

* While they were thus communicating 

th^ir sentiments on the innocent joys of 
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rural life,' William entered to inform thetn, 
that it would be absolutely necessary to 
send the chaise to the next town to be ren- 
dered fit for service ; and that they must 
mortify themselves, for the night, with such 
a poor reception as he could give theni. I 
would, (added he) offer you the best fe- . 
freshments* of my cottage, but I. see my 
wife bringing her sheep across the mead, 
and, in a shi rt time, she will be here to do 
it with a better grace. Ais he spoke, they 
saw Henrietta approach, with her flock fol- 
lowing her. 

' Though the pride of her former life 
was forgotten, the graces of it still remain- 
fed ; and the courtly strangers cOuld not 
reconcile themselves to the majestic air and 
graceful step of this amiable shepherdess. 
William met her with the children at the 
fold ; and having informed her of what 
had happened in her absence, she returned 
hastily, with her little ones clinging around 
her, to pay her duty to her guests. As 
they went forth from the porch to meet 
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her, \yhat an interesting . groiipe is that, 
(said the old gentleman); — interesting, in- 
deed ; (exclaimed the lady) to us both ! 
for, if I live, it is our daughter. Henrietta 
knew her mother's voice — and, before her 
father could recover from his astonishment, 
they had fainted in eaph other'sariyis. Wiljian) 
soon added another figure to this affecting 
scene,:which ended in mutual acknowledg- 
ment and . forgiveness ; and this eveningj 
passed in the cottage^ was declared by them 
all, to be the happiest of their lives. 
. * But though enraptured at this domestic 
union, and feeling the most ardent desire 
^o satisfy the wishes of their parents, this 
rural pair could not be persuaded to re- 
enter into the gay world, and assqme their 
proper station in it. — They were willing tQ 
quit their hunjible occupation,* but the, spot 
where they had lived in such uninterrupte4 
happiness, was too dear to them to ^)e 
abandoned. — The estate on which 'the cot- 
tage stood, happening at this time to be on 
jsale, Henrietta's father made the purchase 
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of it, and built a mansion for htmsdf and 
his chifdren, inrhere he passed the close 
of his life whh them, m a state of unruffled 
eatisfection, which he had if ever expetiended 
in Qtiy former part of it. 

' The cottage, howeVer, netimito and- 
tfered ; but, instead of crowning a meadow, 
U ROW the ornament of a park. — ^Nor do 
WiWatn and Hienrietta foi^get their fdi*mer 
dulling : they eonthine th^ir fenni atlen- 
tk>n9 tp it, and frequeiM% !eave their splen* 
did apartments, and pass an evening tftere, 
to iiidulge themselves in the kixurio»s re- 
membrance of former .times, and jori^^n 
gratitude to that benevolent Power, who 
has rewarded their pure and feidifttl af^ts 
tian with the transcendent happiness they 
now enjoy/ 

^' Such is^ tfte story which otir heroine 
on the opposite side of the street, is rearfitig 
wfth so much attention. As soon as she 
has finished it, she will determine to rnn 
.away with Her lover; and to* morrow night 
will quit her father's house, and never will 
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she enter it ogiinv Alw! she wHl find no 
ildttetg httshmd, or htppy ootbigs, . or re** 
Idfitin^ pjMPenfcr In tiftrm iixAitln, the^man 
she risked so nmah to mmvp^ wSl be eanio- 
faBsBlK>utter; i» snilionth6f she will bat» 
bfin^ iit nrim motitlts^ slfe^wiii b«« mother; 
and ifr tii«h^ her hodteAd^ th&objt^tof 
her present idolatry, disappointed of that 
fortune which he erpected to have pos- 
sessed on marrying her^ will set off for the 
East Indies, leaving her to the cruel cetre of 
a distant maiden rehttion — who,, out of 
pure com passion^ will give th& deserted 
woman her daily bread, and embitter it,by 
daily repfoachesi.'' 

" And now, my good friend/' added the 
DSmoAii '^ w^ will finiih; o«r menii^Bg^ff 
amUseiff^nt ^ ^ buniness' of some little di& 
ikolty mii^ be;e6(^c!at^ byr n>Q, bef(^el 
S0e Jiiou again:?— r willi therefofe, edn- 
dbOlf ypu^ homeward,, and before you bav€^ 
firtisiied* yeur desjert^ I will agam present 
»^4elf tc^ yoiir opn>HDandsc'* He had no 
sooner spoken, than the C^ot^nt waa Wftftiod 
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through the air with the swiftness of ah 
arrow ; and, in a few moments^ alighted at 
the door of his hotel. He immediately 
retired to his apartment, ordered his dinner, 
and amused the interval. in reflecting on 
the various scenes and characters which 
had employed his morning observations. 



CHAP. XVIII. 

The Devil WjbOT^ Two Sticks conducts 
Don 'Cleopas a second Time into the 
Clty^ and shews him several Evening 

Scenes in that Quarter of the Metropolis. 

. ■ ■ 

The Count had finished his dinner, dis- 
missed his desert, and taken his coflfee, but 
no Devil upon Two Sticks appeared ; and 
he had thrown himself upon the sofa, in 
order to amuse himself with a nap, till his 
conductor should arrive ; but just as he 
was settling him to his rfep*ose,'Asmodeja8 
made his appearance. 
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" As your Wor^ip is rather: beyond 
your time/'. said Don Cleoiias, "lamtQ 
suppose that some unexpected.difficulty has 
arisen, and prolonged your st8(y. Some 
little fortress of femal.e virtue, that stood ^ 
longer siege than you expected :-rIs it not 
so ?" — ■ — " Ah ! my good friend/' answered 
the Demon, " I had a far more, .seripus 
obstacle than that to enooupier ;-^femalQ 
whim is, in general, mucb more difficult 
to subdue than female virtue: and I have 
been employed about the most whifmsical 
little creature that ever came acros$ my 
experience : nor did I ^ver find it go hard 
a task to bring a fond young wpftian to 
reason, as on the present occasion. 

" Julia, about two years ago, and wh^. 
she was but eighteen, married a, yery re- 
spectable man, whose age approached ;to 
forty. Julia was, in her 'nature, gentle and 
timid; nevertheless, she hat! ^.lively iui^- 
ginatiod, which bad been heightened by 
the study of novels and" romances; so that 

though ahe was in general ignorant of the 

F 3 
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ways, of the world, her mind wes vetf well 
instructed ad to tb^ errors of love, and tbe. 
history of lovers. 

^' Her- husband, negligent in his dress^ 
unaffectedly polite in bis manners^ and 
sensible in his conversation, did not, alto- 
gether, answer to the id^a she had formed 
of a lover* But the void was filled up hy 
his nephew> a very amiable young Hian^ 
who was just returned from, bis travels*. — 
She found in him, a perfect resemblance to 
those lovers whose character had oharmi^ 
her in the descriptions of novels; and, 
without knowing it, she paid him th^se 
particular attentipiis which inspired him 
with courage to lay sieg^ to this beautiful 
ibrtress. 

*• He told her of his passioB>— ^she lis* 
tened to the tale of his hearty and was 
most willing to believe it ; but still she 
d»iild not think of swerving from her duty. 
She esteemed her husband in the highesJ: 
degree, respected him as a father^. and felt 
the most tender friendship for him« She 



qottld QOt| theirefof^^ bfiog herself tOrCQH* 
Si^t to^aii arraa^(|ieiit' which would 'ba 
throwing a ridicidt upon bi& character* — 
M^T lovei? Fedoubled his altentions, apd she 
f€it>ari' increasiBg sei^se of them, but still 
c^ reiiistedj Na)^ wh6l9 he was one eveii* 
ing in the garden^ and by mooohllghty 
^^&^ hift duit at her fie^t, she; honestly 
aif^apwlOilgqd t0 hiim^ with tears in her 
Qyi^ iber reai situatipa of- her h^rt ; bui:^ 
at thet same^ tini6v deolar^d sh& <^uld n<>t> 
y[|0itgh;it should Fen^iHa^a secret to aU the 
yforl^i pj^ueQ to* htisbaad in a pointy of 
vivawi'Whieh woulSappear ridiculous to her^ 
9g^il that she could nevier bear to live with 
aitiM^' vvhom, sfase should' treat with such 
QQftteaiipt.rrf-I|f]f shorty to avow the prev^ii- 
i^ sentiment of her mind> — she could not 

^qpf^ort the horrid idea of being the wife> 
^f : a .oupkold. 

*^ Sucb waS' her ridiculous prejudice; 
9/1^ it mfty? surprise you^ perhaps, when I 
triiy<^u> that a very handsome^ accomplish- 
edfl^Dpng.roan,. whom: she violently loyea^ 
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was not able to cure her of it, without a 
little of the Devirs assistance. I have, 
therefore, stepped in to his aid, and, I be- 
lieve, before another fortnight is past, her 
whim will be entirely dismissed, and - she 
will laugh most sincerely at the present- 
folly of it. ' ■ ' 

" Having thus," continued AstnodeUs, 
" given a very • faithful account of myself, 
since I had the honour of seeing you last, 
yon will have no objection, I presume^ to 
proceed on our evening excursion. The 
citizens, those harmless, miiiable, uhcor- 
rupted people, will be the principal objects 
of it. I will also amuse you, for a^ quarter 
of an hour, in our way, at a temple dedi- 
cated by his present Majesfy to the fine 
arts, where yon will see some original de- 
signs that may amus^ you." The mode of 
travelling which Asmodeus employed for 
his friend, was not liable to delay or inter- 
ruption ; so that Don Cleofes im.mediateJy 
found himself, with his conductor,n^ndef 
the gateway of Somerset Buildingt^Tjieyv 



of course, 'passed invisibly into the cham-' 
bef v^here the aca^lemicians were assembled 
and errgaged irt debating a niatter of. the 
first impomnce to the prosperity of the in-- 
stitution, and the honour of the arts. 

^* Here you see/' said the Demon/ ^' an 
assembly of the principal artists of thls^ 
country ; and it will excite your astonish- 
ment, perhaps, when rinfornni you, that so 
much jealousy, envy, and malignity, is not 
to be found in any aggregate body of men 
vi^baiever, as in that which is^noiv beneath' 
your observation. They are all professor* 
of the liberal arts, with scarce a liberal 
sentiment in their breasts to each other.-—* 
A band of an^bitious stfitesnlen all looking 
to the same honour; — a group bf needy: 
courtiers all candidates for the same plade ; 
— a party of fashionable* coquettes who are' 
iti fove with the same man, are far excelled* 
in the meanness, as well as the. violence of 
envious hatred, by the niembers of a pro-i 
fession, whose "pursuits and empiojtiierits 
have a' -natural .tendency, as might be' 
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tbongbt^ to prodlioe nobie and hotmne 
sentiments. Tliey. are braoght up it> the 
study of beautiful form», thai they may 
acquire the sktl) of representing tbeofi wiih 
truth, and arranging them With judgitieatw 
The charms of rude nature, and ^e grace 
of polished art^ — the eonstitvetit psrta aa 
well as the masses of grandeur and subli- 
mity, -«- female delicacy; and gigan^ 
strength,T-^th& nttrsing^ mother and tba 
dying heroin short. ^iMilrna most 
etquisitt in individual beauty or genernl 
harmonyvare objects that must be sp^fami* 
liar to their minds as/ to become a patt Of 
tbem:-^Neverthe]e8», these human ieing^ 
ideas and habits oftnnot (bmp the^enyioui^ 
propensities of their hearts. 

*' But this malevolent andrulihig pflission) 
does iK>t appear to* arise so much from^ 
competition for fame^ asf a oomf^etUi^n for 
profit.; for its genecal object* is^ living rmer 
rtt A dead painteis wboi h^ i^ coiu-^% 
left Mc bbsinesf^. to bjS shared, by-hia late 
enemies^ shall, h^e xnOTepr^is^ fr^n^.thiaai 
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m an hoar, than be had ever rec^ved- 
during the course of his life. Yesterday, 
he was at his easel, his room was. hang" 
with unfinished portraits^ — coaches werei 
waiting at his door, and not only astonisfah' 
Rient but contempt followed the Ibols ttaal^ 
employed iMm.—— To-day/ Daafli ha» 
snatched the peneil from, his hand,*~hi» 
rival merit is no more^— andtht^y who were 
its calumniators but yesterday^ can lament 
^ the los^llki' the arts hafve sustained on 
the morrow. 

Saevis inter se convenlt ursid. 



% 



" Irhe lawyer^j who live^ as it weje, by 
the malevdent passions of men^^are' never 
seen to practise this miserable jealousy.—^ 
The other liberal professions^ justify their 
name by their conduct* How 'then is it 
to be reconciled to the general order ofi . 
things^ that* the professors of the polite *• 
arts should be so savage to^each other s?-^ 
If it should be^the natui^ of; their edueai>' 
tion and pursuits to produce a more d&- 
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licate sensibility to fame than in the bre$ists 
of other men ; or if poverty is the general 
concomitant of an artist's entrance into his 
profession, we may account, in a great- 
degree, for the colour of their lives ; and 
9om.e 6ort of reasonable conjecture may be. 
ibrined> why emulation, that happy parent 
of excellence, is changed^ in their charac- 
ters^ to the bitter hostilities of envious 
competilion. 

^^ I speak, however/' contiiK|[^Mihe De- 
mon, " with some degree of diffidence on 
> this subject; for though I know pretty 
well the nature of the human passions, and 
can, in certain cases, apply them to my 
purpose ; yet they are sometimes so irre- 
gular and eccentric, as to puzzle me in at- 
tempting to discover their origin: the hu- 
man heart is such a, deceitful thing, that my 
master himself cannot always get to the 
bottom of it. — But we will now quit opi- 
moh^for fact, and take a cursory view of 
the individuals of this respectable aa-« 
sembly. 
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** The person who sits in a fine gilded 
chair, at the upper end of the table, and 
employs a machine to aid a very imperfect 
state of hearing, is the president of this 
society. As a painter^ he ranks in the first 
liae of modern masters* and is, therefore, 
isontinaally abused by those who rank in 
the lowest. His w^erior professional ge- 
nifus, his large fortune, and: the : eleva:ted 
$pherd of society in W.hichMif^ md^es, have 
very naturally placed him at the head of 
the artists in this country, as well as raised 
him to the. seat 6f honour which he, at 
this moment, occupies. r--In thisi situation^' 
his attention is divided .between the prbsr 
perity of the academy tad his.own personfal 
importance^ and some cerisorious people 
ha\'e- not hesitated to assert, that the for- 
mer is ofteh saerificed.tb the latter. — Per-f 
suadedy perhaps^ in his own mmd, that he 
is, in a pre-emiiient degree, . qualified td 
judge of what -is beneficial to the institu*- 
tion. He has alWays dndeavoiired to possess 
himself of the sole government of it ; white 
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be has aa academic partjv ^^} from a 
tense of past fiivouia, or tise jDopeof fntotfe 
ones^ or, perfeaps, the habit o£obedfiecce:te 
hk superior same, enable him, in genaai^ 
to aflfect the object eitlier of hia judg^xwat^ 
bis caprioe, or his attifakkn. Tla^ae pta^ 
submit themsekeSi to^ hia ptea&iv^ mai fae-' 
iog preveitt&d, by gfrajHlide: or fadpe^ trota 
tmdciog Mm an object of omy^ ant &au* 
totsied, white they admire aiod; iaegarcb hhai 
to envy aad-hifte icsaut anokhen 

^ The B0tist(:oii.farisi right- hand ift a JBiii 
o£ genius, and knov^iledge;. but: {tDsasssnrd 
koml of implacable, tempoc^ wiuofai {od^ 
bids' that; oca^escsticte^ with soridty^. from 
iviiena^ ia 4ileriv6dv . tibe< pi!ifncipail chami. of 
fife. Ete^ tfiinha himsrif'dne iirsl) ofi has 
art; bat ttot bm^ing befemsD <£brtnnate;«l 
to: persuade mankind to he. of the sama 
opinicmy he regards those wbanaakbefoM 
him witk somewhat of a^ brutal hatrfed^aod 
treats^ with the mxnt illiberal contempt^ 
that pubfio- opink»i whieh* has pkeesdi tjuon 
therer. 
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** The. pefsoh who siw to the leii of tb« 

^e^ident% d^air^ en}c^^ no iwcoMideraWe 

estSmation as^ an bfetoticed paifrtei^; mid^ 

^om a certain 4a?mrtJfyirtg frntrdnege, ranki 

among the fii^t artists «of 4hts doiitttry.— • 

He is likewise of opifAn, thougli he never 

Venttrres iHr^Aly to Hkett it, tha* bis ta- 

idnts leave, at least, sN the modem m^Mers 

fer heYAnd him.— Ife knows ifeo, how, iii 

IB Quiet way^ to paise his ^eompetitoref, sd oi 

to damn the work he applkud^i ^iM) td 

ft*me Ws disap^rovifig opinion >y *wh 

sBvfti^ elaoses, and' eqaWooal^ e«]M^di»sion«$ 

;^ to dmhe tlie bitter €^vy of hi# heart in 

Ifte gat% of canddw.— ^Ife watt* origrtiaUj^ 

mtehtfed fer a Jesriltf, and (be secvM^ is bi^ 

from me bow he became a painten** 

** Bnfc, instead of entering into tfie his- 
tory of tJiose men^" said Don Cifeofiwi 
** who, as th6y are abnost all of them go* 
vemed' by one principle, must produce i 
general uniformity erf" character,, be so 
obliging as to 'make me acquainted^ with 
the subject bf their present debate,. wbioh> 
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from the animation that accompany it, 
on all sides, must relate^ without . doub^ 
to some important question concerning ihe 
arts, and^ by your coipmunicating aid, 
may not only afford ipe amusement, but 
instruction/* j^ 

. '* You have fre<|iently heard me ob- 
serve," replied AsmodeuSj " that a party- 
spirit is, f<^ many reasons, so natural to 
this country, that it insinuates itself into 
every body of men in it; and, under its 
Universal influence is the present debate 
conducted. -r-It has no more to do with 
the fine arts than with magic, — and is j^Or 
duced by an attempt to commit an act of 
injustice, for which common- language has 
not a name. 

*^ The Professor of! Anatomy has been, 
for some time, afflicted with a fever, 
which is said lo have been attended with 
a symptomatic derangement of his intel- 
lectual powers ;— rand, without consulting 
his physicians, — ^without enquiring con- 
perning him pf his famUy^' — and without 



waiting to see whether, when the season bf 
his duty arrives, which is now at a cbli- 
siderable distance, he will be able to per- 
forin it,— his premature rerhoval has been 
proposed, arid his successor named ; for no 
other rieason but because he -ted proposed 
a voyage to the Fro;?en Ocean, to! dissect 
whales; upon the principle that, in such 
large . anatomical systems, experiment^ 
might be made, which are baffled by the 
extreme minuteness of many parts of the hu- 
man frame. — Indeed, such an unjust, inde- 
licate, and, as it may be deservedly termed, 
inhuman conduct, may bring to your recol- 
lection the ignorant inhabitants of an an- 
cient city, who despised and avoided, as a 
triadmah, the philosopher who employed 
himself in dissecting dead bodies, in orcfer 
to improve that art which affords so much 
relief to the distresses of living ones. 

" This miserable plot^i^however, forit 
deserves no better name, will be circum- 
vented; and, when the hour of bis duty 
awive?, the Professor will deliver a lecture 
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ae feplete itPith iiigenuity an4 fioieoce^ as 
to retort the -cbaonctffrcf a disordered mkid 
00 those tviio vrilb^d (o remove bim. 

<^ Tbip d^bvte will be foUowed by ao- 
etbfT as abaurd, ajod ridicidous as could be 
SKgl^eaited^by eory, fiidly^and ignoranGe.-^ 
It u^tfi pass a< censure on the professor of 
apohpteoture^ (of having, in the course of 
his l^ctorea on that science^ thought it n<&* 
ixm^ to mahe aii wikvpurable, tjKHugh a 
very just, criticism^ on a public buikbng 
lately erected f^ — and to form b regj^Iartioa 
by which the academical professors are to 
be prohibited from pa86ii^,,my aensure on 
the works of Mving ar^ts in thefr public 
diseoursw.— Thusy — ^an a^soeiation whic^ 
has bee^iestablisbed by royal atathority) t^ 
^QiQ^iirpjge af>e{ improve the fine 9irt& in the 
9riilmb>emptrey tkivikB it right, as a prin^ 
ciple in }^«k)diiii!Qi|lg their atdviance^centj to 
kave cof)(09)|^rj(fy artists, ^t l^st during 
thw lives, to the £^1, uninterrupted, a^id 
ynoBitieiseil pflpactlice of .all th^ errors :-^ 
So thii|ty;sef)«ire. fro9i tbe ordeal of p^blip . 



cmnteMk^, they possess th^ilattorio^.patm- 
1^6106 £i3rj3isfaiag subJocU &r:the.ciBticism» 
Idiuadevs for the laughto*^ aad works fojr 
tioa oontempt c^ thqseiV!i]iOiCoama&er;thei^ 
«-^A paretty incitement to impcoi9e|^izi 
art ;;m-^. fine scfaesne to engender conceity 
md la most admiraJble plan^ to foster igncM^ 
Bftnoe. — Tfee point, bisiweirer) wilB. 3be car* 
sled; (the prcfessor^ thus .onrtailed-of his 
liheral and useful priyiIeg«rS|. ^vnl\ refuse to 
csofitixute his. lectuces, and the student^ as 
voellas tiiat part of tiie public i^o.asnaisQ 
themselves with these things^ will lose tbe 
benefit and' pleasure which migiit be derived 
from his labours. — Thus ^tiie ^boobies, who 
have supported this measure^, haviog done 
nothing to advssiK^ the jar ts bj .their ^own 
pr^stical weirksy are determined to abridge 
the means of improvement from the theony 
e£ the |)rofessor, hi shprt, they viery am^- 
aMy cbuse to* confine the . gratification of 
c^ratiringeach'Otherito themselves alone/ 

^'Iper&olly cppocide wdtfa ycMV notions. 
on the subject," said Don Cleofas, — " but. 
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perhaps, this' aeademic^ 9t^9 I pmMme^ 
very learned bocly, niay bje infltiebced.Jbgif 
the prgudices o£ thdr learnings and hav^' 
oonsequentlyv thought proper tp.adopt the 
coj^Qct of the ancient Egyptians^ who 
possessed a tribunal: whidi satin judgment 
on the dead, in oi'der to determine i;upoo 
their nierits while they ware alive/* " Your 
suggestion^" replied Asmedeus^ *' may be 
very ingenious, but it is equally unfortu* 
nate: — for such is the state of learning in 
this academic body, that not one in ten of 
its members, have ever heard of the cir* 
cumstance to which yoii have made so 
charitable an allusion." 

'* And now for a little city amusement J 
Though in the different parts and occupa- 
tions of this great metropolis, we shal| 
iind human nature to be the same, in 
the peer and the plebeian, in the courtier 
and the trader. — This observation was m* 
stantly followed by their flight to the roof 
x>{ an house near the £oyal Exchange. 



'Pie fiir&t.tfbieet that attract^ the n<ilic» 
#f ihe Cbtfnt, wits » very w^U-dresaeflrnoti^ 
mho was writing in a lower apartment*-* 
** 3]hat person," sstid 4he©emon, ^' k dthoixt 
a v&ty pretty pieioe.of business : — By a few 
^okes of bis ;p$n, and half a minute's 
employifient of his penknife, he will ocai^ 
trive to pdt a couple of thousand pounds 
quietly into his pocket. He is a broker, 
and is domg.nothing. more Or less than alter* 
ing a policy of insurance ; — but, though 
the frmid should Idc perceived,— froih the 
oom^amnd he has of the under- writing con*- 
cerns, and the general influence he possesses 
in the cofiee-house where this kind of bu- 
siness is carried on, the money will be .paid 
without any material hesitation : — And, 
though he may wear his. hat a little more 
over hiSxfaoe than usual, for some time.td 
come, .no one will venture to hint a sus- 
picion of his integrity, or utter a- single 
traid that may tend to impeach his credit. . 

In the lower room of a tavern to t\\6 
left of us, you may see half a dozen people 

VOL. IV. Cr 
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Bitting round a bowl of punch. — ^They are 
the clerks of this honest broker^ whose 
customary fees he has thought proper to 
place to his own account. — ^This pitiful in- 
novation has occasioned the present meet- 
ing ; and a spirited genius of the quill, 
whose courage is a little enlivened by the 
liquor, is now proposing, when their master 
shall next enter his accompting- house, to 
drive him out of it, by a volley of his own 
ledgers and day-books/* 

•^ Ah ! poor man,'* exclaimed the Count, 
in a tone of the utmost commiseration, 
*' he should think of preparing himself for 
another world, instead of entering so 
deeply into the concerns of this. He ap- 
appears to be so weak, and his cough so 
violent, that I am afraid he will expire be- 
fore you can give me any information con- 
cerning him. He is a merchant, I presume, 
of some consequence, who has been so 
long in the habits of money- dealing, that 
he continues it to this moment, when all 
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the wealth he possesses would not purchase 
him another week's existence/ 

** I perceive," replied the Demon, " that 
3rou are speaking of that poor old gentle* 
man in his gown ahd night-cap ;«— and who 
can scarce suffer himself to be pillowed and 
bolstered up to the table, where he has just 
been paying a considerable sum of money 
for an annuity during his life/' 

" Whoever has sold it then,'' interrupted 
the Count, " will have a most excellent 
bargain ; for, according to all appearance, 
he will never be c^led upon for the first 
quarterly payment" 

. " The seller," replied Asmodeus-, " is 
very much of your opinion ; — but he will 
be most cruelly mistaken ; and the granting 
a few more such annuities, would, in a 
short time^ disqualify, him from paying any 
of them :— For I must inform you, that all 
this appearance of sickness and debility has 
been assumed, for several months, in order 
to purchase the annuity at a very cheap 
mt/^ ; and, the moment that the business is 

G 2 
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itrevooably concioded, and tl^ parties^ne, 
this poor inan*« cough, with all his other 
complaints, wiH take khotrJeave also i-^He 
will then sit doinfn to a plentiful supper^ 
which he will devour with the appetite of a 
ploughman; and^ in the course of a 
fiaw wetiks, he will gradually assume a 
glow of health, and possession of inanly 
activity, sufficient to justify the hope of 
enjoying his income, not for the narrow 
!^ce of three years, at whidi rate he pur-* 
chased it, but for ten times that period.'^ 

« All this/' said Don Cleofas, "may be 
in the way of business ; — nevertheless, it 
appear^ to me to be downright knavery/' 
*' In this kind of transaction,*' answered 
the Demon, " any and every manoeuvre is 
considered as allowable, — Indeed, to say the 
truth, all trade is, more or less, a system of 
roguery .; — and, if it were to be termed the 
art of tricking, I know not by what logic 
any one could disprove the truth of the 
definition. 

" In the house opposite to ui^, y4)u see 
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at) dderly fnan sitting ia the parlour^ with 
a woman of his own ag6 ; both of whom 
^Fe'ea^ioyed in loc^king ©ver a game of 
drafts between two young wom*ii> who ar« 
the slaughters' of this* respedtable couple. — - 
He is a mer<5hant of stri<j:t integrity, whosa 
name possesses all the credit that honour- 
able conlmer^e can bestow upon it» By an 
unremitted ri^dustty, * and a r^gwlair cows^ 
of trade, he hdaacquked a fc>rtune which 
wttt enable him to giv€^ each of his daugh* 
ters a p$>rkiofi df fifty thousand pounds ^ 
mtd he has eddeated them ta make a pro* 
per use of it. He has this morning deter- 
mined upon marrjing one of them to a 
young merchant, fot whom she has some 
time possessed a secret. partiality ; and you 
miy see him smi)e occasionally at the 
thought of thb young lady*S confusioD^ 
wh^i) he shaU present her future husband 
tf> her ;— a ceremony which he means to 
perform at breakfast to-morrow morniilig.—* 
The old lady alisohaa her pleasing thoughts, 
which are busy in chemhing the idea tiiat^ 
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before another ye^r is past, she may be 
made a grandmother. 

" But what a crowd of fine people do I 
see assembled in the adjoining house !** said 
the Count, *^ all the luxury and elegance of 
high life seem to be collected in that with- 
drawing-room.'* 

*' You may take a peep, also, into the 
room below,'* interrupted Asmodeus, *^ arid 
you will there see a number of servants 
preparing a magnificent supper for this 
numerous company ; in which every deli- 
cacy that money can purchase, and thisr 
great town can furnish, will be displayed 
for their entertainment. — The elegant 
young lady, who is bustling about the 
apartments, and hurrying from one card- 
table to another, is the mistress of the 
mansion, and enjoying all the pleasure that 
yanit/ can give her t — But, alas ! that plea* 
sure is hastening to a period ; — for I must 
now direct your attention to a back room, 
where you will observe a gentleman, assisted 
by several persons, examining a great variety 
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of books and papers : — He is the lady's hus- 
band^ and a merchant of very extensive com- 
merce ; who, from trading beyond his capi- 
tal, and meeting with some unexpected 
losses, is on the point of stopping payment. 
This melancholy intelligence he will com- 
municate to his wife, as soon as this splen- 
did banquet is over, and the company. are 
departed ; — so that, instead of going to her 
repose satisfied with the elegant display of 
the evening, — she will pass the night in 
hysterics ; and, in the mornings be obliged 
to quit town for a country solitude, — where 
she mast remain till her husband's affairs 
can be brought into some degree of re-* 
spectable arrangement. 

*' In the very next house you may amuse 
yoursdf with the sight of another entertain- 
ment, — which also vies in splendour and 
elegance, with any you have beheld at the 
other end of the town. — It is given by a 
West-India merchant to a West- Indian 
family^ who are just arrived from Antigua. 
Every thing that can flattei* the pride^ sa^ 
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tisfy the fancy, and attract the confidence 
of this unreflecting creolian g^tleman, 
will he exerted l)y the son of traffic^ till he 
has got hioi in his debt, to a certain point,, 
and then the face of things will be imme- 
diately changed: — ^no dinners or suppers 
will then be given, and very little civility 
exercised. — The mierchant, who is now so 
supple and generous, and is ready to supply 
^ery call of extravagance,' with a most 
ejiicQuraging readiness^ wiil, at a. futiB^e pe- 
riod^ whea the fish is efitanglojr in his net, 
refuse bim the loan of a guinea ;-«-taIk to 
hitn in l^s counting-house without taking- 
oil*. 1^ bat^-^and, wh)en oil extravagant- 
mode of life, which he himself has pr©- 
iQOlbed^ aod, for a time, purposely sup- 
ported, has l!H:dii:^t the. thoughiless West- 
Ihdiaa t6 a'atuaitiQiii thati tbi!eai:eR^ tscvy 
serious consequences ; — he wii!l: then, with 
gceaC' kindhe^, extricate him fiiobk his di- 
l^mcha^ on an assignnaenl o£ his planta-^ 
tipQS, oc^ SQixie other isode of security, hy 
Avhtictt he will clear thirty) or forty per cent. 



Thw he will fatten on hi$ diatfess^ e$ ho 
lias already done on t at of so many of 
his countrymen. Nevertheless, this man 
is in gr^at credit on the Royal £x«r 
change, — speaks of gamesters ad the pests 
of society, — ahd v^^ill harangue> for hours 
together, against the horrid crimes of ck* 
tortion and udury. 

^^ But, to enliven the scene a little, I 
will request your attention to a lady sitting 
at work, in the cQmer hou^e to. the rightu 
with one miserable candle, Thia economy^ 
however, does not arise frpoi afty iivari- 
cious principle, either in heriiself or heif 
husband ; — but from a little domestic ro* 
sentihent of the latter, which I shall relate 
to }tm. 

^^ A few days ago, this gentleman ba4 
ient his carriage to one of his particular 
friends, when his lady took it into her head 
to want it; and, in consequence of the 
disappointment, she ordered an hackney* 
coach, which she petttd^ly employed, so a$ 
to make the use of it as expensive as poa* 
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iible:— when she came home, her good 
man was desired to pay the fare, as a pa- 
nishment for having deprived her of her 
own equipage ; and he, in return, has ever 
since confined her to the use of one candle, 
and will continue to do it, till the saving of 
its useful companion has reimbursed the 
demand of the hackney- coachman/' 

^^ This is a most admirable example for 
husbands,'* exclaimed the Count ; '^ and 
you may add,'* replied the Demon, *^ a 
most excellent lesson for wives. 

" In the house opposite to it," continued 
he, '* you may see a bustling little man, 
who is arranging the articles of his. shop ; 
for a reason, which one Devil ought to 
know, — because, perhaps, another Devil 
has suggested it*— —-He is an apothecary, 
and is removing all his bad drugs out of 
the way,-^as he expects, to-morrow, the 
annual examination of his materia medica, 
by the Visitors from the College of Physi- 
cians. The following day his patients will 
be supplied as usual." 



I 
J 
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The Devil upon Two Sticks now pro- 
posed to change their situation ; which was 
accordingly transferred to the. top of a 
church that afforded a commanding view 
over a considerable district. 

" The quarter tp the right of us," said 
he, " is very much inhabited by the Jews ; 
who were considered, some time ago, as 
the most crafty people upon earth; but 
the Christians are so improved of late, as 
to deprive that race of their most peculiar 
distinction. 

" That old man, who is sitting in an 
arm-chair by a small fire, in the house im- 
mediately beneath us, was once in the pos- 
session of considerable wealth ; of which 
only a small pittance has escaped the over- 
reaching genius of certain Christian young 
men of fashion. 

" In the large house adjoining, lives one 
of the same nation and profession ; but 
he is determined to quit usury, azid look to 
another trade. — He, also, has had very 
severe losses among young Christians of. 
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fashioiK No'lbngtr i%o ^n last week, 
he bought an annuity of a gatnbKng inan 
o£ tiventy-five, at two yiears purchase; — 
and, the very nat dtty, whUe he was tn^ 
joying the thought oJF his bargain, te re- 
ceived the ungracious liews th^ft pistol 
had put an end to it. 

*' At the very next door lives a Chrifitkn, 
who is as gi^at a Jew as ^ny in the nd^i- 
bourbood : — you may now see hitn seoM* 
ing his qook-maid, in a most violent man- 
ner, for having dressed the meat ^ well at 
dinner, that his clerks eal it all up. By 
care, industry, good fortune, and such 
pitiful conduct as he is at this moment 
practising, he has qualified himself to give 
his two daughters such fortunes as be 
hopes will tempt some men of family and 
distinction to marry them. — A Scotch 
Lord is, at this time, looking towards one 
of the young ladies with a very keen 
appetite. . 

" The pincipal story,*" continued As- 
incdeus, " of a very, large house; before 
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whose door several carriages are in waiting, 
focsents a scene of that justice which 
avenges itself on wicked inen^ even in this 
world, much oflener than is generally in^* 
gined. — In that silken hed you may see a 
sick man, surrounded with physicians^ who. 
find his disorder beyond the reach of their, 
akili. It id not, indeed^ in the power of 
medicine to administer relief to a mind so 
cfiseased as his. — He first came to London 
from the West of England, as the driver 
of a pack-horse ; — and he is now one of 
the richest individuals in this city; — but, 
unluckily for him, an overbearing ' de- 
meanour in the affairs of a bankrupt, of 
whom he was a sort of self- created as-* 
signee, induced the creditors to offer them 
to thfe examination of a court of equity ; 
when this man's conduct appeared to have 
been not only of the most dishonourable 
nature, with respect to individuals, but also » 
that he had long been concerned in a very 
extensive scheme of trade, whose spirit it 
is to cheat the government of its revenues^ ^ 
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These circumstances drew upon him such 
a severe strain of reprehension from the 
Judge, who happened also to be among 
his private acquaintance, that, on his 
return home, he took instantly to his 
bed, from whence he will shortly be re- 
moved to his grave/' 

" The severity of his af&iction, how- 
ever/' said Don Gleofas, ^' must have atoned 
for his crimes. — ^Whenasense of error has 
broken a man's heart, justice, surely, is 
satisfied, and the voice of condemnation 
should never more be lifted up against 
him." 

" The observation is equally just and 
humane," answered the Demon ; " but, in 
this case, the disorder does not proceed 
from a remorse of having done wrong, — 
but is the fever of a wounded pride, — He 
was proud and ostentatious, — fond of pa- 
rade, display, and popularity:-— these form- 
ed the happiness of his life, and when 
they were cut up by the roots, he could no 
longer sustain it. He would have conti- 
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nued to cheat his neighbour, or defraud 
his country, without an unpleasant sensa- 
tion, while he could have done it in secret: 
—it was the discovery alone that has given 
the &tal blow, which his physicians regard 
with despair, and he himself does not wish 
to survive. 

" But so it is ordered in the affairs of 
this world, that while one man is unex- 
pectedly taking a last farewell of fortune, 
another is as' suddenly raised to it. — Indeed,- 
the example is before us; — and the parlour * 
of that house with the Venetian windows, 
offers it to your attention. 

" The young man who sits at the bot- 
tom of the table was, within a very few- 
months, the servant of a reputable trades- 
man, who had brought him up from a- 
child; and, as a reward for his faithful- 
service, and an encouragement to keep him- 
in the . continuance of it, he had lately* 
married him to a worthy young woman, 
who had, for some time, occupied the ca- 
pacity of a kitchen-maid in his service^ In^ 
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this, or some similar skuattoiii ht expected- 
to pass the whole of his life ; nor did his 
unambitious mind look up to an higher 
station ; when he was accidentally seen hf 
algentieman, while he was filling a pitcher 
of water at a public pumfk, who recollected 
his features ;^ and having questioned him 
6&ncerning his name ai^d situation^ desired 
a secret interview : with him : the happy 
consequence was, a discovery that his 
father had teft him and a very conaiderable 
fortune to the care: of his master, who had 
appropriated the one to his use, and the 
other to his service. The gentleman sup- 
ported, with much spirit eend generosity, 
the rights of the young man, and a prGse- 
cution was commenced against the iniqoi* 
tpus embezzler of his property; who, to 
sbve himself from the public and disgrace- 
f»il exposure of a court of justice, refunded 
tbie fdrttm^ in question, to the amoant of 
fifty thousand pounds^ Thus has 'this ver5f 
fortunate person left off driving Uis maiv 
tM's osft, to ridie. li his^ own doacli ; 0ad* 
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the cook- maid, instead df basting thi^ mealf 
of a rascally tradesmui, can now give di- 
rections to her own servants, with aH the 
^ence of her late occupation/ 

" You may be assured," said Don Cleo- 
fas, ^^ that 1 hav^ not been inattentive to 
an histpry of iudti a curious nature ; never^ 
theless, I could not help observing, during^ 
your relation of it> a small card^ table paxty 
in an spartinehft bung with ertm^son : — but 
I son pix\ dnly a!t a Iqss as to the ^atne fhai 
aniudes them, but also the cards with wkicfe 
they are playing are of a Lind that I hevtt 
n^er se^/* 

<^ I shall not kugh at yoii*^ answered 
Asmodeos^ ^'but I shall catise you^ per- 
haps, , to laugh at yourself, iv^lien I inforni 
you, that the pieces of plalstebbard, which 
you insagine to be the party-coh>ared iihw 
pleffientsf of ^a^ing, are nothing more 
than a number of painted designs of car^-' 
riages of different sorts, which the master 
af the house i^ shewing to his wife and. 
daughti^s for. their opinion; He finds: 
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himself in a state of serious embarrass^ 
Hient, and means to set up an equipage, ixt 
order to divert the suspicions of people 
with whom he is connected, from the real 
situation of his affairs ; and, of course, to 
protract a little, if it can do nothing more,, 
the period of his ruin. But, in the present 
case, the attempt will not succeed: — for 
this kind of practice iias been so common 
for some years past, that when a man in 
trade strikes out into sudden display and 
ostentation, grave men are di^sed to shake, 
their heads, ^nd the knowing ones hint, 
among themselves, at an approaching ad*, 
veitisement'in thecGazette. 
. <^'But to offer a more exhilarating scene 
to your view, I must request you toi pay a 
very, particular attention to a large company 
of very merry people in an upper room of 
a cofFee-iiouse in the street beyond us.*'— - 
*^ It is a very jovial meeting, indeed/' said 
Don Cleofas; '^ and samuch real satisfac- 
tion beams in. the countenances of all the 
party, that were 1 not in such company as 
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your*s, I should really wish to be one of 
them." " And it woiild . do your heart 
good,'* replied Asmodeus^ " though you 
mistake the matter^ I assure you. The 
mirth you now behold does not arise from 
the natural or accelerated flow of animal 
spirits, — from the power of wine, or the 
animation of society, but from a sense of 
virtue, — the conscious pleasure of doing 
what is right,-^and the admiration thatiisi 
due to the first of created works, — an ho^i^ 
ntest mkri. 

'^ The gentleman at the head of the 
table, who is now replenishing the glasses 
0( his neighbours, is that exalted character^ 
which, as a Devil, I should turn from with 
disgust ; but, as your friend and instructor, 
I shall treat with the respect it deserves.— 
Some time ago, he was so unsuocessfiifl ia 
his business as to become a bankrupt, and 
paid but a small dividend of the demands 
against him. His character, however, re- 
ceived no stain from the misfortune, and 
that certificate was granted which cleared 
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Ura of emrj legak incombrance. The other 
dttff he was so Ittcky as to get a very large 
prize in the lotteiy ; md^ ia consequence 
of his .good fbrtonQ be has, this evening, 
invited ail bis former credit(M« to supper, 
imA has prefiu^ the enterteimyient, by pay- 
Big their former daiins upon him to the 
otraost farthing* Such a generous, honest, 
and, as k may well be oalledj. noble con- 
duet, iaqiknos kfm with all the joy that 
»ddeaf freiB tfaa practice of v&tue, and fills 
his guests with that applause which sucb 
virtue wlH eier be iovBoA to excite in the 
bseast of every good man. 
/\ ^f As I iMresume^''. eon tinned Asmodeui» 
^ jjTVu: cannot kavie the iity with better ifiSK- 
preis^cKis ^timh at tba present itomenrt, we 
will' conebftdti the evei^ing with ^ dhbrt 
ittgafk ait tiie other &&A of tb6 U)vm/^ 
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CHAP. XIX. 

^heJOzvih upon Tvo,S.m,ck6 diseoivcr^ An 
Don Cleofas certain Night Scenes m 
»the Fashionable World. 

The Devil had it very pleasant mode ot 
removing his friend from one place to 
another ; and he now bore him away with' 
his usual ease, from a city church, to the 
roof of a great house, at the west- end o( 
the town. 

The first object which attracted the no- 
tice of Don Cleofas, was a groupe of ladies 
elegantly dressed in the drawing-room of 
an house in an adjoining street. '• Tha^ 
is a curious meeting,'* said the Count, *^ at 
feast a dozen fine young women, and not a 
man amongst them." — "They are not,'» 
imswered the Demon, " so unsociable asi 
you niay imagine ; and are only in waiting 
for the gallants who may call for them. 
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The house is an elegant brothel) and some 
curious scenes shall hereafter be discovered 
to you in this quarter, iivhen I have more 
leisure for the purpose. At present, I 
would wish you to confine your attention 
to the three elderly men, engaged in a very 
grave conversation in one of the parlours. 
They are, for certain reasons, free of the 
house, and get not only worpen, but wine 
and good eating into the bargain^ free of 
expense. The one is, a Lord, the second a 
Justice of Peace, and the third an horse- 
dealer. — The noble peer's life is divided 
between the brothel and the horse-course ; 
his gambling passion indeed^ is indulged in 
some sort of style, but his libidinous appe- 
tites are pursued with a niggardly spirit 
that his postillion would be ashamed of. 
While his fortune is strained to procure a 
superior breed of rjace-horses, he will turn^ 
the poor creature whom he has seduced by 
promises of bounty he never intendod to 
bestow, to the prostitution of the street, 
and leave her to die in beggary and despair. 
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His Lordship and the Justice have just 
agreed in an opinion, that bawdy-houses are 
of more use than churches'; while the 
other good man does not attempt to con- 
trovert their opinion^ but thinks most sin- 
cerely that the horse-course is of more ad- 
vantage to society than either of them. 

" At the upper-end of the street, on the 
other side of us, you may see a tite a tite 
that is becoming very interesting. The 
lady is extremely handsome, and her hus- 
band is the very essence of politeness, but 
has for some time past forgotten the atten- 
tions of the loVer. In the mean time, she 
is become very much attached to her pre- 
sent visitor, who is very assiduous in prac- 
tisiilg them. He is a man of the world, 
and knows exactly how he ought to pro- 
ceed. He does not purpose to storm the 
fortress, but to undermine it, and has, this 
(evening, made" a very considerable progress^ 
by endeavouring to prove the truth of two 
Fi^enoh maxinvs,— * Qtxe le nam d* spouse est 
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un tiire de digniti; mais non pas de valupiij^ 
— <«t ^ qu'unefauie de plus on de mains n*est 
qv^une bagatelle^ — She beg^is to perceive a 
^seaX deal of reason in all he ^ys, and the 
yeiy next time they ineet, I ^m disposed to 
think that they w^U be of pne opinion.'' 

^^ In die sasie street/ said 9^i> Cle<^«s^ 
I see anot^ private party of the same 
nature. But die lady appears td be an inr 
valid^ and the gentleman is playing a 
variety of antics, as I ^uppo^e, to amuse 
her ; but in a it)anner whioh is above the 
reach. of my comprehension: — It is a spe^ 
Qies of gallantry, sA legist, to imlifeh I am a 
stranger/' 

** -He is nd gaUant, I assure you/* re- 
pli^ Asmodeus, ^^ but a medical attendant ; 
who is among the numerous foreign im- 
postors that leave the poverty of their, own 
country toenrJchthCTtiiielves. by the folly of 
tl^is. He is the profesysor of a science 
called Ahimal Magnetism ; and prete^ids td 
cure all disorders by the operations of sym* 
pathy alone, without any application V^hat- 
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ever to the Materia Medica. He has his 
disciples, and his patients, and his success 
also ; for in a good constitution, and by the 
aid of common regimen, nature will fre- 
quently do her business without any medi- 
cal aid, and then the Quack is a perfect 
Galen. Besides, in certain cases, and on 
certain minds, superstition will operate with 
no inconsiderable effect. With his present 
patient he is peculiarly fortunate ; for he 
will have all the honour of a cure which 
was performed, in a regular way, by a very 
eminent practitioner, before the lady's im- 
patience demanded his intervention. The 
disorder was already subdued, and every 
symptom was dissipating, when he came 
with his gesticulations, to gain the credit of 
conjuring away a complaint which did not 
wait for his arrival. The fellow, however, 
knows what he is about — carries on the 
absurd system of Empiricism with a grave 
face, and confines his laughter to his closet 
and himself. 

" The person whom you see in the ad- 
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joining house, so busily employed in look- 
ing over papers with a secretary writing 
beside him, is a foreigner, who, some time 
ago, enjoyed very considerable distinction 
in his own country ; and was employed, by 
his sovereign, under the pretence of new- 
modelling the public finances, to maintain 
the despotism of the Crown, and add new 
links to the chain that already fettered 
the people. — The design, however, though 
conceived with admirable skill, was dys- 
covered; — and the King, whose particular 
interests he was promoting, at the expense 
of the nation, was forced to quiet an in- 
censed people, by dismissing him from his 
service, in a manner the most humiliating 
to a sensible mind. 

" An exile from his own country, he 
very wisely took refuge in this ; and 
brought with him, or, perhaps, had sent 
before him, a fortune sufficient to enable 
him to live in that style of splendor which 
will always fill his house with pledty of 
fashionable people. — Among many of them 
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he is very well received ; and has been ad- 
mitted to Court: — But, that the. King of a 
free country should receive a man into his 
presence-chamber, who has been degraded, 
as an enemy to the progress of freedom, in 
a despotic country, is a novelty in Court- 
etiquette, that can be reconciled only by 
the political eccentricities of the present 
moment. 

" The lady whom you see lolling upon a 
sofa, and talking rather familiarly to her 
footman, is the wife of a veteran officer, 
wbp has added many a laurel to the glory 
of his country. — She, however, is of opi- 
nion, that a young dragoon is a more 
heroic character than an old Marl- 
borough." 

" That, I should presume," said the 
Count, " is an opinion by no means 
peculiar to her. — But whence does that 
round of convivial merriment proceed? 
My eyes look around in vain for the source 
of it." 

" By taking the other side of the chim- 
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ney against which you lean,'* answered the 
Demon, " you will perceive as merry a set 
as have ever met together since the flood ; 
and the cause of their present meeting is 
not, I assure yQU, in the common course 
of jovial associations. 

" It is an assembly of bons vivans, who 
have long been accustomed to live together 
in the habits of an abandoned life. — The 
gentleman, with a very red face, who sits 
at the head of the table, is now enjoying 
their society for the last time. — He calls it 
his last supper; and has invited his old 
friends to the pleasures of it, that he may 
take a lasting farewel of them : Nor will 
he quit the company till it is time for him 
to return home, in order to attend his bride 
to the altar. Before another sun has 
gained its meridian height, he will b^ a 
married man. — The lady knows his present 
engagement, ^nd laughs at it, because he 
has solemnly promised her that he will never 
repeat it; and he will keep his word. — In- 
deed, she is among the very few women, 
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who may hereafter assent to the truth of 
the proverb— that reformed libertines make 
the best husbands. 

" Female rakes, however, continued As- 
modeus, " do not make the best wives ; or, 
at least, that is the opinion of the nobleman 
on whose hotel we have taken our present 
station ; and he is, at this moment, engaged 
in a project to cure one of the most lovely 
women in the kingdom of rakish disposi- 
tions and rakish connexions 

" She has, for some time past, frequent- 
ed the house of a certain lady, where, it is 
thought, she can learn no good ; and whose 
parties she seldom leaves before day-light. 
Her noble husband and her own family are 
equally alarmed at such a conduct, — and 
she has this day been assured by the former, 
that if she did not return home in future 
by a certain hour, the gates of her house 
would be shut against her. — That hour is 
now past, and the threat will be fulfilled : 
— Wlien she arrives, the porter will inform 
her of his orders, and that he must obey 
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them. — After a little fruitless violence, 
she will order the coachman to drive 
to her father's, who, in expectation of such 
a visit, sits up to receive her ; — and, it is 
pre-determined among them, for the whole 
family are in the plot, — that, after much 
assumed backwardness on the part of her 
husband, and a great deal of submission 
and promise of good behaviour from her, 
she shall to-morrow evening find her own 
gates open to receive her/* ^* It was rather 
a dangerous exj^eriment,'* said the Count, 
" with a beautiful, lively young woman of 
her rank." " It was so," replied Asmo- 
deus ; " but in great designs, whether 
domestic or political, success answers every 
objection. 

** You may now indulge yourself with 
another scene between man and wife, in 
that large house with a balcony window. 
They are two very amiable people, who 
most cordially hate each other; and, of 
course, ought not to live beneath the same 
roof. To say the truth, the lady is hutnane 
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enough to wish for a separation ; — but he, 
at present,, withholds his consent, for the 
pleasant purpose of tormenting her more 
conveniently to himself. You m^y see hirw 
in the lower room, where he has just taken 
his supper, in order that he may have an 
excuse for not ordering one at the brothel 
where he is going to pass the night She 
is in the upper-floor, preparing for her bed- 
chamber, and exulting in the idea that he 
is not to be the companion, of it. To give 
you an idea how the§e curious people live, 
I will tell you what has just happened. — 
When he bad scraped every morsel of meiat 
from a blade bone of mutton, he sent it to 
his tvife with a message, * that there was a 
bone for her Ladyship to pick/ On which 
she replied to the servant, ^ tell your Lord 
that he is no more the father of the boy he 
caUs his eldest son^ than you are, — and there 
is a bone for his Lordship to pick.' — " And 
th^ more unpleasant one of the two," said 
Don Cleofas, " if there be any truth in it. 
*^ But in the upper story of an house at 
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some distance, I see a man in a loose silken 
dress, hurrying up and down his chamber 
as if he were disordered in his senses." — 
** Speak softly, if you please," said the De- 
mon, *' for should he overhear you, it will 
be scarcely in my power to protect you 
from his vengeance. — He is an author, and 
is, at this moment, labouring beneath the 
impulse of inspiration/' " Then, I sup- 
pose,'' replied the Count, " that he is writ- 
ing a tragedy, and, in order to aid his ge- 
nius, has put on the dress of the character 
he is composing : — Such an original idea 
cannot but be attended with the happiest 
effects." 

" Tragedies, now a days, my good 
friend," answered the Demon, " are not 
written -with all this difficulty: — No, the 
obstetric powers of his genius are at work 
in composing — a paragraph for a news- 
paper. He enjoys the honourable office of 
writing for a daily print, and will actually 
produce, after an exertion of another hour, 
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a most violent philippic of three lines and 
an half. The cause of it is as follows : — 

** The young man had, by some means 
or other, got a ticket of admittance to the 
nnasquerade of a lady of fashion, from 
whence he is just returned ; — the domino, 
as you see, still adorns him. Half the 
town attended it, and all were perfectly 
satisfied but our hero ; who does not con- 
ceive that any body should dare, in this 
land of freedom, to give a masquerade, 
without giving a supper ; — rand he is deter- 
mined to employ the liberty of the press, 
inchastising the insolence of a lady, for tak- 
ing the liberty of giving such an entertain- 
ment as she thought proper, in her own 
house." — '' But, surely," exclaimed Don 
Cleofas, " such a scribbling imp — '' ** Be 
nut so angry with the poor man, I beseech 
you," said the Demon ; ^' he has some 
reason to be discontented at not having a 
supper, for he was the only person who at- 
tended the entertainment without having 

had a dinner."-^" But is there no mode/ 

H 3 
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demanded the Count, " of chastising these 
pen and ink assassins?" — " Newspaper 
paragraphs," replied Asmodeus, " may be 
so formed as to convey the most injurious 
malice, without being within the reach of 
the law ; and, if sticks or kicks should be 
employed against the writers of these sen- 
tences, the law will consider itself insulted, 
and revenge them. The generality of 
people, therefore, avoid them with con- 
tempt, or sooth them with civility : — But 
they have little reason to be flattered with 
attentions, which are shewn them on the 
same principle that a well-dressed man gives 
the wall to a chimney-sweeper : — he does 
not chuse to be blackened by him, 

** But I shall reserve the history of news- 
papers to a future opportunity, and recom- 
mend your present attention to something 
better, though it is a leading feature of the 
present times, and must not escape us.'* 

** That gentleman,** said Don Cleofas^ 
*^ who has just sealed up a packet, and is 
laughing very pleasantly by himself, already 
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interests my curiosity.** — " He is/* replied 
the Demon, " a man of equal worth, for- 
tune, and good humour : — He has been 
employing the last half hour, to use his 
own expression, in cheating his last will and 
testament; — and it is this conceit which 
occasions the mirth that attracts your no- 
tice. — I will not accuse you of any want of 
comprehension, by not understanding what 
all this means : — But the fact is^ — he had 
left five thousand pounds in his will, to one 
of his friends, to whom^ he has discovered, 
that the immediate possession would be of 
the greatest service ; — he has, therefore, 
scratched his name out of his will, and in- 
serted it in his banker's books.— ^Thus, by 
giving in his lifetime, what he originally 
intended should be given after his death, 
he considers himself as committing a. fraud 
upon his last will and testament. But this 
is a deception, believe n>e, with which we 
devils have nothing to do. — It is, to say the 
truth, a stroke above us. — And, by way of 
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compliment to you, with this singular arti- 
fice we will finisli our present excursion. 

** To morrow we will renew our progress, 
— for much yet remains to be discovered to 
you. — In their due course I shall intrcniuce 
you to the Court of the Sovereign, and the 
two Houses of Parliament ; the gaols, and 
Bedlam ; — the courts of law, and the in- 
fernal regions.'* 



CHAP. XX. 

The Devil upon Two Sticks discovers to 
- Don Cleof as some of those interesting 
Occurrences of human Life which happen 
every Day, 

Don Cleofas had just risen from his pil- 
low to info.m himself of the hour of the 
morning, when the Devil upon Two Sticks 
entered his chamber to save him that trou- 
ble. '' Your Lordship/' said the Demon, 
'* had occasion for more than common 
rest, to recruit yourself after the fatigue of 
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the preceding day ; — I did not, therefore, 
propose to intrude upon you, till your spi- 
rits were sufficiently renovated to bear the 
business of that which is before us. It is 
now almost noon, and having dispatched 
some very important commissions since we 
parted, I have it in my power to dedicate the 
remainder of the day to your service." 
** And would it be asking too great a fa- 
vour of your worship,'' said Don Cleofas, 
" to enliven the quarter of an hour ihat 
will be employed in preparing me to attend 
you, with the history of those commissions 
which have employed your diabolic talents 
since our last separation/' " Though 
they are all of considerable importance to 
the views of our confraternity," replied the 
Demon, " there is but one of them that is 
calculated to satisfy your particular curio- 
sity ; and while you take your coffee, I 
will tell my story. 

" I need not enlarge upon an opinion,*' 
continued Asmodeus, " which I have al- 
ready so often repeated, — that women are 
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the most powerful engines which a good 
or an evil spirit can employ to attain their 
several objects ; and that by the scale of 
female character in any country, its general 
morals may, at once, be measured and de- 
termined. The women of this island have 
hitherto borne away the palm of virtue, as, 
well as beauty, from the nations of Europe : 
— Nay, though female excellence has, by 
the successful endeavours of your humble 
servant and his associates, been rather de- 
clining from its former pre-eminence, still, 
for I will confess the truth to you — I can- 
not but acknowledge that the most faithful 
wives, the most tender mothers, the most 
amiable companions, and the most accom- 
plished women of this quarter of the 
globe, or indeed of the globe itself, are to 
be found in the country of which you are 
a temporary inhabitant. — Against a fabric 
of female virtue, in which all these charac- 
ters are united, supported by a dignified 
consciousness of high rank and ancient 
name, have all the various powers which I 
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possess, been for some time employed. 
Indeed I began to think the fort impreg- 
nable ; but B mine is at length formed, 
-which I presume nothing human can with- 
stand : — and, when the little history is 
finished which I am about to have the ho- 
nour of relating to you, my noble friend, I 
believe, will be of the same opinion. 

The charming Honoria, at the very 
dangerous age of sixteen, became enamour- 
ed of a young man, the son of a clergy- 
man, who was the favourite and constant 
companion of her only brother. They 
had been educated at the same school, — 
were now at the same college, — and, dur- 
ing the academic vacations, this honoured, 
but unconscious object of Honoria's infant 
passion, was the welcome inhabitant of her 
father's house. 

As a person of uncommon understand- 
ing and accomplishments, Mr. B 

was by no means unworthy of the most 
forid attachment of the female heart ; but 
Honoria well knew, that to keep him with- 
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in her sight, and to enjoy the pleasure of 
his society, her passion must be hidden in 
the most secret recesses of her bosom. — 
He could not but admire — and he naturally 
respected, the lovely dster of his friend and 
patron, to whom he owed his present com- 
forts, and to whose protecting and promis- 
ed favour he looked for hisfuture establish- 
ment and prosperity : — but in the vainest 
moment of his youth, and in the most 
ambitious dream of his fancy, he never 
glanced at the possibility of that preference 
of which he was the object, nor familiar- 
ized himself for an instant, with an idea so 
much above the most sanguine expectations 
of his mind. 

The tender passion of Honoria, how- 
ever, continued and increased. — A young 
woman in love, at her age, and with her 
sensibility, must be romantic. — The virtues, 
the talents, and amiable manners of its 
object, more than justified her affection to 
herself; and the inferiority of his situation, 
determined it to be pure and disinterested ; 
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SO that it not only appeared to her as a 
virtue which might be innocently indulged, 
but as a sentiment that, in the course of 
human possibilities, might hereafter be 
realized into gratification. 
' " Such were the dreams of her innocent 
niind, th^it was most cruelly deceiving 
itself with pleasing, but fanciful expecta- 
tions, when she was awakened from them by 
her mother, who beckoned her one fine 
morning into the garden, to be informed,, 
that a young nobleman, of large fortune, 
had made proposals to marry her, — and 
that her father, who very much approved 
them, expected that she would, without 

any hesitation, receive Lord S as a 

lover, who was shortly to become her 
husband. 

Honoria, whose tender fancy had been 
just amusing itself with the pictured hap- 
piness of humble life, and conducting the 
vine or the honeysuckle around the windows 
of her imaginary cottage, where she and 
love might dwell together,— was at first 
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stupified by the ccnnmunication of the un- 
expected tidings ; but the moment her re* 
flection renewed its operations^ she sunk, 
down senseless on the lawn. — A violent 
and dangerous illness ensued, which was 
imputed to every cause but the real one; 
and though she wished not to live to be 
the wife of a man whom she did not, and 
could not love, — she was not at all disposed 
to die, and quit a world in which there was 
a being with whom she could be content to 
share the humblest allotment of it. — The 
latter sentiment, aided by her youth, the 
unremitted attentions of her friends^ and 
particularly by the conduct of her noble 
lover,— who, not chusing to wait the un- 
certain return of her health, or attributing 
her illness to some cause that was not alto* 
gether propitious to him, — had retreated 
gradually from his claim upon her, and was 
now become the professed admirer of an- 
other lady. — All these circumstances had, 
by slow degrees, restored her strength, and 
confirmed her health.-— Her brother, also, 
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set out shortly after to make a three years' 

tour of Europe, and Mr. B- , the 

cause of her sorrow, and the source of 
her happiness, accompanied him on his 
travels. ' 

" Honoria, however, possessed too many 
charms not to attract a crowd of admirers, 
and within less than six months after her 
brother s departure, she was again the ob- 
ject of matrimonial solicitation, from a man 
of high rank, large fortune, and superior 
qualifications. — On this occasion her pa- 
rents, apprehensive of a repetition of their 
stem and severe commands, thought it 
prudent to pursue a different, and, as it 
must prove to a person of Honoria s sensi- 
sibility, a more effectual mode of rendering 
her conformable to their wishes. — They 
represented, therefore, the proposed union 
as a matter essential to their happiness, — 
as an event dear to their honour, — as a 
* blessing that would console their age. — 
Such arguments, continually repeated, and 
enforced with affectionate humility and 
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supplicating tears, operated most power- 
fully on Honoria's sense of filial duty ; — 
and though she was not unfaithful to her 
first and only passion, yet, as it was no 
longer nourished by the presence of its 
object, and as she maintained no imniediate 
correspondence with Mr. B— ~, it be- 
came daily more and more subservient to 
the influence of reason and of duty. In 
little more than a year, therefore, after his 
departure, she became the wife of Lord 

M . 

" The good sense and solid virtue of 

Lady M supported her with honour 

in a situation wherein her heart had no 
concern. — Indeed, that heart still retained 
so large a portion of her former passion^ 
as to feel a very sensible alarm on the re- 
turn of her brother and his friend to 
England ; — but she was then become the 
mother of tw^o children, and in her paren- 
tal tenderness for thenj, she found a pow- 
erful protection against those propensities 
of her affections, which were too deeply 
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rooted in her breast not to prove, though 
they were no longer dangerous, very trou- 
blesome inmates of it. — 1 hese tender pro- 
tectors of Lady M 's honour in- 
creased ; — -.she became the mother of seven 
children, and was universally considered as 
the brightest example of female virtue 
among the higher orders of the country. 
Her superior qualities, of every denomina- 
tion; were known to all the world ; — her 
weakness, for it still remained, was known 
only to herself. 

" She was, however, now doomed to ex- 
perience a new and very unexpected stroke 
of affliction : — her Lord, after several years 
of irreproachable conduct, became, as it 
were in a moment, so deeply infatuated 
with one ot his servant-maids, of the 
lowest class, as not only to sacrifice, with- 
out any appearance of concern, his public 
and private honour to her influence, but to 
treat the best wife, and the best woman in 
the world, with the most mortifying con- 
tempt and personal cruelty. 
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" The natural pride of conscious virtue 

dictated to Lady M the conduct it 

became her to pursue, — and she calmly 
quitted a situation in which she found no- 
thing but insult on her dignity as a wife, 
and on her feelings as a woman. — A sepa- 
ration accordingly took place between her 
and her Lord; — and, while the execration 
of every virtuous mind followed him^ the 
commiserating respect of ail who had 
known and heard of her misfortunes, 
waited upon Lady M: • In this pe- 
culiar and affecting situation, and confiding 
in the conscious purity of her heart, she 
had recourse to Mr. B , who was 

now become a dignitary in the church, to 
console and instruct her how to be^r the 
oppressive load of misfortune, under which 
she laboured. — The passion of her earliest 
years still possessed a powerful interest in 
her mind ; — and she deceived herself 
when she imagined that she made appli- 
cation to the object of it merely as the 
common friend of all her family, and .a 
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man of superior knowledge and under- 
standing. 

" It was at this period,'* continued As- 
modeus, " that I was appointed to the 
office of continuing the deception, to the 
decisive moment when such approved vir- 
tue should fall a victim to it. — To effect 
this important purpose, I inspired the af- 
flicted lady with the unsuspected resolution 
of making her friend her confessor; and 
to relate to him, in the most unreserved 
manner, and under the guise of aggravat- 
ing her husbands injustice, the passion of 
her early youth, and the sacrifice she had 
made to it: — I then awakened in his base 
and astonished soul an instant desire of 
availing himself of the unexpected confes- 
sion, for the grossest purposes of sensual 
gratification. 

" In this state of advancing iniquity, I 
have left the artful lust of the one, with 
the unsuspicious, confiding passion of the 
other, to operate to the utter disgrace of 
both : — for you may conceive," added the 
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Demon^ with a smile of triumph, " what 
honour would redound to my infernal mis- 
sion, if such a pattern of virtue should be 
brought, by my art, to console her sorrows 
in the arms of a sanctified ecclesiastic, 
whose consolatory friendship, and pious 
counsels, she had represented, to all her 
friends, as the foundation of those resolu- 
tions which alone could support her in her 
afflictions. For the demon of scandal is 
now on the watch, and will not delay an 
instant in communicating the event to her 
lord, who desires nothing so much as, by 
any means, to procure a divorce, in order 
that he might be enabled to marry the 
creature to whom, by my kind assistance, 
his infatuation hourly increases. — In short, 
if this fair lady should be brought to foul 
disgrace, we Devils may cry, lo trhimphe ! 
for I will venture to foretel, without any 
fear of proving a false prophet, that her 
downfal would go a great way towards 
banishing all confidence in female virtue 
out of this country, where it has been hi- 
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therto considered as one of its greatest bles- 
sings, and most disting^iished honours/* 

** You feel yourself, then," Said the 
Count, " assured of success:*' — " Can you, 
my good Lord," answered Asniodeus, " who 
know a little of female sensibilities, reflect 
a moment on tlie circumstances which I 
have just related, and retain a doubt of it ? 
—Nothing biit a miracle can save her.'* — 
" And it Would justify a miracle," replied 
Don Cleofas, ^^ to do it.— But I am now 
ready to attend you, and shall take it as a 
favour, if you will let me bear or see some- 
thing that may; if possible, drive this mi- 
serable bistory of your's from my reflec- 
tion. ' " And without taking the trouble 
of going further than )^ur window," said 
the Demon, " you will be gratified with 
a coup d^oeil, which may probably produce 
the eflfect you so much desire.'* 

" It may, indeed," said Don Cleofas ; 
'^ for, I believe, the funeral procession of 
some prince, statesman, or hero, is passing 
along the street before us. Death seems 

VOL. IV. € 
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to have exhausted all his. pomp and ma^ 

nifioence in oonductiog some distiagQished 

victim to the 4x>mb, — and to be proud of 

'bis oonquest. — Such is the cbsiDg scene of 

• 

human glory l" 

"They are not, however," replied the 
Devil, '' the remains of a prince» an heroj, 
or a statesman, which are borne along with 
such mournful splendour befqre you ;-~rbut 
of a- man who was, at times, every one of 
those characters, as well as many, others 
of an inferior naturc-^rHe possessed the 
mimic sovereignty of the stage ; and was, 
perhaps, the most perfect actor in all the 
ratioiis branches of theatrical exhibition 
that the world ever beheld : — he may be 

' said to have been the proxy of nature in 
all her casts and characters. — llie monarch 
and tlie clown, — the old man and the boy, 
— the philosopher and the libertine^ — tlie 

. sage and the insane, — the tyrant and the 
lover, — the miser and the spendthrift, — 

: the fop and the footman, — the drunkard 

' and the ibol, were all illustrated with equal 
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4orce and truth, by his aatonishibg powers, 
^very passion and every foible,— every vir- 
tue and every vice of human nature, were 
represented by him as in a glass which re- 
flected their real images. — To-day he. would 
alarm an audience with terror, or dissolve 
them with pity ; — on the morrow he would 
enliven their reason, and keep the theatre 
in a roar.— But he is now come to the 
closing scene of his drama, in which, per- 
haps, it may be thought by some, that the 
jeude theatre is practised, and the spectacle 
continued, when the curtain should have 
jbeen dropped for even" 

" But is it possible,** exclaimed Don 
Cleofas, '^ that all this parade can be em* 
ployed to honour the remains of a player ?** 
*' A truce, my dear Lord, to your preju- 
dices," interrupted the Demon ; " and dd . 
be;So ohKging as to recdllect, that you are 
in a country where superior merit, in every 
class and chnracter, is considered with dis- 
tinction ; and where pre-eminent intel- 
lectual catceHence can nefver fail, qmler the 

- I 2. 
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guiding spirit of common prudence, to 
attain an elevated point of public const- 
deration. It may, perhaps, add a little to 
your astonishment, when you are informed 
that, among the numerous train of those 
who attend to shew their respectful atten- 
tions on this solemn occasion, there are 
many of the first characters in rank, for- 
tune, and literature, of this country. — Nor 
is this all ; — the miitiic king will be inter- 
red beneath the same roof with the mo- 
narchs and princes of the British empire." 
" All this,'* interrupted the Count, 
*^ may be very right; but let your com- 
municating spirit be so kind as to inform 
me, what superior marks of funeral honour 
can be shewn, by this enlightened people, 
to their orators, their poets, their histo- 
rians, and their philosophers r" ** To tell 
you the truth,'' replied the Demon, " many 
of them are carried very quietly to their 
graves; — and the only account I can give 
you for the distinction, proceeds, perhaps, 
from somewhat of a prevailing impulse in 
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inankind, to be more attached to those 
Avho can afford pleasure, than to such as 
give instruction, and to lament them ac- 
cordingly. You may shake your head, my 
good friend, if you please," added the 
Devil, " but this principle, or defect, call 
it by what name you please, is in human 
nature, — and I do not take upon me to 
answer for it. — Though it is not improba- 
ble but that before many hours are passed, 
an opportunity may offer of indulging you 
with a more ample consideration of this 
branch of human conduct.*' " In the 
raean time," said the Count, " and with- 
out any prejudice as to the character of 
any individual, be it what it may, upon 
whose unconscious carca*se so much parade 
and expense is lavished, my reason is not 
sufficiently enlightened to approve this un- 
availing pomp of funeral honours. ** *' If 
that be the case," answered Asmodeus, ** I 
will amuse your present morning with a 
few scenes of mortality, somp of which may , 
be entirely to ygur Lordships taste, — 



it 
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Death is always on the wing, — this great 
city is a continual scene of his power, and 
there is not a part of* his wide d<!mTain 
which does not, at this moment, offer some 
example of it." 

Such a proposal,** said the Count, 
would not always find me in the humour 
to m^t' it. At present, however, I am 
prepared for- the mournful progress yoa 
propose, — ^the concluding scenes of life 
form an admirable^ SEhool of wisdbn^:-— ** 
« And of' fcrily al*!^/* said thfe^ D^notf j 
whb ifmiiediatdyborfe away Don Gle6^4d 
a very coifjrmanding situation in the upper ^ 
part* of the town. 

They were no sooner seated, thaw the 
Devil upon Two Sticks ' directed ^he- atten- 
, tion of his friend to a chambfer in - the 
upper- st6^y of an house in the ac^ning 
street. ** Upon a 'mattress in thiat room,'* 
sdid he, " is stretched the corpse of aiitan 
who ranked high among the learned 'men 
of* this- country j-^and whose works will' 
add to itS' literary renown, while letters 
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' continue to be cultivated in the vvorld.— 
Dtevoting, as be did, his life to studious 
Uboor^ and having no children Qr family 
ftw: whom it was his duty to procure a sap- 
port; he looked for little more» than to 
provide for the day that was passiiag • over 
hirri; and the bookseller, who made a 
great' fortune by his productions^ being 
always ready to yield him ^he scapty pro- 
vision with which he had accusjL^jned him- 
b'elf * to be satisfied, as . well as to furnish . 
hnn with all the implements of study^ — ' 
this learned man did not interrupt the abr 
straction of his Hfe by aivy attention to 
moneys or any plan of accumuWung it; so 
that when death came^ it foundi him*\as 
might be expected, without the means of - 
commandrng an^ honouiable ^ave. The 
worthy book/seller thought it pteodent to* 
stifle all^ suspicion ' of being upwards of' a* 
thousamf {>ounds in his xlebt, by. refusihg 
to advance a guinea towards his internment, 
which will owe its decency to the humanity 

, of men who knew him only in. his vsorfc^.;' 
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The gentleman who has just knocked at 
the door of the house, has been this morn- 
ing among his friends, to inform them of 
the circumstance which I have just related 
lo you, and is returned with a sum of 
money that he has^ collected from them, for 
the purpose of arranging such an unosten- 
tatious funeral as will be favoured with 
yoiir approbation ;— for no one will atten- 
it but himself," 

" The sarcasm you utter," said the 
Count, " is more evident on your counte- 
nance than in your words.— -Nevertheless, 
even your professional sophistry will, I be- 
lieve, be puzzled to reconcile, to any ra- 
tional principle, the superb interment of 
an actor, whose excellence, however pre- 
eminent, must be buried in his tomb, with 
the beggarly burial of a man, who was not 
only born to instruct his own times, but 
will become the instructor of future ages. 
The one sleeps beside the sepulchre of 
princes^ and the other scarcely finds an 
-eleemosynary grave." 
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*^ The very manner,** answered the De- 

inofQ, **, in which your tiordship has been 

pleased to express your doubts as to my 

power of reconciling the very different ap- 

p^rance of these two characters in the 

passage to their last home, affords those 

convincing reasons which will enable me 

to do it) without any other aid than the 

common logic of common sense. 

. *' The author lived in tlie retirement of 

l^i^ study, and was only known to mankind • 

by the works which issued fron) it. — His 

manners, society, and habits of demeanour, 

were not suited to the general intercourse 

of. life;. — so that when you had purchased 

his writings, you were possessed of all you 

could, wish to know of him; — his better 

part was already with you. — Mankind were 

0nly interested in him from the pleasure 

whiph was produced, or the instruction; 

i^hich was afforded by his literary labours. 

His books are read, and the name of the 

writer treated with respect ; and the one, 

ipay continue to be equally r^ad, and the 

I 3 
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Other to be equally respected, when the 
author has long been numbered with the* 
dead. But the actor, who * is a continoal 
source of public amusement, — whose per- 
sonal exertions give added delight to the 
hours* of the happy^ and afford an oblinoas 
antidote to those of the wretched, becomes 
an object of personal interest! When he 
dies, therefore, a vacancy is mode in your 
ordinary pleasures and satis^tions ; and 
as he leaves no representative behind hinsi 
but the 'regretful remembrance of his 
power to delight, — there is a natural^ and 
indeed, ati amiable disposition, — for grati- 
tude is more or less connected virith it,— 
to pay the tribute of distinguished regard 
to the remains of such a character, beoause 
it is the last public testimony of respect 
which he can receive. It is a kind and 
applausive obedience to the valeie and 
platidite of the drama of life. The actor 
is most happily represented, by the first 
dramatic writer of this or any conntry, as 
a being who frets and stniits his hour upon 
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the sl^ge,-*-and then>i& heard no more: — 
and, surely, the altend^ice on his hearsei 
nw/^f. as I have just obswred^ be consideredi: 
as 'the tributary a^^lause of the last scene; 
before! the curtain drops,, when the eye of 
the spectator beholds the actor no. more. 
Besides, to continue the subject of* pc^sthu- 
raous honours,-^the parade of funeral- 
splendour, and the lengthened train of 
eminent persons, who lament the loss of 
those talents which have^ delighted and m-* 
structed them> is almost -the whole suro of' 
faonour which the most perfect actor can 
receive, when he has made his exit'' from' 
the theatre of life. His name, indeed^ is 
recorded; .and while those* who had wit- 
nessed and felt his superior powers remain 
on the stage, it will be mentioned with a 
warm and grateftil eulogium; but when 
his contemporary generation is. passed 
away, his meisory will be but liitle che^. 
rished by those who were born after he 
tvas consigned to the tomb ; and can only 
know vAidt their forefathers thought con- 
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cerning him. While the author^ who 

lived in the habits of studious research^ 
andj as it were, in the solitude of learnings 
claims not the momentary respect of 
crowded obsequies : — the most distant pos- 
terity will know Kim, in a great measure^ 
as well as those who were contemporaries 
with him;-*-and his name lives in those 
works which will never die. 

" Having enlarged a little on this sub* 
ject, as I promised/* added Asmodeus, 
^* and, as I hope, to your full conviction, 
we will now proceed to a very difl&rent 
scene and situation of varying mortality/ 
'VMy objection to funeral display," ob- 
served the Count, ** arose from no other 
idea, than the unconscious state of the ob- 
ject on whom it is lavished ; but Mrhen it 
is considered as proceeding from a con50« 
latory sentiment in the living, I am more 
than disposed to be a convert to the opi- 
nions which you have offered for my in- 
struction. If the trembling hand of reve- 
rential sorrow adorns the hearse with 
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{^uines, and banners, and escutcheons, it 
may be respected as a pious act of the 
heart, and as a charity of the mind, which 
marks the amiable sensibility of the one, 
and the tender virtues of the other. But 
before my attention is called to another 
awful view of death,— do me the favour to 
siitisfy my curiosity concerning a very Jiving 
scene in the lower room of a large house 
immediately to the left of us, where some- 
what of a singular dispute appears to be 
agitating by a small company of gentlemen ; 
one of whom, who is dressed in black, is 
almost convulsed by the violence of his 
declamation ; while his hearers are so little 
afiected with his harangue, that they an- 
swer him with nothing more than an oc- 
casional shake of the head, or shrug of the 
shoulders. The young man who is enve- 
loped, as I should suppose, in a dress of 
masquerade, takes no notice of either, and 
is more attentiv^e to the warming his hands 
at the fire, than to the matter in contest 
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between the^ rest: of. the eorDpany» — be 
it what it may/* 

^^ That scene* of life/^ saki Abfoodeijes 
^ arises also from the bumness of death, — 
It is what the inecHcal people cnM' a deetd-^ 
ease ; which is: nothing more than st- con^ 
saltation of physicians, lo discover' the dis- 
order of which theiff patient di^d., This^ 
is* done by a little chirorgical ceremony ctf 
opening the body^ in ojader to (Kscover 
whether the mkchtef was done by; the d^^ 
ease^ o^ by themsdvesw The gentleman 
whose violent agitations you have remark- 
ed, has }nst lost a ^onrite child', a beauf- 
tiful girl in he r eighteenth year ; arad hav- 
ing got a litde gentlesian -.like insight inta 
physic and anatomy, he has. tak^i upon 
him, in rather unreserved terras, to accuse 
the attending ph}sieians o£ having mW 
taken her disorder. To prove their igno 
ranee, he has summoned them to attend 
the interior examination o£ their late pa- 
tient, and is now displaying that knowledge, 
of the case^ to which. they can only answer ^ 



I 



by those significant tokens you httveab^eady 
described. The^ person whom you suppose - 
to be in anhabit of disguise, is thfeanatoraisty 
seieiitifically arrayed in his frock of dissec- 
tion;— and, very naturally, takes no part 
in a dispute in which he has no concern. — 
It is his^ office to employ the knife, and^ 
that of his medical associates to employ « 
their judgment; and as it will be very 
shortly decided that the physicians are in 
the rights and that the poor young lady died • 
according to the known rules of art, — the 
disappointed father will give them their* 
fees, for these gentlemen are paid for 
their attendance on the dead as well as the 
living, — and will then begin most seriously 
to lament the premature death of his dar-^ • 
ling daughter. 

'^ The grand enemy of life," contiifiued • 
the Dttnon, ^ takes no l6ng strides in this 
quarter: for, at the very next door^ there 
is a picture of distress, which> I am sure, 
will awaken all yoursensibility.** " Itdoes^ 
indeed/* answered! D0n Gleofas ; ^ fpr, if 
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my sight does not deceive me/ 1 see a lady 
in a paroxysm of grief, which wears the 
most alarming appearance. Three ser- 
vants can scarce govern her frantic strength, 
and the whole family seems to be in an 
universal state of confusion and dismay. — 
A much'loved husband, an only son, or a 
. lovely daughteV, must have been called 
suddenly to the tomb; — nay, the triple 
vengeance of fate, consigning them all^ at 
the same moment, to the same grave, could 
alone excite such raging emotions of sor- 
row." " Her distresses are great indeed/' 
interrupted Asmodeus; ^' and you must 
prepare all your tenderest sympathies to 
hear the accumulation of them : — For, last 
night, her adorable little lap-dog died in 
the act of becoming a mother ; and, with- 
in this half hour, a favourite Java sparrow 
fell dead from its perch. — But to withdraw 
your attention," continued Asmodeus, 
smiling, " from such an overwhelming pic- 
ture of human calamity, permit me to di- 
rect your regards to the first-floor of a 
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large house to the right, whose front is 
enriched with - medallions and basso-re- ; 
lievos.— -Within that bed, >vhose curtains 
are so closely drawn, lies a sick man of 
very large fortune ;— his disorder is of that 
acute nature which medicine cannot always ; 
conquer, — but, when left to itself, is very 
rapid indeed in completing its purpose. 
The* physicians, who were called in this 
morning to afford their powerful aid, deter- 
mined the situation of the patient to be 
very alarming, but by no means without 
hopes. They, therefore, prescribed the 
ilecessary remedies, and promised to return; 
in the evening to judge of their effects. 
But an amiable younger brother of the 
sick gentleman, will save them the trouble 
of a third visit. He has undertaken, from . 
a truly fraternal anxiety, to be the minister 
of the sick chamber: and, considering it> 
as a most inhuman act to disturb his bro- 
ther in bis last' moments, by tormenting, 
him with useless medicines, — he empties, 
the phials, from time to time, in the fire ; 
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which infloeDoed all her actions^ her health 
was undermined, — the most torturing pains 
of incurable disease afi^icted her latter days, 
-T-and this morning star of beauty set be* 
fore it wag noon. 

** The gentleman whom you see walking 
to and fro in his library, is her Lord, who 
is more aiFected at the manner of her 
tleath, than at the event itself, whfch re- 
lieves him from a considerable portion of 
trouble and disgrace : — Though it is not 
possible, if he possesses the least sensibi- 
lity, but he must feel some concern at his 
last separation from a woman, whom he 
once so much admired and tenderly loved, 
and who was the mother of children to 
whom he is an affectionate father. They 
had long lived in a state of apparent in* 
difference for, each other; she did not, 
therefore, invite him to a sick chamber, 
where she might naturally suppose he did 
not wish to come^ and he did not go 
thither from any voluntary impulse, because^ 
he as naturally believed, that he should not 
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be a welcome visitor. At length, however, 
when this imprudent woman found that 
her end drew nigh, she in treated a last 
interview with her Lord :— rHe obeyed the 
summons, — and approached the bed where 
she lay without one trace of all her former 
beauty ; — her faded form worn by disease, 
disfigured by convulsions, and on which 
death seemed only to be prolonging his 
banquet. He expected to hear the lan- 
guage of self-reproach, and see the wound- 
ing horrors of despair; but to his surprise 
and extreme satisfaction. Tie found her spi- 
rits calm, — her understanding in full com- 
prehension, and her mind firm and col- 
lected to meet the dart that was already 
sped against her. — * One embrace, my 
' Lord/ she feebly exclaimed, * before we 
part for ever !' Which, being given and 
returned, — * To you,' continued her falter- 
ing lips, * I gave my first kiss ; — to yoii I 
have now given my last,~rand may God 
and you pardon what has passed between 
them.' A violent convulsion immediately 
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fiallowed, and, in a few minutes^ tbe groan 
of expiration escaped her." 

^' This is, indeed^*' said Don X^eofas^ 
a: piost afiecting description ; aiid, Tdoobt 
BQt, /the drcuoistanoes of the scene will 
secure the request that dosed it. — ^liaaven^ 
I.truft^ will^ — and. her Lord, surely, must 
forgive all her offences/' " The latter,'' 
answered Asmodeus, " will certainly forget 
.as well ^s- forgive them ; but it will he in 
thearaiB of another woonan, who has, for 
some time,, hebi the object of his tender, 
but secret passion, and whom, as tsoon as 
the formal duties of mourning ibr his first 
wife are over, he will most assuredly take 
to be his second." . 

" And if my .curiosity is not imperti- 
.nent," said- the Count, " permit me to ask, 
if his Lordship will mend his. market by 
his future* bargain?" — " Upon the whok^ 
he certainly will," replied the Demon; 
" f<»r the lady who is just dead, plagued 
him by her folly, — and she whom he is 
destined^ to ii^ry, will pl^ue him with her 
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-f^TPdence; which must be acl^nowledged to 
be rather^ the. better plague of thetwo:-*r- 
. From hence, however, you may learn, my 
^ood Lord, that a wife is at best no better 
than. a plague.'* Don Cleofas sighed at the 
-reflection ; and the Devil upon Two Sticks 
^^as impatient to turn the thoughts of his 
friepd from the memory of a wife, who w^ 
ail exception to the general rule; .fcr, 
\vhile she lived, she was a blessing to. him. 
He, therefore, contrived to direct his im- 
mediate attention to an old man, bolstered 
up in his bed, who was taking a cordial 
medicine, which his trembling bands could 
scarce lift to his lips. 

" The chamber, I perceive,** said the 
Count, '^ is hung with jiictures of battles 
and scenes of war." "; It is true/* replied 
the Demon, " they represent the different 
engagements, sieges, &c. in w^hich the old 
Lord has taken a part. *He is a general 
officer of the first rank in this country, 
.^ijd has passed his whole life between the 
fields of Mars and Venus. From the day« 
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of his youth to the present moment, he ha<> 
had but two occupations, and two subjects 
of discourse, — ^women and war. ^n. . the 
piping times of peace, he was as debauchee^ 
as, in the day of battle, he was valiant 
He was an hardy soldier and a gross lover : 
— He mingled no sentiment with his mili- 
tary honour, — nor any delicacy with his 
amorous passions; — so that instead of 
crowning his old age with the well-earned 
laurels of his better days, he has never 
ceased to curse the debilitating fiour that 
put an end to his sensual enjoyments. 
He has, this very morning, declared to an 
old friend who has just left him,— that he 
would consent to be a private centinel in 
his own regiment,— to be diseased to the 
bone, and tied up to the halberts to receive 
a thousand lashes, — to be repeated every 
three months, for three years to come, if it 
would restore him to the libidinous age of 
five-and- twenty — Before to-morrow night 
he will be no more :— He is sensible of his 
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approaching ^nd, and blasphemes the power 

that'ordains it/' 

•i ' ' • ■ 

" This old .Lord," said the Couat, *^ is^a 
philosopher of your own school ; and, to 
say the truth, he supports his character tp 
tljelast." "It rather mortifies me," re- 
plied Asraodeus, " that I must check your 

. triumph by a very serious declaration^ that- 
such a man is by no means found to for- 
ward the purposes for which I was com- 
manded into existence. His inclinations 
were too depraved, and savoured too much 
of brutal instinct, to do important mischief 
to apy but himself. It is true, that he has 
passed his life with harlots, — but he has 
made none himself. He preferred a cor- 
poral's wife, whom he could command to 

' his tent, or a common prostitute, whom he 
could sumnions out of the street, to a Du- 
chess of the most enchanting beauty, 

. whom he must attend in her own chamber. 
His conversation, as well 'as his conduct, 
disgusted youth, — ^^shocked old age, and 
could be borne by none but men of bis 

VOL* IV. K 
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own cast and character; or such who 
found it necessary to submit to his At^n- 
vities, in order to obtain his favour. 

" The man who can give to vice the 
semblance of virtue, — who can make in- 
temperance wear the appearance of inno- 
cent festivity, — who can win his way by a 
thousand artifices, into the confidence of 
the easy-hearted man, — and quench the 
most jealous suspicions of cautious wo- 
man, — ^he is the philosopher whom our 
Pandemonium will crown with the choicest 
bays that grow on the Stygian bank. And 
such an one you may now see in that coach 
which is proceeding along the street in the 
slow and solemn pace of a funeral pro- 
cession. 

** He also is a dying Lord,— a man of 
letters and of wit, — a statesman of no mean 
: account, and a courtier of the first man- 
ners. — He preserves, too, his character tc 
the last, and will smile, and say gooc 
things, till his tongue is mute for ever.— 
That man has done a deal of precioBi 
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mischief in his time, and has written those 
instructions which will continue to pro- 
pagate it as long as they are read : — And in 
such a seducing form have they been com- 
posed, that there is every reason to believe 
they will be read while elegant literature is 
tinderstood and admired in the language of 
his country. 

He will tell you to smile in the face of 
an enemy, till you have a fair opportunity 
of stabbing him to the heart; — to heap 
favours on the husband whose bed you 
wish to violate ; — to get, by any means, the 
father into your povver^ whose daughter 
you want to seduce. — He will inform you, 
that the surest way to undermine female 
virtue, is by an artful and progressive cor^ 
ruption of the morals ; — and that you do 
well to gratify your passions, without any 
consideration but their enjoyment. — He 
will teach, that the most admired and ve- 
nerated excellence of particular men, is 
nothing more than the effect of superior 

art ;— rand that the greatest villain is only 
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an unfortunate hypocrite. — He will allow 
that laws are necessary to prevent mankind 
from cutting each other s throats^ as wd 
as to secure them in the pursuit of their 
objects, and the enjoyment of their plea- 
sures; and that certain, decorunys are 
wisely provided to regulate the manners, 
and heighten the comforts of social beings; 
but that there is no moral obligation to 
regard the one or the other, except such ai 
arises from a sense of our own social con- 
venience.— These have been the leading 
principles of his life, and will accompany 
him to his grave. 

" From his first appearance in the world 
he practised no other. — He never did what 
wore the guise of a generous, a noble, or 
a kind action, but for some selfish pur- 
pose ; — and, for the same end, he was by 
no means indisposed, — when he had no 
dread of any resulting inconvenience, — to 
injustice, meanness, or depravity. — His 
mind was equal to the highest flights of 
vanity, but not sufficiently great or eapa- 
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clous to admit an atom of real ambition. — 
To be admired, was the summit of his hap- 
piness, — and he accordingly clothed his 
manners, his words, and his whole deport- 
ment of body and mind, with that polished 
exterior, which, ns so well formed to please. 
—It was natural, therefore, that he should 
esteem in others, those qualifications with 
which he studied to adorn himself* — In- 
deed, so habituated was he to weigh and 
determine on characters from the elegance 
of their demeanour, and the refinement of 
their decorum> that he would, most cer- 
tainly, look with greater complacency arid 
regard on a well-bred murderer, in his 
way to the gallows, than a rough, unseemly 
^eaman, who had brought home honour, 
victory, and wealth to his country. — In his 
social pleasures he required elegant com- 
panions, or polished flatterers; and his 
sensual dispositions, which were ever sub- 
ordinate to his vanity, were not only 
Jieightened, but, in a great measure, in- 
spired, by the rank, fashion, or superior 
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virtue, of the woman who became the ob- 
ject of it. — Venus herself, in the form of a 
chambermaid, had no temptations for 
him ; but a female bel esprit of quality,— a 
fashionable woman of exemplary virtue,— 
the choice, well- guarded mistress of an 
intimate friend ;— in short, a conquest, 
which might be supposed to require supe- 
rior address, were alone able to awaken the 
ardour of his passions. 

** Such a man, your Lordship must be 
Convinced, is a fine engine in the hands of 
my brethren; though, to tell you the 
truth, it was determined by the councils of 
our Pandemonium, to appoint a spirit to 
the special and sole purposes of watching 
over this nobleman's life ; and it is with 
pleasure I perceive that he preserves his 
important charge in an uniform state of 
elegant depravity to the last : — For; as he 
has lived without virtue from motives of 
interest, he will die without repentance 
from a principle of vanity. — He is now so 
weak, that he can scarce bear the very slow 
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progress of his carriage; but he will not 
be long subject to such an inconvenience, 
and he is himself of that opinion. Indeed, 
be has, for some time, called these slow- 
pacedairings, with his usual pleasantry of ex- 
pression, * the re-hearsals of his last part ; 
and this is the last of them ; for, in a few 
dayS;, he will perform it, and the liearse will 
bear his remains to the -gloomy, unsocial 
coippany of his ancestors. 

" But to prove to your Lordship," con- 
tinued. Asmodeua, " that I take my sub- 
jects as chance presents them, and without 
any design upon your morals^ or any sinis* 
ter purposes of my own, I shall introduce 
you to a scene, which it would be my duty,, 
if it were ia my power, to hide from every 
eye, and to keep from every tongue. — It 
forms a very striking contrast to'all you 
have jiust beheld ; and I am afraid that you 
have good enough in you to be delighted 
with it. It is the death-bed of a virtuous 
man ; and the house before which a quaa- 
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tfty of straw is spread along the street, 
will present it to you." 

*' I see, indeed/' said Don Cleofas, " a 
company of people confusedly arranged, as 
it were, in different parts of a large cham- 
ber, some in tears, and all bearing on their 
countenances the marks of poignant sor- 
row. At the moment I am speaking, they 
2^, as if influenced by the same involun- 
tary emotion of submissive grief, approach 
the bed, .where I see a sick person, >raiJfcd 
up on pillows> and, as it appears, prepairit^g^ 
to address, and probably for the last time^ 
those persons who, I fear, may be already 
.called his surviving family." 
V .** It is even so,** answered Asmodeus ; 
*' and, for your sake, I will do justice ta 
this bright example of hutnan virtue } and 
not only give you the history of this excel- 
lent man, but mortify myself with a repeti- 
tion of those farewel instructions which 
he is about to pronounce, and will prove 
the last act of his venerable life. 

" He is a gentleman of large fortune. 
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which he inherited from his father, who 
had amassed it, from very small beginnings, 
by a life of industrious and respectable 
commerce. Having frequently, as hagrew 
into wealth, experienced the want of a 
liberal education in himself, — though, to 
say the truth, it was to that circumstance 
he owes his fortune, — he determined to 
give his son every advantage of instruction 
and accomplishment, which this enlight- 
ened country and foreign travel could pro- 
duce. When, however, that object was 
attained, and the young man was the admi- 
ration of all who knew him, the narrow 
spirit of trading life prevented the father 
from allowing his son that liberal income 
which his superior education, the fostered 
habits of his mind, and his future expecta- 
tions, naturally required. The old gentle- 
mauj who thought no expense too great, 
while it paid the interest of improvement, 
could not bring himself to place the son of 
whom he was so proud, in a situatioa of 
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common independence, for what he called 
doing nothing. 

" Thus this accomplished young gentle- 
man, after having been educated, in the 
most liberal manner, at Eton and Oxford, 
iand supported in the elegance of the first 
ranks of life, during his tour through the 
principal countries of Europe, found him- 
self obliged to pass his time between his 
father's town residence in the neighbour- 
hood of Fenchurch Street, and the pater- 
nal country house at five miles distance 
from the Royal Exchange ; and there he 
served an apprenticeship of three years, 
not, indeed, to his father's trade, but to 
his father's humours. He, however, had 
the good sense to employ that tardy period 
in studious amusements ; and, at the end 
of it, found himself, by the sudden death 
of the old man, who died as he sat at 
table, in the possession of nearly three 
hundred thousand pounds. 

** But the prudence which accompanied 
the years of paternal restraint, took 11$ 
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flight on the approach of liberty. Mr. 

B . did not hesitate a moment to 

avail himself of every luxurious privilege 
of his new situation. — He accordingly* 
took a fine house at the West- end of the 
tovvti, — furnished it with the utmost ele- 
gance, — saw what is called the best com^ 
pany, and was soon seduced into all the 
dissipations of fashionable life. His poor 
old, industrious, accumulating father had 
not been dead twelve months, before the. 
young man was member of a gaming-club, 
' — the protector of an Italian Opera singer^ . 
— the proprietor of a stud of race-horses, 
—and security for upwards of twenty 
thousand pounds for some of his intimate 

friends, whow^ere not worth a^shilling. 

In short, those passions which had been 
so unwisely restrained by the ignorance of 
parental precaution, now burst forth into 
all the riot of folly, and extravagance of 
dissipation* The young men of fashion, 
according to their different characters, con- 
sidered him either as a golden dupe, a a 
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convenient friend, or a generous compa- 
nion; while the more experienced and 
reflecting part of his acquaintance, shook 
their heads at a career, which, if conti- 
nued but for a few years, must end in mi- 
sery and ruin. 

*^ At this period, during the race-week 
of a country town, which he had attended 
to witness the defeat of a favourite horse, 
and to lose a considerable sum of money, 
he accidentally danced with a young lady, 
a provincial beauty of the neighbourhood, 
and became violently enamoured of her. 

** His sudden passion was the jeer of all 
to whom he communicated it ; — but their 
ribaldry could not dissipate the pain it oc- 
casioned in his breast. — Having been for 
some time in the habit of finding a ready 
indulgence to all his wishes, he determined 
at once to satisfy his impatience ; — and, on 
the fourth day after he had seen the lady, 
he waited upon her mother, who was her 
only surviving parent, to explain the situa- 
tion of his heart, the extent of his fortune, 
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and the profusion of his intended settle- 
ment, if he should be approved as the lover 
of her daughter. 

^^ The inconsiderate vanity of the young 
man led him to believe, that he should 
carry the citadel by a coup de main, which 
it must be impossible to resist ; — and he 
would hardly believe his senses, when he 
received a check in his first approach to 
the fortress. — The lady, after she had heard 
his declaration, begged leave to retire for a 
few minutes ;— and, on returning with her 
daughter, whose presence, she said, in a 
matter of so much consequence to her 
happiness, was essentially necessary, she 

informed Mr. B , in terms of the 

utmost politeness, that, though his ojffers 
were of an extent to which the object of his 
attentions had no reasonable claim, it ap- 
peared to be her duty to advise her only 
and darling child to give the proposition h^ 
had made that consideration, and to follow 
it with that enquiry and consultation of 
friends, which such an important business 



206 DBVIL UPON TWO rtiCKS 

demanded. — * It would, therefore/ she said, 
' require some time to give a determinate 
answer to the propositions with which they 
had been honoured. You know, my dear 
Caroline/ added the good lady, ' that I am 
not your mother, but your equal friend, on 
this, as on every other circumstance of 
your life ; be so kind^ therefore^ as to say, 
whether ray opinion is in perfect corres- 
pondence with your own, on this very un- 
expected occasion ?' 

*^ * My inferior understanding/ answered 
the amiable Caroline, ' most sincerely ap- 
proves the conduct you propose ; and, in 
the suggestion of it, I feel an added proof 
of that affection and tenderness, which I 
have ever experienced from the best of. 
mothers/ 

*' Mr. B gave a forced approba* 

tion to this admirable example of maternal 
precaution and filial acquiescence ; which, 
if the sight of the young lady had r>ot 
given new ardour to his passion, he would . 
have considered^ and perhaps have treated^ 
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as insult and impertinence. — He, of course, 
took his leave, but with a consolatory 
assurance in his own mind, that as a 
knowledge of his fortune and fashionable 
figure in the world must be the result of 
their enquiries concerning him, there 
would be no future hesitation to receive 
him in the character which he had pro- 
posed to them. 

" When, therefore, his eager impatience 
forced him to renew his visit, in order to 
be made completely happy, by hearing the 
determination, which his Vanity had set 
down as a matter of indubitable certainty, 
he was received and astonished with the 
following declaration from the mother of 
the lovely Caroline: — 

" ' Truth, Sir, may be sometimes offen- 
sive; — but in addressing it to you on this 
occasion, you will, I am sure, do me the 
justice to believe, that I do not mean to 
give offence. — The first object of my life 
is my daughter's happiness, — and though 
I should wish to manifest my zeal for it, 
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without wounding the delicacy of your 
feelings, — ^yet, if I cannot fulfil my inten- 
tions without such an unwilling circum- 
stance, I must be content to act the part 
of a faithful parent, at the risk even of 
your displeasure. Your fortune, Sir, and 
the proffered arrangements of it, are much 
beyond my expectations for my daughter, 
and her wishes for herself; — but she desires 
me to acquaint you, tTiat she will never 
marry a man, however wealthy, whose pur- 
suits are connected with the horse- course, 
— who associates with gamesters, however 
titled or distinguished, — and who is known 
rather by the elegance of his dissipations, 
than the splendour of his virtues. This 
being our unalterable resolution, we must 
beg the favour of you to excuse us from 
hearing any thing further on the subject, — 
and not to consider it as an offence that 
we decline the honour of your future at- 
tentions. At the same time, Sir, you may 
be assured, that if you do not yourself 
think proper to divulge what has passed 
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between us, . it will remain a secret for 
ever.' — As she uttered the last sentence, 
the goo4 lady rang the bell, and, having 

told the servant to order Mr. B 's 

carriage, she politely left the room. 

' ^^ He had now nothing to do but to quit 
the house; but was so disconcerted in 
doing it, that he sat several minutes in his 
Chaise without tfeliing the postillions where 
lb -drive:— at length, however, he recover^ 
dd hirasfelf so far as to give the necessary^ 
directions; and not quite certain whether 
he dreamed or was awake, he returned to 
^e' neighbouring town, which he quitted as 
soon as tb& past-horses could be changed, 
Stid proceeded to London. 

• " This journey could not be a very com- 
fortable One, — for pique, mortification, re- 
ifentment, and, I will add, shame, were the 

companions of i% : — for Mr. B pds- 

^ssed an excellent understanding, a mind 
well stored with knowledge, and, at the 
bottom, a delicacy of sentiment which no- 
thing could have smothered but the pecu- 
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liar circumstances of his life. He was like 
a bird who had been so long pent up in his 
cage, that he did not know what use to 
make of his wings when he was indulged 
with unlimited flight. 

** He now, however, for the first time 
since the death of his father, began to^ ex- 
amine a little into his conduct, the mode 
of life he had adopted, and the respective 
characters of his chosen associate^; — and 
he saw nothing in any of them to give him 
pleasure, or that could make him amends 
for the blessings of which their councils 
and example had deprived him. At the 
same time, he could not summon the resro- 
lution to get rid of the former, in order 
that he might become worthy of the latter* 
When, therefore, he found that the fasci- 
nating idea of the lovely Caroline could not 
be banished from his heart by the encou- 
raged resentment of mortified vanity, he 
replunged into the suspended career of 
dissipation, with the hope that he should 
lose the image which haunted him^ amid 
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the successive and continued variety of his 
pleasures. — But the charming image still 
pursued him ; and the excesses of wine, 
from which he had hitherto abstained, were 
added to the numben 

'' At this time Sir W. R , an old 

friend of Mr. B — — *s fether, and who 
had been a kind friend to the young man, 
but was forgotten or disregarded among the 
novelties of his present . situation, had oc- 
casion to call upon him concerning the 
arrangement of a charitable donation^ left 

by the elder Mr. B , of which Sir 

W. had been appointed the sole trustee.— 
After the business was settled, some awk« 
ward apologies from Mr. B ■ , for his 

past inattention to a man who bad been 
the kind friend of his youth, and the com- 
panion of his father's life, gave that gen-» 
tleman an opportunity to address him in 
the following manner : — 

*^ * I was used, for your sake, Mr. 

B , to sigh over the fruitless efforts 

I made to prevail on your poor father to 
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allow you a 'larger range of society and 
amusement than he permitted after your 
return from abroad. I continually told 
him, till I foresaw that my further sugges- 
tions on the subject would violate a friend- 
Ship of forty years, — that if he did not, by 
degrees, habituate you,, as it were, to the 
great fortune you Would one day possess, 
there was every reason to fear the worst 
cons^uences when you should come inta 
the possession of it. He, poor gpod man^ 
would kugh at my suspicions, and insist 
on the truth of his favourite principle, — 
that the longer yOu remained in the' habits 
of restraint, th^ less inclined you would be 
to break from it ; and that to keep you 
without ^ny part of your future fortune, 
during his life, would render you more 
attentive to its preservation and improve- 
ment/ when his death should leave you 
master of the whole of it. — My suspi- 
cions, however, were but too well founded, 
and all I apprehended for you is come to 
pass. My poor friend is gone where he is 
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insensible to the error he committ^, and'I 
survive him most seriously to lament it 

" * You are, I find, in the high road to 
ruin and dishonour. — As you proceed, a 
very few years will bring your fortune, 
great as it is, to an end;— and, as it will 
be consumed, according to all present apr 
pearances, in a manner, and by means, in^ 
consistent not only with the principles of 
virtue, but with the decorum of a gentle- 
man, — ^your future distress will be without 
any alleviation. — There may, indeed, be a 
dignity in poverty,— but it must be the 
poverty of virtue, and not of vice. — Re- 
spect may follow misfortune, as well as 
pity; but it must be the misfortune of 
unyielding integrity. — ^The wretchedness, 
alas ! that is brought on by riot, dissipa- 
tion, intemperance, and folly, cannot beget 
respect; — and pity will be impeded in its 
way towards it, by indignation or con- 
tempt. 

" * I have never seen you since we stood 
together by your father's grave :*-^Nor does 
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it astonish me ; for I was your friend when 
you associated with virtue, and^ therefore, 
must be an abhorrent, because a reproach^ 
ful, object to one who is become the in- 
mate of vice. — You will not dare to tell 
me that you are happy, — for every feature 
in j'our pallid countenance assures me that 
you are wretched. — ^The porter at your 
gate is pampered into sleekness; — and I 
passed through an avenue of well-fed, 
smiling varlets, to find their master lolling 
on a couch, languid with the fatigues of 
pleasure, — feverish from the fumes of in- 
temperance, — and with a mind brooding 
over its discontents, because it has not a 
past reflection, or future hope, to feed it 
with solid satisfaction. — Riches can do 
something towards happiness; — but they 
cannot do all.— There is no market where 
honour, wisdom, virtue, or happiness ^lU 
be the immediate return to any gold that 
the treasuries of the world could offer. — 
Gold will purchase pleasure, for pleasure is 
an harlot that any wealthy fool may bribe 
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for the capricious enjoyment of the hour; 
— but happiness is above its single reach. 
Money will feed gluttony, — flatter pride, — 
indulge voluptuousness, — and gratify sen- 
sualify ; — but, unless it is an engine in the 
hands of wisdom, it will never produce any 
real joy. 

" * Does it never occur to yoii, as you 
proceed in your career of extravagance, 
that in a very few years you will have dis- 
sipated in folly, to say no worse, the noble 
fortune that was acquired by your father 
in the long course of an indefatigable life, 
which, whatever peculiarities he might 
possess, never deviated an instant from the 
most irreproachable integrity ? 

" ^ When you awake from your noon- 
tide slumbers, after a night passed in a 
gaming house, do you awake to comfort? 
— Does a correspondence with your grooms 
and stable keepers elevate \ our mind into 
a pleasant thought? — ^.When your Italian 
enamorata sends to demand the stated 
payments of her enormous allowance, while 
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you are* writing the draft on your teinker 
to satisfy her es^travagance, does your hjeart 
vibrate with any thing like a sensation of 
which you are not secretly ashamed?-^ 
When your friends^ as you call them, who 
frequent your hppse, ai^ enjoy the luxuries 
of your fortune, offer their eulogiums, — 
:will your reason^ if you consult it for a 
moment, suffer you to believe a sentence 
of. their purchased, treacherous praise ? — 
Vice and folly may be proud of the gay and 
gaudy picture of their wealth, while virtue, 
. passing along in inconvenience and penury, 
to the hut that is its home, will lopk with 
disdain on the gilded c$r that bears them 
to their bowers of delight. 

" ' You must,' continued the worthy 
man, ' I know that you must, feel the 
truth of this assertion ;-^for, in the un- 
guarded moments of confidential intem- 
perance, you have ypurself told the tale of 
triumphant virtue, by relating the recep- 
tion your proposals of marriage found 
from one of the most charming and ac- 



^otnjdtshed wonien in this kingdoiiK-^I 
have long known her family, — and it Is in 
my power to inform you, that if your cha« 
racier and conduct had continued to be 
what I r^nember it once was, — you would 
have been received with pleasure as the 
lover of Caroline C~— — , though yoa 
had possessed but a tenth part of your 
present fortune. 

" * I shall not trouble you with another 
visit.-*Ii^ however^ my admonitions should 
awaken you from the delirium of folly, — ^if 
you should wish to extricate yourself from 
the labyrinth^in which you are involved, — 
if you want the aid of a sincere friendship 
and faithful experience, to confirm your 
wavering resolutions, should you possess- 
them, to return to the home of virtue and 
honour^ which you have so blindly aban- 
doned, — you know where to find a friend. 
I have, spoken with the freedom that be- 
comes me ; I have done that which it was 
my duty to perform ; and I consider my- 
self as having exercised a right which be- 

VOL. IV. L 
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longs to me:— for know, Sir, if the un- 
happy influence which now governs you 
should continue till it has completed your 
ruin, — the repenting prodigal will find my 
doors open to him when every other shall 
be shut against him. — The son of my old 
and worthy friend shall never want the 
best consolations it may be In my power 
to afford him/ 

« As Sir W — — R uttered the 

last words, he wiped a tear from his eye, 
and casting a look of tenderness on Mr. 

B , who lay with his face buried in 

the cushion of a sofa, he silently withdrew. 
Indeed, so affected was the young man 
with what he had heard, that some. minutes 
had passed away before he discovered that "^ 
his visitor had left him. • 

" The lecture, hovvever, which he had 
received, did not pass away with the excel- 
lent man who delivered it. On the con- 
trary, it sunk deep into Mr. B --'s 

mind, — and though it was not followed by 
any immedi^e determination to obey the 



! 
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councils of it, he felt a most incumbent 
duty to give it, at least, a serious considera- 
tion. He, therefore, sent an immediate' 
excuse to a tavern party with whom he waar 
engaged to dine, — ordered a single cover 
to be laid in his library,— and gave positive 
orders to forbid thte intrusion of any visitor 
during the rest of the day. 

*^ There cannot be a better prognostic 
of success/' continued Asmodeus, " in 
affairs of this nature, than when a man 
dares to remain alone, and to enter into a 
quiet and serious examination of himself, 
and the circumstances that affect him, 
with no-other council than what he derives 
from the senate of his own bosom. It 
may, sometimes, even remove a threaten- 
ing difficulty, but it never fails, in some 
degree or other, to lessen it, when a. man 
has the courage to look the evil calmly 
in the face. 

«« Mr. B ' was so fortunate as to 

act under such a resolution ; and, in taking 
a review of tlie ditferetit drcumslances of 

»' -* 
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his lifei he did not suffer his sdf-k>ve, or 
an idle vanity, to pass ov^r any parts or 
eircuoistancesy because mortification or 
self-'fq^roach threatened the reflection on 
them. He investigated the whole with the 
spirit of an impartial judge ; neverthekss, 
I am rather disposed to think, that the 
severe sentence of to-day, might have been 
revoked by the relapse of to-morrow, if 
the lovely Caroline had not sat on the 
bench with him. That such a woman 
should reject and despise him^ with all his 
wealth and accomplishments, because he 
had abandoned a life of virtue, operated 
not only more powerfully than all the sage 
and authoritative reflections of his vene* 
rable friend, but, perhaps, operated alone 
to fix in his mind a determined resolution 
to regain it. 

** Though this was, by no means, a day 

of untroubled satisfaction, Mr. B . 

found a quietude of spirit, a refreshing kind 
of repose, and a sensation of comfort, 
which he had not lately experienced. In 
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short, he felt his mind so invigorated by 
these rare hours of undisturbed solitude 
that he determined to pass the evening in 
examining thj? immediate and existing state 
of his fortune and domestic arrangements. 
As the whole of that wealth which his 
father had left him was invested in the 
different public funds, he had only to dis- 
cover what was left of it, and he would 
immediately ascertain, with an unerring 
' precision, the sum total of what he had 
di^ipated; It did not require much titne . 
to inform himself that, during the eighteen 
itionths which had elapsed since the old 
man's death, he had contrived, in various 
foolish and friendly ways, to get rid of fifty 
tlibusand pounds. 

- 'SThis discovery, for it was s^uch to 
him, filled his mind with astonifehment and 
alarm ; and the very unpleasant reflections 
it produced, determined him to lose no 
time in applying to the advice and assist- 
ance of Sir W-T R— — — . It was too 

late to see him that evening ;, but, at aa 
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early hour of the next morning, he was at 
the bed-side of the friend of his childhood 
and his youth, — and who was now about 
to become the preserving ginardian of his 
riper years. 

'^ In this situation he did not hesitate to 
unfold the state and distress of his mind^ — 
to discover the real posture of his affairs,, 
•—to ask the counsels of friendship, — ^and 
to promise an unreserved submission to 
them. 

" * Your conduct, at this moment,* ap- 

Bwered Sir W R-^ , * is, to mej a 

most sufficient proof that your mind, 
though turned aside from its true bias, has 
received no matei'ial injury.' — It has been 
in a delirium, which a little absence. from 
the persons and circumstances that occa- 
sioned it, will dissipate, and its primitive 
virtue will be resumed- — I feel , this assur* 
ance with a degree of satisiaction I know 
not how to express y — the rest of the bu- 
siness is not worth an unpleasant thought. 
li the fifty thousand pounds which yoa 
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have dissipated in folly and extravagance^ 
ehould, in the end^ purchase you that expe- 
rience which will make your future. life 
honourable and happy, it has been most 
profitably expended. — Your remaining for- 
tune ismore than equal to a much higher 
degree of real splendour than you have 
hitherto displayed. — But the existing evil 
must be cut up by the roots ; — the whole 
of your present system must be completely 
extirpated; — and, to do that with effect^ 
you must determine^ without delay^ to quit 
the kingdom/ 

" ' Quit the kingdom !* exclaimed Mr. 
B - y with a look of surprise, and a 

lone of disappointments * I comprehend 
your feelings/ continued Sir W- 
R« ' — , ' but it must be so:-- -and be- 
lieve me, such a measure is not only the 
best, but, as it appears to the, the only one 
which you can adopt, to secure the object 
which you have most at heart — You must 
break the chain which connects }'ou with 
your present mode of life ; and if that is^ 
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as it ought to be, the first wish of your 
heart, you must remove yourself far away 
from the influence of those friends^ com- 
panions, or acquaintance, call them what 
you please, who forged it for you.— Retire 
quietly to some unfrequented town on the 
continent, — let your retreat be known to 
none but me,— entrust me with the settle- 
ment of your affairs, during your absence, 
— and, I trust, it will not be long beftwe I 
shall enjoy Ihe very great satisfaction of 
inviting you back, — not, indeed, to gam*- 
ing- tables, or race- horses, Or fashtoilable 
clubs, or opera Singers, — but to a silv)atk)n 
in which the paths of true honour wiU be 
open before you ;— and, if I find you re* 
solved to deserve it,.tp all the happiaess 
which Caroline C— ~ — i$ capable of be- 
stowing on you. — For, as the most ani* 
mating encouragement I can give, to 4 
solid reformation of your life, I shall de- 
clare to you, that I have not the least 
doubt of succeeding in an object so dear to 
yom* present wislxes, and so essential to 
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yoar future happiness, — ^if you will consent 
to, be guided and governed by me/ — 
* Then,* exclaimed Mr. B* > ^ order the 
chaise this instant, — tell me where I am to 
•go, — ^and while .the preparations for my 
immediate flight- are making, let the neces^ 
sary forms be executed which will give you, 
during my absence, the most unr^erved 
aod ample powers to act as your saving 
wisdom shall dictate, in every concern 
which I leave behind me r 

" Mr. B accordingly set out, in the 

evemng, for a small town in Norihandy, 
where it was agreed that he should fix a 
temporary residence ; — and, on the fellowi- 
kig day» his friead entered with the most 
active and effectual zeal on the business of 
reform.^ — ^Mr. B ■ ^ s servants, were all 
discharged, — his horses' consigned to the 
"^ hammer, — and his house, with dl its va* 
rious detail of splendour,, was traol^erred, 
by the same talismanic 4)ower ; but, above 
^Ul, the whole history of what bad passed 
was ^^ifiiUy and warnaly rq)re8ented to 

. 1-3 ■ ' ^ 
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Mrs. C and her daughter, by Sir 

W R ^ who was a distant and re- 
spected relation of their family. 

" In short," continued Asmodeus, ** so 
well was the whole plan of this business 
arranged iind conducted, that in less than 
twelve months after his suiden departure 

from London, Mr. B was returned 

to it « d'iffereiit being in sentiment, opi- 
n^» oonnections, and happiness ;— and 
was very soon after united to the most 
charming of her sex. 

** They, indeed, may be said to have 
been the happiest pair of human kind;— - 
and well did they deserve the prosperity 
which shone around them. — He command- 
ed the respect of all ranks of people, who 
knew, or had heard of him, from the day 
he became the happy husband of the b^t 
of women, to this awful moment, when he 
is about to join her spirit for ever. 

^^ Nor did her Ufe afford a less splencUd 
^xampl^of domestic and conjugal virtue. — 
They were blessed with a numerous pro^ 
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geny like themselves }— and the only mate^ 
rial interruption of their happiness, arose 
from the loss of three of tlieir little ones 
in one year ; — a circumstance which affect- 
ed them more, and continued to affect 
them longer than might have been expect* 
ed from persons of their understanding and 
religious dispositions ; more especially as 
seven children yet remained to grow up, in 
the possessit^n of every quality, both of 
body and mind^ which the most anxious 
and tender parents could wish to adorn 
their offspring. 

" It is about five years since Mrs. B 
quitted the world. — She had been to Paris, 

with Mr, B to meet their two elder 

sons, oa their return from Italy; and k 
very violent storm which overtook their 
vessel between Calais and Dover, had 
wrought her alarms to such an height, 
that an illness ensued, and terminated in 
the grave. — Mr. B-^ — bore this larnent- 
able loss with resignation;— but in spite 
of bis endeavours to struggle with exist- 
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ence, it has slowly, and secretly undermined 
his health, — which, till that event, had 
known no interruption, — and most certainly 
hastened the affecting period whidi is now 
the object of your attention. 

" The very superior gratification,'^ con- 
tinued Asmodeus, *^ which your virtuous 
mind, — I well know, — must have received 
from this interesting history, has repaid 
me for the mortification which^ I am ready 
to acknowledge, my diabolic nature has ex^ 
perienced, in the task of lielating it.** 

" Your candour," replied Don Cleofas^ 
^* is equal to your friendship ; — Baad I hope 
you will continue the exercise of it by a 
Confession, that th^e ai^e diaracters scat- 
tered about this wicked worid> who are 
^bove your reach, or superior to );^r in* 
fluence." 

•^ To sooth your triumph,'* nepKed the 
Demon, ^ I will fredy acknowledge fhat 
there are; — but to keep it within dne 
iKMinds, I must inform you, that the natnes 
of them would not form a very mimeroua' 



/ 



calendar. The influence of female charms, 
when exerted under the guidance of supe* 
rior virtue, tends more to the advancement 
of excellence among men, than any other 
huni2Hi nicentive. — It is evident, from daily 
experience, that the manners of the 
Jtronger sex receive their polish from the 
oomaoon intercourse of female society :— 
It oannot, therefore, but foUoiv, that the 
imndship, affection, and love of women dT 
aoperbr character and accomprishments, 
must have the same efiect upon the minds 
of men, and proportionably improve and 
adorn them. The seducing powers of the 
lovely sex, as they are directed and employed, 
shape men into the worst or best of beings» 
The latter is in the example before us.-^ 
His last accents have borne their testimony 
to it ; — they were as I shaU repeat them to 
you.** - 

Don Cleofas assured his Hisfeructor that 
«v^y attentive £iculty he possessed would 
be rivetted to the wqael of his rdation ;-^ 
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and Asmodeus immediately continued it In 
the words of the dyirtg man. 
" * My l)eIoved children, 

*' * Among the many unmerited blessings 
with which it has pleased a gracious Pro- 
vidence to favour me, during the course of 
my life, — there have been none for which 
I feel mj^f n\ore sincerely disposed to be 
thankful, than for the power I possess of 
declaring to you the sentiments of my 
mind, and of pouring forth the affections 
of my heart, now that I am come to the 
close of it. — The physicians, in obedience 
to my request, have this morning informed 
me that I have, at most, but a very few 
days to live: — If, therefore, 1 neglect to 
perform my last duty to-day, I may riot be 
in a condition, either of body or mind^ to 
peribrm it to morrow. 

" * Your tears, my dear children, do not 
distress me ;-^th6y ' are the natural *tri- 
butes of that filial affection which you owQ 
to a parent, who, ' from the moment of 
your birth, has ever considered your happi- 
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ness as the first object and care of his life. 
— If they are, 'as I trust, the tears of 
grateful tenderness, you ma^, without re- 
proach, indulge the piety of your sorrows, 
at a moment the most affecting to human 
nature. — I can^ indeed, say, with the most 
delightful assurance, that you need not 
weep for me ;— ^for I have passed the bil- 
lows of the world, and am entering the 
haven of peace. — And if you feel, as I hope 
' you do, a firm-rooted love of virtue within 
you, it will be needless also to weep for 
yourselves ;— your lives will answer the. 
purpose for which they were given, — and 
the end of them must be happy. — But if 
nature forces her waters upon your cheek, 
reason and religion will,— I trust,~soon 
wipe them off for ever. 

« « I leave you in the possession of all 
thje blessings of life ;«— but they will not 
secure your happiness, unless true wisdom 
influences your application of them.-^ 
Wealth and station are surrounded with 
dangers, to which inferior life is less fre* 
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quently expo8ed.**-Tbe power to gratify 
every passion of inan*s deceitAil lieart, too 
c^n proves the greatest carse that can 
befiil the vaanting possessors of it — Amfat* 
^tion, pride, vaaity, and pleasure, are always 
ei^aged in seducing those who enjoy the 
means of gratifying them ; — and, if the 
avenues of the heart ate not continually 
and carefully guarded by the watchfill cen^ 
tinds of honour and conscience, it is aW 
most impoissible fdr the credulous, con* 
fiding experience of early year^ to prfr* 
vent their insidbus and unsusfieoted ap>- 
proaches. 

<^ * There was a period^— fortunatdy in* 
deed for rae it was hut a short period of my 
ife, — when I was the slave of the most 
dangerous passions ;-— and I was in the 
high career of ruin and destrudtion,-— when 
the commanding virtues of your angdie 
mother charmed me from the fttai shorea 
on which I was hastenii^ to be shipwredced 
for iever. I was bliml, and she opened my 
eyes; — I was W€ak> ami she gave m^ 
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Strength ; — I was kntn^sed in vice, and she 
called me back to virtue $ — I was giiilty^^ 
and she restored me to innocence ; — I was 
a wretch, and she made me happy. — She 
was my honour,— my crown, — my comfort 
throiigh life,— and I look op to her as my 
salvation, at this moment, when I am at 
the dose of it, — My union with her, I 
hare ever considered, with the most 
abundant gratitude, as the gracious dispeti^^ 
aalkin of heaven's mercy to me ;~<ind I 
wish to ianpress this invaluable blessing 
bestowed on your father, id the temem* 
brance of you all ; — and my last breath 
will expire in grateful praise to the giver of 
aU. good, for the inestimable possessioa 
of it 

*^ * You are young, — in the full enjoj^ 
ment of health, --and have the fair pro- 
4i^ise of many years yet to come ; — but, 
ren)ember that what I am to-day, you may. 
be to-morrow ; — And though it be your 
^lotments to have your lives prolonged 
beyond the common date of man, you 
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must at length arrive at this hour; — ^and 
may year»of virtue and honour conduct 
you to it. 

*'* The world is full of snares and 
^ temptations ; — they ke in every path, and 
assume every form. — The road to destruc- 
tion is often strewed with roses, — ^and 
pointed flints are seen to pave the way to 
honour. — Vice will assume the ambiance 
of virtue ; — and falsehood, by a thousand 
seducing blandishments, deceive the incau* 
tious heart to receive it as truth.— To 
avoid these dangers, and to guard against 
jbhese deceptions, begin by habituating 
yourselves to the difficult and mortifying 
task of suspecting yourselves. — At your 
early period of life, your most important 
Inisiness is to check the impulse of inclina- 
tion, and to pause, before you indulge it.-— 
In the same proportion as objects^ what« 
ever they may be, solicit your enjoyment, 
consider well the consequences of enjoying 
them, — Whatever does not bear the most 
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determined form of good, ocamine as an 
evil. 

" * This IS a world, my children, in 
which precaution is not only a very neces- 
sary, but a very principal duty. You can- 
not suppose, for an instant, that I can offer 
to your practice, the low, base, and degrad- 
ing suspicion of little minds ; for there are 
circumstances and situations, where to 
doubt is more dishonourable than to be 
deceived ; but it is a caution by no means 
inconsistent with the most liberal character^ 
which I recommend to your adoption. 
You must doubt of others with candour,— « 
and it is yourselves alone towards whom I 
urge the utmost rigour of suspicion.-— It 
is necessary for the honour and happiness 
of your lives, that there should be those, 
and I tfust you will find many of them, 
of whom suspidon would be a crime. 
Would it not be criminal in you, my chil^ 
dren, to suspect each other? — And I pray 
— most devoutly pray — as I know, by ex- 
perience, the blessings of it, — that the 
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connexions which you will form hereafter^ 
may* be so wisely chosen, as greatly to en- 
large the boundaries of your confidence. 

*^' Inhere is no virtue which adorns and 
elevates our nature, but is, more or less, 
connected with some vice which defaces 
and degrades it ; and it is a principal cause 
of human misfortune, that, from the want 
of due consideration, the one is so often 
taken for the other,-— Courage and rash- 
ness, — generosity and profusion, — economy 
and avarice,— humility and slavishness,— 
prudence and meanne8s,-~p!ety and entbu* 
siasm, are, among others, the virtues and 
Tices of the. sarn^ qualities, as they are 
practised or enjoyed under the influence of 
wisdom or pf folly.— Fx)r as all virtue con* 
gists in the love and practice of justice, so 
all vice proceeds from excess, and the spirit 
pf moderation will, of course, secure you 
from it. . ^ 

" ' Believe me, we were not sent into 
this world to make life one continual scene 
of prohibition and self-deiiial. — ^The good 
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Being that made us, allows the enjoyment 
of every pleasure, — and there is plenty of 
therh, — which does not tend to the injury 
of others and of ourselves. The right 
accomplishment of noble objects, — the ful- 
filling every duty of our station, — the im- 
provement of our intellectual faculties by 
the aids of art and science, — the invigora- 
ting employments that relax from more 
serious attentions, and promote health of 
body and cheerfulness of mind, — the exer- 
cise of the relative and social virtues,-— 
and the practice of piety and religion : — 
Surely these are real pleasures — they oc- 
cupy the mind, — they elevate the heart,— 
and remorse and repentance follow not in 
their train. — It may, perhaps, prove diffi- 
cult for you always to distinguish the pre- 
cise point where the .virtue ends and the 
vice begins j: but a moderate and cautious 
conduct will always lessen the danger of 
being deceived ; and if, at any time," error 
should prevail in the choice, the experi- 
ence of a virtuous mind will prove its 
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future protector against similar decep- 
tions. * 

" * At the same time, my childrefi, I 
cannot flatter you with the hopes, that life 
can, because it ought not to be passed 
without affliction-; or that the most con- 
summate virtue will not meet with trials 
and difficulties. Nay, without them, there 
would be no virtue :— it is the manful con- 
test with pur infirmities and sorrows, which 
gives it its nature and its name; and it is 
the victory over them which ensures its 
reward on earth and in heaven. But, in 
the hour of extreme difficulty and danger, 
if such an hour should come to any of 
you, when your best powers seem to give 
way, and your trembling virtue shrinjcs 
from the conflict, — -I need not surely direct 
yoU' ta that sure and saving aid which is 
promised to those who ask'it. 

*^ ' My children, — continue to love one 
another. — Be each other's joy, comfort, 
and protection. If any of you should be 
in danger from the enemies of virtue, let 
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the rest form a surrounding phalanx to 
preserve them; — if any should sink be- 
neath the predominating influence of a 
corrupt world, let not those of you who 
remain in strength, forsake them in their 
weakness. There is no situation of mis- 
fbrtune, or even of crime, that can quench 
your fraternal love for each other. 

-*< < My sons, remember and imitate the 
virtues possessed by your father; — my 
daughters^ imitate all that you remember^ 
or have heard, of your mother. If her 
sainted spirit is permitted to behold this 
hour, she Will delight in it ; and may her 
celestial virtues shed their sanctification 
upon it. My soul pants to rejoin her. — I 
have only strength to repeat once more my 
blessing to you, and to accompany it with 
my dying prayer to heaven, that it may rest 
up6n you for ever.' 

*^ Such were the last words of this ex- 
cellent man ; and, as he uttered them, he 
sunk down into the arms of death. His 
children, rivetted by their affliction to the 
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scene, still surround the bed in all the 
spcred devotion of filial sorrow/' 

" This !'* e&claicned Don Cleoiks, while 
the tears started from bis eyes, — " This is 
a spectacle worthy the conteoii^ation of a 
God !"~'^ But not of a Devil;* said As- 
modeus; " and, therefore^ we will now, if 
you please, direct ypur attentions to another 
quarts. — I have been engaged fcfr some 
ti^e, I think, in gratifying your fine feel- 
ings; and now your Ix>r(lship will be so 
so good as to let H)e take, an opportunity 
to gratify mine. And, as it very fortu- 
nately happens, the means, I perceive, are 
at hand. 

You will, therefore,'' continued he, 

be so obliging as to direct your watery 
eyes to the upper tpirtment of a very 
handsome house in the street to the left of 
us, where an elderly gentleman, in a crifti- 
son night-igown, is seated in an arm-chair, 
by his bed'Side, with a table before him, at 
which a man in black is bu§ily employed 
in writing. The one is a sick man, wh® 
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has not many days to live ; and the other 
is a lawyer, who is, at this moment^ en^- . 
gaged in as unpleasant a ceremony as can 
possibly happen to a very wealthy, money- . 
lending, and money- getting personage,—^ 
that of making his last will and testament* 

" This unfortunate person, for he is 
going to leave all his riches behind him, is . 
among those ingenious people, whose in- 
dustry has advanced them in the world 
from very small beginnings to great opu- 
lence. He was the fruit of the tender 
loves of a driver of a^sand cart. and a cin- 
der-wench, and, having obtained the educa- 
tion of a charity school, he was so fortu- 
nate as to be taken into the service of a ' 
most worthy member of the synagogue; 
who,, under the appearance qf a very sjnall 
pawnbroker's shop, kept a very large recep- 
tacle for stolen goods. There he was, at a 
very early agCf instructed in the knowledge 
of those petty arts of fraud, rapine, and 
extortion, which he has himself enlarged, 

and turned to so good an account, in the 
vox*. IV* M 
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more advanced part of his life, as to enable 
him to die worth an hundred thousaad 
pounds, after having lived, for upwards of 
thirty years^ in afBuence and luxury. 

*' He is one of the tribe of money-lend- 
ers, — a most useful and honourable body 
of men, dnd who are held in the highest 
estimation by our confraternity, of whose 
interests they are very thriving and consci* . 
entious promoters : indeed, they are con- 
sidered to be of so much importance by 
our infernal Divan, as to have a particular 
Spirit appointed to watch over their con- 
cerns, and forward their conspiracies. 

*^ Consider, my dear friend," continued 
the Demon, *' how very precious any so- 
ciety of men must be to us, in whom a 
destitution of all principle, honour, senti* 
ment, and feeling, is essential to the per- 
fection of their character.— — Sight is not 
more necessary to a painter, or hearing to 
a singer, — than obduracy of heart and dis- 
regard of reputation to a money-lender.—- 
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Their market is in scenes of misery and 
distress, — of fdly, and of ruin : — Their 
prosperity arises alone from the vicious, 
the profligate, and the abandoned .--—Their 
harpy appetites are ever ready to devour, 
wrthout pity or remorse, the portion of the 
ii^idow and the fatherless. — No tears^ can 
melt — no entreaties soften them. — A sa- 
vage self-interest guards the den of their 
rugged minds from the intrusion of any 
human virtue. — But I shall not enter, at 
present, into a particular description of 
this class of people, as some curious indi- 
viduals of it will, hereafter, present them- 
selves to our examination, in the various 
etigagemenits of their profession. 
* " The good man before us, has, for some 
time, possessed the very comfortable assu- 
rance, that his abode in this world will not 
be of very long duration : as well as the 
still more exhilarating reflection, that his 
accounts are not quite satisfactorily settled 
for the next. He, therefore, with his 

usuaj prudence and precaution, sent for a 

M 2 
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dergyman in his neighbourhoods a man of 
ihe most exemplary piety i in order to con*. 
Suit with him on the means of arranging' 
this important business in such a manner 
as to quiet, if possible, some unpleasant 
' apprehensions that harass and alarm hira. 
*' This amiable divine, having lived in a 
very contracted sphere, and given up alt 
his time and attention to the duties of his 
office, had left the worlfl very much to it- 
self ;— and while he offered his daily pray- 
ers to Heaven to make it better, had no 
idea, till this visit, that it was worse than 
be believed it. — He was, therefore, so 

• 

iistonished and disrnayed at hearing the 
catalogue of offences which hi$ penitent 
acknowledged to be the torments of his^ 
conscience, that it was with great difficulty- 
he could, in any degree, calm his mind to 
discharge the duty before him. These, 
however, were among the best actions of 
this. repentant sinner ; for had he unfolded 
a very few examples of those ruinous and 
deep-laid lEutific^^ which he thought pro*- 
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•per, for very good reasons, to keep to him- 
self, the poor, honest clergyman would 
have been deprived, for that day, at least, 
of all powers to proceed in the pious work 
of spiritual consolation. 

" As it was, some little time was neces- 
sary to recover the tranquillity of spirit 
which was requisite to his prtesent functions; 
— He then informed the sick man, that, as 
the offences which lay heavy upon his 
mind, appeared to consist almost entirtly of 
frauds, respecting money transactions, it 
would-be absolutely necessary for him to 
make ample restitution to those whom he 
had defrauded : or, if they should be dead, 
to their heirs or representatives, whoever, 
or wherever, they might be ; and that, un- 
less he accompanied his repentance with 
such an act of justice, which could alone 
prove the sincerity of his contrition,— he 
would greatly deceive himself, if he in- 
dulged any expectation of forgveness at 
that tribunal before which he was hastening 
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to appear, — and where no wealth could 
bribe, or artifice deceive, the Judge of it. 

" Such doctrine must be allowed to be 
strictly orthodox, and in perfect conformity 
with the duty of his office, and the character 
who pronounced it ; — but the idea of tcs- 
titution, was unfortunately that, of all 
others, which must be most repiignatit to 
Ihe mind of a money-lender. 

*' Restitution^ was that peculiar word in 
the copious vocabulary of the English lan- 
guage, which he had never been abte to 
pronounce himself, and could never hear 
pronounced by any other, without cursing 
the tongue that gave it articulation. He, 
therefore, without making any reply, has- 
tily -rang the bell, and, after wishing the 
doctor a good morning, drew the cur^ 
tains of his bed where he lay, and left the 
servant to condUct his spiritual visitor out 
of the house. 

" Tl>ough the proposal of restitution^ 
irritated and engrossed his mind for some 
time, it could not make him forget that he 
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\¥as in a dying condition, and that some- 
thing must be done, if possible, to calm 
the returning disquietitdes of his spirit.-^ 
He accordingly sent for another reverend 
gentleman, who was one of his coffee- 
house acquaintance, and kn^w the world 
and human nature too well to think, in 
any circumstances of life or death) of pro- 
posing restitution to an usurer. — He, there- 
*fore, when the sick man hinted at the pec- 
cadillos which troubled his conscience, 
recommended him, as he had no family, or 
♦near relations, to leave his fortune to the 
purposes of charity, and to render his name 
tiot only honourable but immortal, from 
ikte splendour of some foundation ; which, 
fey forming a current of benevolence that 
might run for ages, would do away, in the 
eye of Heaven, any sin which had been 
committed in acquiring the wealth that 
was to be the fountain of it. 

** This doctrine, though not quite so 
consonant to theological principles as that 
which he had already heard, was much 
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better suited to the weakness and vanity of 
the usurer*s mind. It was, in truth, most 
admirably adapted to bis situation ; and to 
promote that self-deception which could 
alone produce any consolation to his mind. 
He, therefore, did not hesitate an instant 
to express his most cordial disposition to 
i^alize it ; and if his reverence had been 
governed by no other views but the ease of 
the poor man s mind, and the advancement 
of christian charity, the will would have 
been made without delay, and the inten- 
tion of it been very shortly put in execu- 
tion.-^But with his benevolent dispositions 
for others, some little prospects of interest 
occurred to himself; and when the sick 
man urged his immediate advice as to the 
particular mode in which he should arrange 
the disposition of his fortune, so as to an- 
swer, in the be^ possible manner, the pro^ 
posed object of it, — ^the pious father con- 
fessor thought that a business of so much 
importance should not be done in an hurry. 
As he p^ceived that the penitent wan 



not in danger of immediate dissolution, he 
begged his permission Xo defer the conclu- 
sion of the matter before them till the fol- 
lowing-morning; when he undertook to 
produce a plan fcH* his approbation, the 
e^cecution of which would place the name 
of the poor flattered usurer in the first 
dass of charitable founders^ of this or afiy 
X>ther country. He promised that the 
vrhole should be so completely arranged and 
dieted, as to be inseiled in his will without 
any trouble bpt that of transcribing it 

"The reverend counsellor accordingly 
returned homej-^sent hastily for his bro- 
ther, who is a proctor in the civil law 
courts, to assist him ; and they soon con- 
trived the plan of a charitable institution, 
the establishment of which was to be left 
to his superintendence ; and when estab-' 
lished, to his direction, with certain stipends 
and advantages to be derived from both 
those sttualtons ; so that, as he obiserved at 
the time, if the will were but m^de> and 

m3 
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the testator dead, be would not change his 
prospects for any thing short of a mitre* 

^' In the mean time> the old gentleman 
had desired his attorney to meet the spiri«- 
tual director the following morning, in or- 
der that he might complete the instrument, 
which would purchase the pardon of Hea*- 
ven for all his iniquities, by giving the 
whole of his great fortune, at his death, to 
a certain class of people called the poor; 
to one of whom this wretched man had 
never given a farthing during the whole 
course of his life. 

^' It mil hiere, however, be necessary to 
inform you, . that his pie^res were 
not entirely confined to the getting of 
money. — ^He enjoyed hisiuxttiiiQsalso^--<-and 
among them^ he supported a very beaiotifiil * 
womau^ in the best style of eiegant li^-t- 
and to whom, in the hours of bk-doating 
tenderness, he had promised to bequesith 
the wealth he shouM tea^ belHiid liim.~^ 
She has, thes'efore^ been for some time 
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diredttng all her thoughts, and empToymg 
atl her artSj to such an important interest. 

*^ In the late visits she paid to her fiiend, 
she found his situation to be such as would 
by no me&ns justify the risk of recalling 
his former and reitei-ated promises to his 
rismelnbratvce. She, therefore, determined 
to let her carefsses and endearments wear 
no oth^ appearance than their usual gufse 
of tender affection ; and wait till some 
favourable opportunity offered, which had 
riot yet (Occurred, or till her better genius 
suggested the means of commailding suc- 

•* lYi thil ^ttiergendy, she conceived and 
practised a nMinoeuvre that seemed to be 
the offspring of such a suggestion. This 
v<^s no less than lo send for the confiden- 
tistl (ittori^y of her protector ; and, having 
britcd him to oommtmicate what he knev^ 
of the business, she rnadeaprb^saH which 
WJW iMtantly realized into An 6ngagetnent, 
to accoiftpany him to the altar, iri case her 
name should be* inserted as the principal 
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iegatee, in the last will and testaffient 
he was about to settle for thdr commoti 
friend. 

" The next morning, therefore, when 
all the parties were assembled to execute 
this important business, the reverend and 
spiritual ccnsellor read to the testator the 
pJan he had formed for the pious and cha«- 
ritable foundation ; which, after the pay- 
ment of his debts, that were very small^ 
and \As funeral expenses, that would not be 
very great, was to employ th^ whole of his 
ample fortune.*— This part of the ceremony 
|)eing performed with' the most becoming 
solemnity, the sick man taking his pious 
friend by the hand, expressed his dbliga- 
tions to him, again and again, for the red 
comfort he had administered, and the wise 
counsel he had afforded to him ; and, in a 
tone of impatience, desired the attorney to 
*« transcribe the whole without delay, in all 
the necessary forma ; as he was very anxious 
to pc^orm this last, and, to use his own . 
expression, this best act (^ his hk> — that 



he might have no further interruption in 
contemplating^ the better state, to whiob 
he hoped such an employment of his for- - 
tune would secure him aifinal admission. 

" The lawyer, however, who, among 
other wise maxims, hdd adopted the prin- 
dple, that ' charity begins at home/ — and 
preferred, as many other excellent men of 
his profession ace known to do, his owq 
temporal interests to the eternal happiness 
of all mankind,*-*perceived, with no com-^ 
mon ccHicem, that the plan arranged be- 
tween the Jady and himself would be to- 
tally destroyed, if this last will and testa- 
ment should be executed according to his pre- 
sent instructions. — As it was not, however, 
in the line of his profession to make any ob- 
jection to the noatter of the bequest, he 
availed himself of the privilege he might 
be allowed to possess, of gaining at least a 
Iktle^ time, by striking boldly at the man- 
ner of it He, therefore, as an act of pro- 
fessional duty, represented the absolute 
necessity there was to guard the disposition 



/ 
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of 80 large a fortune against ^hy possibw 
bility of future objection, — hinted at the 
opposition which the Court of Chancery 
always makes to perpetuities of every kind, 
-r-muttered some incoherent, unintelligble 
expressions relative to the Statute of Mort« 
main, and concluded with his solemn opi<* 
nion, that some eminent counsel should 
be consulted on the impoDtant occasion. 

^* The sick man, who, in every part of 
his life, had been accustomed to tlfie tricks 
and chicanery of lawyers, expressed the 
most anxious wish that this last act of it 
should set them at defiance* He^ there- 
fore, not only gave his immediate assent 
to the proposal, but declared bis c^ligations 

to the attorney for having suggested it. 

The worthy clergyman alsp, who cofusidered 
himself as deeply interei^ted in the legal 
forms of this testamentary anrangement, 
was equally desirous that it should be 
placed beyond the reach of future litiga- 
tion ; and, therefore, enforced the prc^io- 
skion to subddit the form of the will t0 
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tbe examination and correctioa o# the 
iQOfit eminent {practitioners in Xke coavey* 
anciQg branch of law practices but at the 
same time, very considerately recommended 
all possible dispatch, that the mind of his- 
friend might not be disturbed, or his pious 
contemplations interrupted, by any unne- 
cessary attention to the concerns of the 
world. 

" It may, perhaps, continued the De- 
nton, ^^ be proper to inform you, as a mat- 
ter of same little curiosity, that the word 
di^aieky in the vocabulary of a lawyer, 
hasi, by no means, the Same acceptation 
which is amaexed to it in the general die-* 
tioaary of mankind ; and, in this particular 
instance^ there were some very pqv^rful 
reasons, — of which, though you are made 
accfuaifited with them, the principal parties 
were c&tirely ignorant, — that tended, to 
confirm the professional deSnition of it— 
Tlie attorney, therefore, left the company 
in .great appajont haste;*— but, instead of 
going to lay the will in question b<^ore any 
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eminent personage of the hw, he pro* 
ceeded, by way of dispatching the business, 
to astonish h is fair copartner with the very 
unexpected aocount of what had happened^ 
and to have a. little petticoat consultation 
with her oi> the measures which must be 
immediately taken to forward their mutual 
projects. 

^' In this dilemma, it was determined by 
these two worthy peofie, that a will- should 
be formed to favour her pretensions, — and 
that he should contrive to get it execiited 
by the dying man, during the absence of 
the rascal of a clergyman^ in a firm belief 
that it was the charitable testament to 
which he had already consented. — It is on 
this very business that you have now the 
pleasure of seeing them , together. 

'' But thehabitsoflife are frequently seen 
to attend poor mortals to their' end ; and 
though this worldly-wise man cared^not how 
many people signed the papers he presented 
to them^ without examination, it l)ad ever 
been a favourite article of liis religion^.nev^ 
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to write his own name, be the occasion what 
it might, without a most minjite attention 
to all possible consequences of his signa* 
ture. — When, therefore, the will, which h$ 
had directed to be prepared, was read over 
to him, and the attorney was in the act of 
placing the instrument of his own prepar* 
ing for execution, — the sick man, very 
unexpectedly, called for his spectacles, and 
declared his intention of taking a cursory 
view of the parchment himself This cir* 
cumstance, as niay be well supposed, baf* 
fled this cunning project, at the moment 
when success seemed on the point of 
crowning it. But the lawyer, under pre- 
tence of some mistake in copying the 
original draft, has contrived to delay th6 
final completion of the business till 4o^ 
morrow, in order to renew his attempt, as 
he hopes, with better fortune. 

" The clergyman is waiting at home, io 
a painful state of impatiet^ce, to receive the 
expected invitation to attend on the ioapor-* 
(ant business which he has so cunnin^y 
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contrived; and is cursing the lawyer^ 
most cano^ically, for their unseason- 
ably dday: — Bat the whole will be 
shortly settled, in a manner very di^rent, 
indeed, from the expectations, and in direct 
opposition to tlie wishes, of all the parties 
concerned in it; — for that grim convey- 
ancer, called Death, will, this very evenings 
Bxecute a deed that precludes every other. 
In short, the will has been so long de* 
fcrred, that the ftioney-Iendcr will die in- 
testate ; and his wealth, instead of pam^ 
pering the trustees of an useless charity, or 
devating a prostitute to be the wife of an 
attorney, will descend to a nepiiew, a very 
worthy man, whom he woald never see or 
acknowledge, who has long been a derk in 
the aocotBpting-houBe of a merdaant at- 
Rotterdam, and not only enjoys the con- 
fidence of his eajpjoyers, but the esteem 
of all who know: him.'* 

*' This," said Don Cleofas, " is a very 
pleasant, though I fear rather a rare, ex- 
«ample of things taking their ^right coc^Ci 
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in Spite of the church and the law.— -But 
do, I beg of you, satisfy my curiosity as to 
the manner in which the disappointed par- 
ties will console themselves. 
' ^^ As for the lady/- ianswered the Be-* 
mon, ^^ she will find some comfort in a 
large pocket*book of bank-notes^^which^ 
being afone with her gallant when he was 
seized with the fit that preceded his hist 
illness^— she contrived, withodt much dif- 
ficulty, to transfer from his pocket to li^r 
own ; and, in the allQrm for his eternal con* 
cems which succeeded, he had totally for- 
got this pretty little packet of temporal 
interests. The parson and the attorney 
have agreed to join in securing the favour- 
of the heir-at-law, by persuading him that 
he is indebted to them for his fortune, by 
delaying the execution of a will, which 
would have conveyed it from him. As 
such an assertion is founded in fact, and 
as they will only relate just so much of 
the matter as will. serve their pnn ose, it is 
not impossible but they may have more 
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success with the nephew than they had 
with the uncle.*' 

^^ But, if I mistake not/' said the County 
•* there is, in the very next house, another 
scene of a last will and testament ; — for I 
see a chamber half full of people, and a 
sidi person in bed dictating to a young man 
who is writing at a table beside it.'* 

** It is even so,*' answered Asmodeus ; 
^' but this history is so different from the 
last, that you will scarce know how to cre- 
dit such dissimilitude, in two transactions 
of a similar nature. — ^This poor, worthy, 
old-fashioned gentleman is surrounded by 
a tribe of children and grand- children ; — 
his dying chamber has no visitor from the 
church or the law;— and so far'is he from 
fearing death, or considering it as a subject 
of alarm, that he looks upon it merely as 
a journey, - the manner of which he 
chuses to order himself. — He is accord- 
, ingly, at this moment, employed in arrang- 
ing the ceremonials of his funeral, with a^ 
mnch care and attention as if it were some 
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particular festival of pleasure. — The per- 
sons he wishes to be invited to attend him 
to his grave^ — the different stations tliey 
are to hold on the occasion, — the decora-, 
tions of his hearse, — the inscription on his. 
coffin, — the sculpture on his tomb, — the 
number of mourning-rings, scarfs, glovAs, 
and hat-bands, which are to be distributed, 
— the quantity of baked meats which are 
to furnish out the funeral banquet, are all 
minutely dictated to one of his grandsons, 
who is writing them down beside him,— 
When he has mentioned all the various 
circumstances which he is anxious should 
constitute the ceremonial that is to form* 
the convoy of his remains to their last 
home, he will charge his family, in the 
most sQlemn manner, to see all these, his 
last injunctions, faithfully fulfilled ;— and 
when he has received their united promises 
to obey his command, — he will consider 
th0 kst duties of his life to be fully dis- 
charged, — and die in peace/' 

** This,*' exclaimed Don Cleofas, *' is ^ 
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most extraordinary scene indeed; — and' 
though by no means so intere^ng, if you 
will permit we to use the expres^on, as 
that which preceded it, — it fills me with 
an equal, if not a supericx* degree o£ asto- 
nishment.'' ' 

** The last scene of life/' observed the* 
Demon, ** like the scenes in every part of 
it, supplies us with examples of human* 
weakness and caprice, as well as of human 
strength and wisdom.-^ And as a curious^ 
instance of the former, be so obliging as 
to direct your most earnest attentions to 
the room over the shop to the right of 
us, where you will see another dying man, 
who is quitting life in a very different way 
from any you have yet seen, or will, pro- 
bably, ever see again, though you were to 
attain a patriarchal longevity."* 

*^ It would, most assuredly, be the 
height of impertinence in me," replied the 
Cbunt, '* to make the least hesitation in 
giving credit to you, whose facukies can 
pervade all exterior appearances, and per- 
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ceive what is passing behind them : but, to 
my mind, I never saw, in my Ufe, any thing. 
Ie3S like a scene of death, than the cham* 
ber to which your Worship has been^pleas- 
ed particularly to direct my attention. All 
that I see, is a little, old man, eating his 
dinner and drinking his wine as if he were 
beginning iife^ instead of concluding it; 
while his company possess an appearance 
of jollity and merriment, as if they 
were laughing with the gossips at a chris- 
tening, instead of preparing for the solem-^ 
nities of a funeral.— ^-Perhaps this pleasant 
society may be of the same opinion which 
history relates of the Thracians, — who 
were said to have had the custom among 
them of weeping over the cradle, and re-* 
joicing beside the grave." 

** t will excuse - your introducing the 
Thracians/' answered the Demon, ** on the 
occasion; but, notwithstanding all that 
living scene which you behold, the good 
man, whom you see eating \Vfth such an 
hearty apjpetite, and to whose tons mots we 
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are indebted for those successive peals of 
laughter which reach us in our elevated 
situation, has, I assure you, a very short 
time to live. 

" He has been very seriously informed 
by his physicians, whom he consulted for a 
dropsy, with which he has been for some 
time afflicted,— 'that if he continued his usual 
.course of good living, his life would be of 
very .short dura,tion ; — that he must submit 
to regimen, or submit to die. — As he gave 
the doctors their fees, he told them, smil- 
ing, * that he should take the chance of 
the die, — and would, therefore, dispense 
with any more of their attendance/ He 
is a very pleasant fellow, and has long been 
a^ convert to the Epicurean notion, that life 
without its pleasures, is not worth having. 
He is, therefore, determined to continne 
that convivial intemperance which forms all 
his satisfaction, and take the chance of the 
consequences that rnay follow, 

" But tht^ is not all ; — this gentleman 
has been through life a very celebrated 



punster ; and an excellence in the ready, 
whimsical application of equivocal expresr 
aion, feeds his vanity to the moment he is 
about to quit it. — For, incredible as it may 
appear^ the fact is, that no sooner had the 
faculty pronounced sentence of death upon 
him, than he immediately left a lodging 
where he had lived, to his liking, for many 
years, and has taken up his abode at a 
shoemaker^ for no other reason whatever, 
but to die, as it were, in acting, when he 
can no longer speak, a pun. — He has, ac- 
cordingly, informed his friends of his situ- 
ation, earnestly requesting they will not 
delay to come and see him, — and expresses 
his hopes that they v/ill find him merry at 
the LasJ.*' 

^* When you first proposed the course of 
this day's observations,'* said Don Cleofas, 
^^ I felt a secret repugnance at the solemn 
progress you had been pleased to mark out 
for me ; but I perceive, that though Death 
never varies his horrid shape, and bears 
every class of mankind to the same un- 

VOL. IV. N 
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changeable period, Irfe dances on in all its 
various forms, till the equalising power 
clothes them in the same garb^ and gives 
them the same complexion. 

** Though the circumstance which at- 
tracts my notice," continued the Count, 
" may not be immediately connected with 
our present occupation, it may afford a lit- 
tle relaxation from the gravity of it, if you 
will be so kind as to inform me concerning 
the signification of that armorial embla- 
zonment, which several workmen are em- 
ployed in fixing to the front of a white 
house, at no great distance from the apart- 
ment of the dying punster. It is, I pre- 
sume, a mark of public distinction, grant- 
ed for some public service performed by 
the inhabitant of the building on which it 
is placed." 

• " It is a very proper subject of your at- 
tention," answered the Devil upon Two 
Sticks; " for it has nothing to do with 
life ;_on the contrary, it is a memorial 
of death, and informs the passenger that 
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the mistress of the mansion has quitted it 
for ever. 

" She was 'a pleasant, tender-hearted 
woman, and has fallen a sacrifice to the de- 
licate sensibilities of her character. — Yea 
will, I am sure, pity her fate, when I in- 
form you, that she actually died from vex- 
ation and disappointment, because her hus- 
band sold an elegant villa which had injured 
his fortune in building, and would have ru- 
ined him to maintain in the style of extra- 
vagance suited to her taste and inclinations. 
Such is the caprice of the human mind,-^ 
or rather, to speak more philosophically, — 
Siich is the imperfection of human happi- 
ness: — the desire of that which cannot be 
possessed, must o<icasibn discontent, in any 
situation of life ; and the poor man who 
wants a coat, may not feel more distress 
than the rich man who sighs for a ribbon^ 
Disappointed 'ambition has broken, at least, 
as many hearts as poverty itself, with its 
dre^ided train of evils. — Nay, the loss of 

• » • » - 

beauty hais sometiines given, and will again 

n;2 
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'give, premature subjects to the realms of 
Death/' 

" If I were a sovereign myself," said 
Don Cleofas, " I should never find philo- 
sophy sufficient to survive the loss of my 
kingdom. — It does not, therefore, surprise 
me, that the sudden dissolution of the most 
flattering of all empire, the dominion over 
hearts, should prove a mortal disappoint- 
ment to a weak and vain woman. Not 
but I trust there are many of the sex who 
would even bear the loss of beauty, — at 
least without breaking their hearts.** 

" I acknowledge the truth of your opi- 
nion," answered Asmodeus; ** and will 
even confirm it by an opinion of my own ; 
that the generality, if not all, of those who 
would be deeply affected at the sudden^ ac- 
cidental loss of their personal charms, owe 
the malignity of their disappointment, not 
to any original defect in their nature, but 
to the mode of their education, which, 
almost universally, tends, from their very 
cradles, to render their persons the first 
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and darling object of their attentionv — 
Their nurses in the nursery, — their gover- 
nesses in the school- room, — their mothers 
in the drawing-room, — and the men every 
where, encourage the idea, that beauty is 
the most elevating and important posses- 
sion of female youth. The lecture, it is 
true, may be given to the mind, — but the 
principal care and attention is paid to the 
form. A fashionable mother, who has an 
handsome daughter, will instruct tKe un- 
derstanding, or leave it to be instructed by 
others^ with comparative indifference; but 
will arrange the decoration of her person^ 
and shape the decorumj or^ in other 
words, the "artifices erf behaviour, with the 
most minute regard, and all the wannest 
feelings of maternal affection. If it were 
in our way, at present, which it may be 
hereafter, to discover the precise arrange- 
ments of time employed in the best mo- 
dem female education, we should find, I 
believe, the part of it that relates to the 
toilette, engrossing a proportion which 
would leave you to wonder how women are 
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scbcfa ratiooal bdogs as yoo, in general^ 
fiod them. — Indeed, to speak the truth of 
the woGiea of fashion, it is more owing to 
their vanity than their virtue, — to the mor- 
tification which attends the loss of charac- 
ter, than a sense of honour in the posses- 
sion of it, — that they preserve themselves 
from the dangers with which their educa« 
tion and the manners of the world so con- 
tinually surround them. 

'' But now let me direct your attention 
to a fine apartm^it, in whtoh you see a 
gentleman, who is very nnich indisposed, 
reclining upon a splendid sofa, with 
several persons who are engaged in con-- 
versrav>n with him and with each other. 
-N\- /, while you arfe examining his appear- 
ri!u*e arid feitnation, some are going away, 
and others are coming. 

" He is an unmarried man, of large for- 
tune and high fcshion, the pride of whose, 
life ha3 been to have his house frequented 
by persons of the first circles; ^hd it has, 
tbereibre, been his study to provide such 
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jodacemants as are best calculated to at* 
tract them to his society ; and, as you will 
readily believe, his vanity has been long 
and amply gratified, by the number of his 
visitors. His present indisposition, ia 
which so many are interested, is a subject 
of general conversation, and is mentioned 
with regret at every dinner and supper ii^ 
the polite world. The hour when his phy-: 
sicians attend him, the medicines which 
are prescribed, and the minute progress of 
his disorder, are anxiously detailed. At the 
present moment the levee of his enquiring 
friends is so numerous, that his apartment, 
with its various accommodations, cannot 
furnish seats for them. — But let him not 
be too proud of the interest which these 
symptoms of a debilitated constitution ap- 
pear to have created in the minds of. those 
whose names crowd his pofter's journal.—^ 
His house is considered ^s nothing more 
than an elegafit suitp of coffee- room% 
where none but the best company are ad- 
mitted, where the topics of the d^y are 
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retailed and discussed^ where refreshments 
are served by domestics in rich liveries, 
and, which is a matter of no minor consider- 
ation, where there is nothing to pay. — His 
present indisposition wears no serious ap- 
pearance, and is nothing more than that 
kind of nervous affection which is amused 
and relieved by the attentions whtch yon 
see made to his inoffensive, credulous, and 
useful vanity. — But in a few days an apo- 
plectic fit will suddenly put an end to his 
brilliant career, and the followjng week his 
name will cease to be mentioned, till tHb 
attention of the town is called by the auc- 
tioneer to the sale of his splendid goods 
and chattels ; and when they are disposed 
of it will be forgotten for ever. 

" I perceive/' said Asmodeus, *^ that 
you are about to indulge in some very sen- 
sible observations on the scene ; but I 
must beg leave to dispense with them, or 
you will lose the sight of a very transient 
groupe, which consists of a female beggar 
and her child, who is, at this moment, very 
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hastily descending the steps of a large 
house to the right of us. — She is one of 
those industrious persons, who^ in this 
great city, contrive to acquire a very com- 
fortable subsistence by soliciting charity in 
the streets, of which I am about to give 
you a very decided proof. 

" You must know, then, that yesterday 
a painter of eminence happening to regard 
this woman and her child while she was 
asking alms of him, thought they would 
be admirable models for certain figures in 
a picture which he is painting. He, ac- 
cordingly, desired her to call upon him 
this morning, and bring her child with 
her. — She was true to her appointment, 
when the artist told her, that for her day's 
service in his^ painting-joom, she should have 
her breakfast, dinner, and tea in the after- 
noon, and five shillings into the bargain. 
This proposal, with the utmost candourand 
insolence, she instantly refused, assigning 
as a reason, that she could get more in the 

streets, and accordingly into tlie streets he, 

N 3 ' 
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most deservedly, ordered a servant to dis 
miss her. 

" So much for the independence of po- 
verty," continued Asmodeus, " and now 
for the reverse of the picture : — ^You will, 
therefore, take a peep into the chamber 
directly opposite to us i the bed which you 
see there, with several persons seated round 
it, is that of death, for the poor man who lies 
in it, will never rise from it. He has in- 
vited some of his most intimate friends to 
attend on a matter, as he conceives, 
of the greatest importance to him, and 
which is no less than to witness the con- 
fession, contrition, and reparation of his 
dying hour.- — He is a respectable trades- 
man, and has altvays enjoyed what is called 
a good character : — that is, he was never 
detected in any fraud, -^regularly paid his 
debts and his taxes, — bred up, his famiiy 
ma manner suited to their situation, — was 
never heard to swear, — nor was intoxicated 
in his own house,— that is to say, he never 
got drunk, or frequented public- houses, 
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but in the public, service, and at the public 
expense, — and, to conclude the whole, he 
was a constant cKaraple of devotion in the 
parish church on a Sunday. Nevertheless 
this virtuous man cannot die in peace, till 
he has eased his conscience, by iicknow-. 
ledging the offence which troubles it, and 
of making the only retribution now in his 
power.. — He is, therefore, at this time, ad- 
dressing his relations and friends in the 
follbwing manner : — 

" * It has been, as I now ffeel it, my very 
great misfortune to serve several offices of 
this parish, and, as the world imagines, 
with cuedit to myself) and justice to others; 
but I confess, with shame and contrition, 
that it. was my constant rule, in conjunc- 
tion with my brother officers, to add two- 
pence in the pound to each rate, for our 
own personal expenses, feasting, and ca- 
rousals. On two occasions, a bill was in- 
curred at the London Tavern, where, in 
the madness of intoxication, we were guilty 
of the most extravagant absurdities, at the 
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expense of our neighbours. I confess, 
with sorrow and penitance, my unjust and 
dishonourable conduct; and make it my 
last and dying request, that, as soon as 
may be after my decease, two hundred 
pounds be paid to my executors for the 
use of the parish/ 

** Thus, having discharged his .consci- 
ence, he will have contrived to die in 
peace. 

" The public rates which ^re raised in 
this country for the support of the poor 
are immense, and exceed what were the 
revenues of kingdoms of the second class 
in Europe before it was disturbed, disorga- 
nized and impoverished by the demon of 
revolution, and the bloody^ sword of the 
too successful usurper of them. They are, 
indeed, the honour and the disgrace of 
the country which supplies them ; — from 
the benevolent spirit of the laws by which 
they are established, and the iniquity which 
too often accompanies their administra- 
tion.^'-^But,'' ol)served Don Cleofas, ** in 
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a nation, the wisdom of whose laws^ and 
the virtue of whose inhabitants^ are the 
boast of it, how can it be reconciled to 
one's reason, that the poor should be de- 
frauded at all, and much less with impu- 
nity ?- 

** Such evils," replied the Devil upon 
Two Sticks, " proceed from circumstances 
which, if I were to enlarge upon them, 
would aflTord you no amusement. — After 
all, injustice is, more or less, the growth of 
every, soil, while rapacity, gluttony, pecula- 
tion, and oppression, may be found in a 
parish meeting, as well as in a court; 
among churchwardens and overseers, as well 
as among statesmen and politicians. — To do 
justice, however, to the British Government, 
there is no reason to suppose that it will 
suffer this ^vil to remain unremoved : but 
in the present state of the world, in which 
this empire is so materially involved, and 
to whose exertions and interposition it 
looks for repose, the changes in certain 
intricate, interior regulations, may be neces^ 
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sarily postponed to a season, when the at- 
tention of the legislature will not be har- 
passed by the alarms of the world and its 
own. — Besides, politically speaking, in the 
concerns of kingdoms you must not look 
for complete good : — And I should advise 
you to be content if it does but pre- 
dominate. 

" I will, however, with your permission, 
vary tliese scenes of death with one of 
those, where, I assure you, the parties are 
all alive. 

*' You will, therefore,'' continued Asrao^ 
deus, " be pleased to direct your attention 
to a bed-chamber in the white house which 
stands at the corner of the street, where a 
gentleman is assisting a lady to enter abacK 
window by meansof a ladder. — It isacurious 
little history, and except there beingno blood 
shed in the business, and that it is carried on 
in broad day, it might vie with some of the 
arnQfous pranks which^ as you well know, 
are occasionally played at Madrid. 

" You must know, then, that Euphcmia 



waS tfie <tenghter of aj^espect^ble trailesiDan. 
Het rhother had felt the consequence of 
giving- her- the name of a lady of high 
rank, to whom sh6 had been femme-de- 
chambre, and in whose toilette and other 
s^fvices, she had acquired a sum which, 
tcigether with a considerable portion of 
good looks, induced a linen-draper, an in- 
dustrious man, in good business, to lead 
her to the altar. 

" Euphemia was the only fruit of this 
union, and received the best education that 
a fashionable boarding-school could bestow, 
-—She had some fluency in the French 
totigue, could play country dances, reels, 
and love-sick ballads on the piano-forte, — 
and was remarkable for the grace, and va- 
riety of steps with which she would go 
down twenty couple at a ball. Her mind 
was cultivated by the study of those arts 
and sciences, which the shelves of a circu- 
lating library never fail to furnish. As, 
with all these accomplishments, she was a 
very fine figure, and possessed a pleasing 



280 DEVIL UPON TWO STICKS 

countenance^ which ^ pair of sparkling 
eyes enlivened^ and the prettiest mouth in 
the world embellished ; she was^ naturally 
enough, the .admiration of all th^ young 
men of her class and acquaintance. — With 
them she flirted and amused herself; but 
her mother s views, as well as her own, 
glanced towards a more elevated situation 
than any of them could offer her. 

" The papa's counting house was at the 
end of the shop ; and mamma, whose 
superior understanding was never contro- 
verted, thought it might answer as well, if 
this recess of pounds, shillings, and pence, 
were converted into, what is fashionably 
denominated a morning room. — The writ- 
ing-desk was accordingly removed to make 
room for an elegant sofa; the shelves 
which held the ledger and the day-book, 
were succeeded by a resplendent mirror ; 
the walls were covered with finely coloured 
prints; a French clock, with a Cupid 
sleeping on the top, told the hour of the 
day over the chimney-piece; and a com- 
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iDon skylight was converted into an en- 
lightened dome, tinged with a blue sky, 
from whose centre was suspended, by a 
silken cord, a glittering lustre. — Here the 
mother and the daughter used to pass the 
hiterval between breakfast and dinner, in 
seeing and being seen. — Some household 
needlework was the employment of the 
foifmer, while the latter amused herself with 
some fanciful piece of embroidery, or ele- 
gant decoration for her own delectable 
person. 

" Euphemia, who saw all the various 
visitors of the shop pass in review before 
her, found the situation replete with amuse- 
ment ; but mamma had jtaken in her head, 
that a certain kind of figure, in a boudoir 
at the end of the phop, might attract a 
certain kind of tractable customer into it* 
— rThis lady well knew what she was about, 
and the vast encrease of sale in the articles 
of pocket handkerchiefs, cravats, and other 
personal accoutrements of tonish young 
men, proved her skill in this kind of re- 
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tail policy. — This was all very well in iU 
way :— but her views, at the same time, 
extended beyond the profits of the yard 
and the t\l. She thought it by no means 
impossible that some one or other who 
was attracted to purchase an article at one 
end of the shop for temporary use, might 
be allured to purchase the prime article a| 
the other end of it for life, — Her eyes 
were always open to this objedt, and when- 
ever she saw a young man of a certain 
appearance enter the shop, she would say 
to her husband, had you not better desire 
the gentleman to walk in here, when she 
would give him a chair, and talk over the 
articles he wanted herself I need hot addj 
that where a certain passioii leads a volatile 
spark to enter a place of that kind, he can 
easily be made to purchase any thing that 
is offered, and to give, any price that is 
proposed. — Miss was sometimes asked her 
opinion, and she knew how to make herself 
perfectly agreeable on the occasion. In 
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short, the chit of the back room was made 
a profitable copcern in the way of trade, 

" But Euphemia being the daughter of 
respectable people in their class of life; 
the father also being worth twenty or thirty 
thousand pounds, and the mother being as 
watchful over the young lady, as the dr'a* 
gon q{ old is said to have bepn over the 
golderi fleece, there was no chance of mak- 
ing a miatreas of her,, nor lio disposition^ 
^ft*ypurtiay ^upposfe, .among :her .gay and 
ga}|anit>cii9tlM»e»s W. make her a.wife.*-r 
One letMr from a fioble Marquis, with an 
offer to take' her to his arras in it he form^ 
character wa^s^ jnec^i^ed^ ^nd immediately 
^swened with^exphessions of astonishment^ 
that the noble Lord should tnake such d 
proposttiba to a person in her independent 
situation, .. and rwhose tfbrtume would be 
Suj^riQr to th&t which the Duke his/ather 
WftSiable io gitee tO/the .ladies his sisters.— 
Ibis- fcrfentsgction wras npt loudly talked of^ 
btijt'itr^ was. quietly comtnuniq^ted to p»rti» 
cultr friQwds, SQ as. to render it pretty gene- 
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rally known^ and consequently proved a 
prohibition to all similar ofianders. 

" It was not long, however, before Eu- 
phemia captivated the heart of a young 
man of good family, who had been just 
promoted to the rank of captain in the 
naval service. He was perfectly enamoured, 
and, after a few visits to the pretty room at 
the end of the shop, he with the honest 
and honourable character of his profession, 
proposed marriage without condition or 
consideration* As the consent of her 
family was immediately obtained; and as 
he did not trouble himself about asking 
that of hrs own, there were no impedi«- 
ments to immediate admission into the 
Temple of Hymen. 

** It is not necessary to enter into any 
minutiae of this marriage : I shall, there- 
fore, content myself with observing, that 
the captain idolized his wife during the first 
three months, was rather fond of her for 
six more ; but at the conclusion of twelve, 
the love of his country prevailed over a 
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sense of domestic happiness, and he left 
the arms of Euphemia^ to be appointed to 
the command of a ship of war, which was 
immediately ordered to the Cape of Good 
Hope. After three years absence he is 
just arrived in London^ and at a very crt«* 
tical moment/' — " And not very oppor- 
tunely for the fair Euphemia/' said Don 
Gleofas, — " if I may judge of the tendency 
of the story, from what I have already 
heard of it." — " The sequel is now acting,'* 
answered the Demon, " and one of the 
scenes of this curious drama is now before 
you : — but I must proceed in my narrative 
to render it intelligible to you. — *^ You 
must know then, that the captain, when 
he quitted England, had found the ardor 
of his early passion for Euphemia, in some 
degree abated, by the returning love of glory 
and his country ; he nevertheless had ofteh 
directed a fpnd wish across the ocean, to 
the parish of St. George's, Hanover- square, 
where he had left her. Nor did he feel a 
common pleasure, when he was ordered 
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home, at the thought of his embracing her 
once again. She, on the other hand, who 
had married him, rather from an impulse 
of vanity than affection, thought more of 
amusing herself during his absence, than of 
the time when he would return. It was not, 
however, till within a few weeks oT that 
nnexpected event, that she harboured the 
most distant notion of being unfaithful to 
him. — At length, in an unlutky moment, 
she yielded to solicitations of a very hand- 
some, fascinating yotmg man of high rank ; 
and, as she' felt the danger of receiving him 
at her own house, she consented toaccom- 
pany hinri, a& the least suspicibuk morfe of 
proceeding, in open day, to ih6 very con- 
venient mansion which is now such an at- 
tractive object of your attention.' — She, 
accordingly, in a muffled state of conceal- 
ment, had quitted her own 'residence on this 
amorous expedition but a few minutes be- 
fore the impatient captain arrived. Being 
informed of the way she had taken, he 
harried otf in ptirsait of her^ when a 
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curious neighbour, having watched her mo- 
lions, from what motives it is not necessary 
to explain, happening to meet the brave offi- 
cer, did not hesitate a moment to inform 
him, that, he had seen Euphemia meet a 
gentleman in an adjoining square, and saw 
her enter with him, in this very house, 
whose character was, by no means, uji- 
known to the captain ; and, when this ac- 
count was received with a dedded discredit 
by the latter, offered to attend him in order 
to prove the fatal truth of it. — They ac- 
cordingly proceeded to this spot before us, 
when the brave officer, in a commanding 
tone, and some degree of agitation, insisted 
on being instantly admitted to the apart- 
ment, which was occupied by a lady and gen- 
tleman* whom he had been instructed par- 
ticularly to describe. — The old lady abbess 
of the convent very firmly resisted such a 
proposition ; but informed him that he had 
nothing to do but exercise his patience by 
going into the street and watching the 
door, when his curiosity would be very 
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ahcirtly gratified. — The captain, therefore, 
retired immediately into the street; where 
you may now see him. pacing backwards 
and forwards before the door of the house, 
with the person who had actually persuaded 
him, that while he was gaining honour 
for his country abroad, his wife waa 
contriving to disgrace him at home. 

" In the mean time, the old woman 
hastened to communicate the occurrence, 
and Euphemia was convinced from the par- 
ticulars, that her husband was in waiting 
for her. — In this state of alarm, but one 
mode of getting out of the scrape appeared 
to be possible, and that was adopted. — A 
ladder was accordingly applied to the win-* 
dow of the apartment which looks into a 
back yard, where there is a bac]^ door : 
down that ladder the lady descended, — 
through that back door she took her 
flight, and made the best of her way home, 
to get herself in a state of preparation to 
receive the noble captain, with the warmest 
marks of joy and affection. — But this was 
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not all, — a lady of her size and figure was 
readily procured, and you have seen her 
make her entrance to supply the place of 
the fugitive.*' 

" I cannot express my impatience,** said 
the Count, ** to witness the finale of the 
piece. — By waiting a quarter of an hour 
you woukl see the whole of the business ; 
but in a tenth part of the time I will relate 
it to you. As soon as the lately- arrived 
Miss is properly veiled and hooded an 
hackney-coach will be sent for, and the snug 
pair will take an uninterrupted possession 
of it. — The naval officer will then make an 
attack upon the Fiacre with the sam^ ardour 
which he has often shown in bearing down 
upon an enemy ; and after having torn the 
veil from the face of the lady, he will dis- 
cover, to his utmost astonishment and coo* 
fusion, that he had never beheld it before. 
A very submissive apology, on his j:)art, to 
save him from a criminal prosecution with 
vrhich he will be peremptorily threatened, 
will soon follow, and be succeeded by a large 

VOL. IV. O 



ago DEVIL UPON TWO STICKS 

portion of quarter-deck expostulation, 
which will be mostuinceremoniously be- 
stowed on the mistaken informer: but 
though the latter will be under some 
apprehensions for his bones on the occa- 
sion, and will curse his folly, he will not al- 
together persuade himself that he was mis- 
taken. — The captain will then hasten home, 
to be received with a most transporting wel- 
come : and such are the transitions of hu- 
man joy. and sorrow, that, in half an hour s 
time, they will be ampng the happiest peo- 
ple in this great metropolis.— As they are 
both so deeply interested in keeping their 
respective secrets, it is more than pro- 
bable they will be well kept, and I can 
foresee no event which will prevent them 
from enjoying as much happiness as the 
matrimonial state is generally known to 
produce/* 

" I can scarce believe," said the noble 
Spaniard, " that this niant3euvre could be 
so well contrived and so readily executed 
without a little of your assistance ; and yet 
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I have not been sensible of your /ibsence 
for a moment." — ** There was no necessity 
for my interference/' said the Devil upon 
Two Sticks. " The old woman, who had 
the management of the business, has been 
so long in the trade, that she is almost 
qualified to instruct me. — She, and indeed, 
the whole .of her profession, may be truly 
said to be Devils incarnate." 
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